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Historical Character File: A Slave’s Freedom

Dear audience member,

This learning product was created by a PIONEER School for Expeditionary Learning 8"
grade student in the spring of 2004. And while I have been trying for several years to intertwine
historical inquiry, literacy, and craftsmanship in the curriculum I develop, this is my first attempt
at facilitating the development of a product of this complexity. T am truly honored by the
academic and creative risks these students were willing to take as we learned from this process
together. Please take a moment to read their introductory advice below, as it will help you
understand the context of our endeavors. And thank you for sharing in our learning!

-Matt Strand, PIONEER 8" Grade Humanities
PIONEER 8 Graders’ Introduction

What is a historical character file?
= A historically/geographically accurate, fictional story about a character we created; it
includes a portrait of the character, a narrative/biography, a character map, a bibliography,
and the option of including artifacts from the character’s life
= Qur way of showing what we are learning
= An experiment in learning based on educator Ron Berger’s character file project
= A project about slaves in United States history

What were we trying to accomplish?

® To build our schema (background knowledge) about slavery

= To educate others/ourselves about the slavery era

= To bring back the history through every detail instead of bits and pieces

" To challenge the notion that slaves were merely stereotypical “victims”; they were human
beings with complex emotions that often used various “forms of freedom” as a way to
experience power and dignity

= To feel the personal, human level of history rather than simply memorizing dates and facts
in order to gain a different perspective of and respect for the real people that endured this
system

What else should the audience know?

= Our mtent is not to be racist or offensive; some of us have chosen to portray the physical
and verbal abuse slaves experienced; sometimes this involves violence and racial slurs that,
according to the primary, secondary, and expert resources we used in our research, were
commonplace; these elements were included to convey historical realities

* We worked for 2 months on this project: asking questions, researching, discussing,
drafting, drawing, critiquing, revising, and creating artifacts

=  We went deep. And we’ll remember it because we spent so much time on it. And we
actually enjoyed the process; almost all of us would be willing to do a project like this
again in the future.







lz’maau~r' Sy

" pbisefghi éz.mnopczrféc—- St

1]
1 bc'Agfgh k! mma@!‘"*E

. abadetahij ke mncﬁpgrré v &Y T
cff)bdc/cfh .éém nop@r‘SﬁUV{//xya
o

aéc'a/z/% [y nc:(piff'é(/ o XyE :

Bbcc/efkc éém/mv?gﬁﬁ’:& VA/K}/Z ‘
Dbale Fhi \/kmncsq)tcﬁf praXys

))@Jf-’;/”: kmno?{"fbvvwb(yz |
chdeﬁﬂj" mr:opgra‘ﬁ LV z./x 29

5(34{3- nghU 94 mrﬁofgf‘ff@va/x gz
UngyZ

a)fa/ﬁ;f”’gk mapfrgéov wﬁyC‘ o..
| Qbcede Fia 1) ' 4 mnoob«zfs‘é;u'vwxyzﬁ

Qbﬁb/g[AU L nofgf‘cséava(jz
V/\IM/




ADC ﬁJ'FGHN’{ZHIUO PARS UV X Y
BGﬁfF&HI 3’/2'&.&4 NOPQPSTavwX e

| ?‘}B G.BZF G,H.zj’kz M}Ub PAR szLg\; oy Sl
ABCﬂfF@”ZJ’ K278 MOPRRSTU Y ZXTT
ﬁﬁwéféﬁra“m w1 OPRRST LV

‘/‘Z.
l @dﬁgfaH
I W%Y? |
] %gc@{fGHjJALMmoP& RST Y

XY<
ik TIH MMOP&RS‘?‘(LV’

/(MFGH
. W XYE

. TN

S diomeni oo

i/ ﬂﬁcﬁerHIJ‘KAHUo?Q?)STav

i\ }/ZYZ |

il Beﬁérau_r:rmmuo/ %S*u‘/‘w
XYz |

I \ ‘

]

g

T T He r’ﬁ’ No‘P&RSTu\/




'g’ AL.c h i L e |
E;;?' Frlmmrpgnota

.A,&-Ad,e,&»ﬁ»f\af Aéch-'ﬂi‘/ﬂ/"ﬁ)%fcd-’b.&

AT |

1l rodeoc #g,.h.aj,ﬁ-l‘w/n aug?gffc 4236-40..
V-t Y *.

.)-b*o\d- L ¢ 1-”L-«b1»kﬁ«rv\./1\o-?~%hp k a

Wy dy% .,,, o

#wz %ﬁ) | - {
.74J[)—@6L b{%hpft-‘-’mmh'@’?’“&t&/
_ R VR Y .~

U2
V/IA/‘X?.
)otzb-coﬁ 'bv?%m’f
.17/1./%%9

:A/b/cd"“&ﬁ’h"féimnl»—,?%ké,tu

Ax,m;urzftcg fzdﬂt |

&Lxmm« w?%f\:







~_

- | . I
m—




- - —




¥

’

&fm;&&,ﬁw from sl Zhe A@b,n,s

~ 21/'2#\,.@?:{ '8
Jite Atwayg, 2LUimipion)

|
f { f | L] .







Dot 12,1000

uLMMuCMWIw«MW

MW@ WS}M

oémmm,wwm a

mwmm Zaz(a,%‘m-; Ao PO T
/Lw//w‘s?cqawmuf/aﬂd,
MM‘“% m@m%%
“"E ”“tdwﬁaﬂm}uc ve = Plone Tos gk










/C.flscy

Character Map for Tatw (Mary)o Wellington)
Physical pescription
Tatu Ls 5°€" and has browwn curly hair. She has a very dark complexion.
Everyjone must not be fooled be her mystical eyes. wearing rag clothes
she is good looking for a gal in her 30%.
Fears
Tatu fears the dark because of what is theve and not seen. Plus she is
scared of water, for the reason of never standing close near it in her Lifz.
Also she fears never seeing her family.
preams and hopes
Tatu hopes to soon be free and see her family once more. She wants to
becore president and change the rights of others. She really hopes to go
hore to Africa. She dreams of the cuts and bruises to become invisible.
She also Areams of making it in life and making a difference in the Life
of others.
What is freedom?
Freedom to Tatu is where she can be herselt, and not some slave who is
looked down on. Being able to be with her family, and be apart of her
culture again.
Family History
She dvesn't know very much of family history. She knows her
grandfather was a great man who helped African people with their
tinesses and to heel their hearts. She knows of the tales her father would
tell her. She also knows that her mother was one the nicest and caring
women in Africa. She knows almost nothing of her grandparents or those
who came before them.
Likes
Bread, yellow flowers, stars, the moon, horses, kids, the smell of vain,

SnoW, music, and outside.

Dislikes
Pasta, the sun, dirt, being dirty, red flowers, broken hearts, sad people,
when people don't smile.






