The Assignment: Senior Talk
From the Student Handbook: 

Senior Talk Requirements

· From the handbook: “Seniors will complete a Senior Talk prior to their graduation.  Presented to a panel of students, staff, and community members, the Senior Talk demonstrates that the Renaissance School graduate is in face a self-directed learner ready to become an active citizen in our world and able to demonstrate the qualities of a Renaissance Graduate.”

· From the handbook: “In addition to the required course credits, all seniors must complete and publicly present a Senior Talk, which is a reflection on their journey through school, their lessons learned, and their plans for the future.”

· Must mention how you exemplify character traits, HOWs, qualities of Renaissance Learner

In preparing the students for the Senior Talk, I add:

SENIOR TALKS ARE:

· Like your personal graduation speech

· Something that your friends and family will remember you by – this is your final word at Renaissance

· Meant to be empowering to you and inspiring to others

· About the truths you have come to in your lived experience – accumulated wisdom in your 17-

· 18 years of life

· An answer to the questions: “Who Am I?” and “How did I become this person?”

· A platform for you to address how you exemplify character traits/HOWs/qualities of a Renaissance Learner without making  it sound forced

· Your chance to tell us who lives behind the façade you may have worn for your years here.

SENIOR TALKS ARE NOT:

· An explanation of everything you hate about Renaissance
· Necessarily about tragic events or “your terrible lives” – some of you might not have had that experience
· A shallow piece of writing done just to get it over with.
Process: Students read and analyzesenior talks from years past and determine what makes a good senior talk.  Students are then led through a number of idea gathering activities and pre-writing exercises, sharing work with one another and me, trying to narrow topics down to one that is Senior Talk worthy.  Then they write, peer and teacher conference, revise, conference, revise again…  and again if need be.
