


The task as described to students and an explanation of the context:

Anser Charter School’s Early Childhood team created a science expedition focusing on the life cycle of the butterfly and the symbiotic relationship between flowers and butterflies.  As students were raising Painted Lady butterflies we wanted to integrate more literacy into the expedition by having them research butterflies in general.  Our product for this case study was to have the students each write their own informative book about butterflies.  

The two Common Core State Standards we used as long term targets were:

[bookmark: w-2-2]W.2.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

[bookmark: ri-2-10]RI.2.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

The following are Common Core State Standards that were used to help the students reach the above standards.

[bookmark: sl-2-2]SL.2.2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

L.1.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Use singular and plural nouns with matching verbs in basic sentences 
· Produce and expand complete simple and compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory sentences in response to prompts.

L.1.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Use end punctuation for sentences.

[bookmark: w-2-5]W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing.







At the very beginning stages of our expedition, students were presented with the following long-term learning target:  I can create an informative book to demonstrate my knowledge about butterflies.  

I explained to my crew that to reach that target, we were going to go through many steps to get there.  I have outlined these steps, with examples of Havana’s work to illustrate what this looked like in the classroom.

Prewriting Stage

Learning Target:  I can gather information about butterflies from informational texts. 

During Reader’s Workshop I used the ‘catch and release’ model to teach the students how to gather information from a text and take notes.  I used specific anchor texts and read from only preselected pages.  During one sitting, I would read a selected page or section aloud two to four times.  Students would listen closely as I read.  When I was finished reading, the students would go to their work spaces and use a note catcher to record by writing or drawing the most important fact they remembered.  I had them use a specific color of marker to record so they could easily differentiate their different facts later.  Sometimes the students would record more than one fact, and often times it elicited further questions the students had about butterflies.  

After a few minutes of work, I called the students back to the circle and read them a new page or selection.  The students then went back to their work spaces and used a new color to record their new facts.  It was not uncommon for questions the students had earlier to be answered as we read.  This process took many days to complete all the readings selected.  Below is an example of the note catcher and some of Havana’s notes.

My Butterfly Notes
	New Things I Learned
	Questions I Still Have

	
	





Note Catcher
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Havana’s Notes

Learning Target:  I can organize what I know about caterpillars and butterflies into a 4 column chart.

After students took notes on all the selected readings, they were then presented with the above learning target.  We brainstormed what the four categories could be for the chart.  Without much help from me (phew!) the students came up with the four stages of the butterfly life cycle:  egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, and butterfly.  The instructions for the students were to cut out their butterfly facts and organize them into the four categories.  After the facts were organized, the students then needed to order the facts from their favorite to least favorite fact.  After this was completed, students then glued their top 2-3 facts onto the provided graphic organizer.  Below is Havana’s completed graphic organizer.  She had to use the back to fit all her interesting facts!
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Caterpillar and Butterfly facts continued on the back.
Drafting Stage

Learning Target:  I can use complete sentences to write my first draft of my butterfly book.

After students had their notes organized, I presented them with the above learning target and their rough draft books.  The books were comprised of four pages:  egg, caterpillar, chrysalis and butterfly.  The students were to transfer their notes onto the draft books using complete sentences.  Most students had written their notes using complete sentences, so this was a fairly easy step for most.  Below is Havana’s draft book.
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Revising Stage

Learning Target: I can strengthen my writing through revising. 
- I can revise my writing to include scientific vocabulary.

After completing their drafts, students then self revised their writing for word choice by highlighting scientific vocabulary.  We discussed that appropriate word choice for an informational piece would include specific vocabulary.  In Havana’s draft, highlighted words are shown.  Below is a sample of the self revision sheet students used when revising their work.

 (
Revising Checklist
LT:  I can revise my writing to include scientific vocabulary.
Highlight
 the scientific words you used in your butterfly book.  Use this checklist to see how many you used in your writing.                                                                  
prolegs
                                                                
true legs
bristles
                                                                  
molt
simple
 eye
                                                          
spiracles
spinneret
                                                             
silk
exoskeleton
                                                        
chrysalis
pupa
                                                                   
metamorphosis
thorax
                                                                 
abdomen
                                                           
antennae
                                                           
proboscis
   
Do you have 
at
 
least one
 scientific word on each page? ______________
)















Editing Stage

Learning Target:  I can strengthen my writing through editing. (with support)
-I can start every sentence with a capital letter.
-I can end every sentence with appropriate punctuation.
-I can use the Word Wall to check for correct spelling.
 
After self-revising their drafts, students then had a peer edit their writing.  Below is the checklist used by Havana’s peer editor:
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Publishing Stage

After the editing stage, students began publishing.  During this stage they not only published their writing, but they drew pictures to illustrate each page and chose a title.  As pictures and text were finished, students cut and mounted them on black card stock and then glued these onto their final pages.  Below is the brainstorming sheet for a title and the published pages of Havana’s book!
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Assessing the Project

To assess the informational book, a rubric was used.  Below is the rubric filled out by a teacher:
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