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DDES AGENTS OF CHANGE 
 

Identifying a Cause 
Guiding Question: What are the impacts of climate 
change? 

 
At DDES, students are committed to making a positive impact in 
their world. The first step in this process is identifying a need or 
a problem. In 4th grade, students learn about the many ways 
that climate change is impacting their world. However, they 
became particularly passionate about helping out the nation of 
Kiribati when they learned that this small island nation was 
slowly disappearing due to rising sea levels.   4th Graders at 
DDES partnered with a local non-profit organization (the Kiribati 
Keepers) for an indepth study of the negative impacts climate 
change is having on the Kiribati Islands and how we can help 
them. 
 
Student Summary: The impacts of climate change on the Kiribati 
Islands (EMBED) 

 

Connecting Our Cause to Our Own Lives: 
Guiding Question: Who is Responsible for Climate 
Change? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v24slG2ldk5A-Nazx80Xv5Ne8x-wvkdVqC1nMQG_Fzg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v24slG2ldk5A-Nazx80Xv5Ne8x-wvkdVqC1nMQG_Fzg/edit?usp=sharing


 
While the Kiribati Islands are located far from Denver, students learned that our our actions are 
having dramatic impacts on the Kiribati Islands. Through analysis of multiple scientific texts, 
guest speakers, videos, and classroom discussions our students determined that industrial 
nations like ours, is largely responsible for creating climate change. We decided that since we 
are doing more than a fair share in causing climate change. We now needed to do our part in 
helping those who are being impacted. 
 
Climate Change - Socratic Seminar (EMBED) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student’s use a jigsaw protocol to determine who/what is responsible for causing climate 
change.  
 

 
Taking Action - Writing for a Purpose 
Guiding Question: How Can We Recruit Others to Become 
Agents of (Climate) Change? 
Students worked with the Kiribati Keeper organization to determine the best way to 
help the nation of Kiribati. They decided that they best way to help would be to raise 
awareness of the problems the nation was facing.  
 
In an effort to raise awareness, students used Chris Van Allsburg’s story, Just a Dream, 
as a model for how to use fiction to send an important message to their reader. They 
write their own fiction stories that incorporated scientifically accurate facts about how 
climate change is impacted the Kiribati Islands. 
 
Text Examples:  
Student Just a Dream Inspired Story 1 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OQdtEAhxw4E1_7TZNZvihG2o7rAPE1M69ctfsmZACGA/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/zfJ_ggb7Ecg


Student Just A Dream Inspired Story 2 
 
Next, they made their stories into movies so that they could easily be shared with a 
large audience.  
 

Story 1 Video Version 
Story 2 Video Version 
Story 3 Video Version 
Story 4 Video Version 
   
 
Story Rubric  

 
 

 
 
 
Authentic Audience - 
Campaign for Change 
Our students were finally ready to take action and 
recruit others to join them in their passionate 
campaign to help the people on the Kiribati Islands. 
Students presented their stories and scientific findings 
at the Alliance of Sustainable Colorado, an educational 
outreach center promoting sustainability and the reuse 
of historic structures to achieve sustainable cities.  
They also launched a fundraising campaign to help the 
raise money for water filtration systems. (The water 

https://youtu.be/gyr4d3J0O-Y
https://youtu.be/c1MJ5EFI9-w
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c2M2yrCobedSUUd-prIH1eRe5pPk7SLUFscyWAR1XCQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/7EL8JfqOwB4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jv-X43MPET0mX18EjdbHKquV66yXHPzb18HKTpc-kAo/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/5TsI8y-fVeg


on the island was becoming contaminated due to rising sea levels). DDES 4th graders 
raised over a thousand dollars for the campaign and recruited over 100 people to follow 
their work on their DDES Kiribati Keeper page.  
 
Imagine Remix Song  
Continued Inspiration 

Our agents of change has been recognized 
for turning awareness into action.  
 
The DDES Kiribati Keepers have caught the 
attention of organization such as, Humans 
of Kiribati. They continue to share our work 
with their 40,000 followers to inspire 
others.  
 
Our work is also featured on the Kiribati 
Keeper website.  The DDES 4th graders 
continue to use their work to both inspire 
and inform others about how to help the 
Kiribati Island 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/The.DDES.Difference/videos/10154843031206737/
http://kiribatikeepers.wixsite.com/home/our-work
http://kiribatikeepers.wixsite.com/home/our-work

