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FOREWORD
LEO BICKELHAUPT

 a e a particularly strong connection to t e uniors and seniors in t is year s Ad anced 
lacement sections    a e ad most of t em on and o  in nglis  class since t ey ere 

in se ent  grade   A fe  of t em  in fact  a e ad no nglis  teac er ot er t an me since 
t ey le  elementary sc ool   is is an anomaly   tudents o start at  today ill a e 
a ealt y cycle t roug  all t ree nglis  teac ers  ut ecause of sta ng and ot er aria les 
at play for t ese classes  e a e spent a lot of time toget er   i en t e special connection 
 feel it  t ese students   decided t at it as crucial t at e end t eir ig  sc ool career 

it  some kind of nal tangi le product    anted to pu lis  t eir t oug ts and riting ust 
one more time for posterity
 
n t at ein  e a e compiled a ournal of commentary and ction focused on t e dystopia 

genre   e t eme for t e year as actually po er  ut gi en o  muc  dystopia e ended 
up consuming  t at seemed like a logical focus for our magazine   tudents of course recei ed 
a steady diet in t e classics  it  orks like ra e e  orld  arrison ergeron  and Animal 
arm  ut e also took time to read at ot er aut ors ere saying a out ystopia  and 

discussed o  t e genre as e ol ed to t e present day
 

tudents t en ad t e option of riting eit er an article  or a piece of original ction   e 
articles focused mostly on uestions of genre  o  it as e ol ed  and o  it connects to our 
li es   or t e ction  students ere asked to e trapolate  to imagine orld in ic  some 
important pro lem or issue remains unsol ed   tudents ere also encouraged to use ction 
to make fun of t e dystopia genre  ic  does a e a tendency to take itself rat er seriously   
At least t o students rose to t is c allenge  
 
o atc  t e stories and articles e ol e o er t e last t o mont s  as of course een deep

ly gratifying   tudents riting articles tig tened t eir paragrap s and azzed up t eir leads  
ile t e ction riters spent time s aping t eir prose carefully  and elping us see t e dys

topic orlds more i idly t roug  t e eyes of t e ie point c aracter   e end result  t is 
product  speaks for itself
 
 ould like to t ank Caryl ousseau  for elping t is pro ect get o  t e ground   e elped 

me concei e of t e product and ser ed as a sounding oard during t e de elopment process   
am ale au and iena eone e en  mean ile  made it possi le to ea e t e material 

into an aest etically pleasing pu lication it  t eir design skills    ould also like ackno l
edge an i dorf  o pro ided most of t e art ork t at makes all of t e stories seem more 

ort  reading   And of course  t ank you  class of  for elping t e sc ool gro  into 
at it as ecome today  
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      en it comes to a oiding mistakes  
t at can cause large scale disasters  
dystopias seem like t e genre t at 

can get us t ere  Brave New World portrays 
a orld ere a glori ed utopia as gone ter
ri ly rong  1984 arns against t e dangers 
of aut oritarian go ernments t at control t e 
spread of information  o e er  as aut or us
tine ar alestier points out  e are al ays 
li ing in a dystopia  ystopic conditions e
ist around t e orld  ut some o  e don t 

ie  modern day and istoric e ents t roug  
t e same lens t at e do t e potential dystop
ic near future  And as t e old adage goes  if e 
don t learn from istory  e are doomed to re
peat it  at is y e ould do ell to occa
sionally ie  istorical e ents as if t ey ere 
dystopias  and make c anges to our e a ior 

ased on t e orlds t at e see t ere
 cta ia utler  est kno n as a science 

ction aut or  gi es us t e perfect opportuni
ty to do ust t at in er ook Kindred  n t e 

ook  ana  a lack oman in s California  
is t rust ack in time against er ill  er des
tination  t e Ante ellum sout  At rst  ana s 
modern preconceptions make er try to g t 

against er o n ensla ement  so s e decides 
to run a ay  o e er  s e uickly realizes t at 
s e is under t e control of an enormous po
er structure t at surpasses er resources for 
escape
 en trying to educate ot er sla es  

ana runs into anot er road lock  e o er
seers on t e plantation se erely limit t e skills 
t at sla es are allo ed to a e  iteracy ould 
pose a t reat to t e po er structure in place  

ecause it mig t ena le t em to a e access 
to more information  imiting t e spread of 
information is a allmark of dystopias  from 
Brave New World ere ne  scienti c disco
eries are not permi ed  to The Hunger Games  

ere t e Capitol tries to suppress ne s of ri
oting from t e common people  y s o ing 
t e sla eo ners using t is tec ni ue  utler 
places sla ery in America it in t e conte t of 
ot er dystopic stories
 oday s more recent dystopias o en 
feature a scrappy teen protagonist o takes 
do n an aut oritarian regime it  a stylis  

eapon  o e er  Kindred follo s a more tra
ditional model  it  a protagonist at original
ly ants to re el  and t en gets eaten do n 

DYSTOPIA ANTEBELLUM STYLE
Grace  
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y t e system  n Brave New 

World  c aracters o a e 
dou ts a out t e system ne er 
manage to really enact c ange  
And ana  e en it  er mod
ern perspecti e on sla ery  
gro s more comforta le it  
li ing in t e out  as t e no
el progresses  e system of 
sla ery is so po erful and per
asi e t at ana as no c ance 

of causing idespread reform
 e dystopic society of 
t e Ante ellum sout  as ec
oes t at reac  into ana s life 
in s California  ana is married to a ite man  

e in  and neit er of t eir families are comforta le 
it  t e union  e in s sister is a racist  and ana s 

uncle did not ant a ite man to in erit is prop
erty  ana s aunt appro es  ut only ecause s e 

ants ana s c ildren to a e lig ter skin  imilar
ly  ufus  t e ite sla e o ner on t e plantation 
t at ana tra els to  as fallen in lo e it  Alice  a 
freed sla e  o e er  in order to maintain po er in 

t is dystopic society  ufus 
cannot admit t at e lo es 
Alice  if t at s e en at 
it is  and e cannot act on 
t is lo e in a ealt y ay  

e a uses is po er  sell
ing Alice s us and to sla e 
traders and forcing Alice 
to ecome is concu ine  

ot  t e Ante ellum sout  
and t e s a e stigma 
around interracial relation
s ips
 cta ia utler s 

ooks force us to confront 
di cult trut s  e s o s us at is possi le in our 
futures  and compels us to look eyond a roman
ticized ersion of sla ery  e elie es t at istory 

ill repeat itself unless e can learn from our mis
takes  ystopias e ist all around us  and ill a ect 
more and more people unless e do somet ing 
a out it
 

“Limiting the spread of 
information is a hallmark 
of dystopias: from Brave 
New World where new 
scientific discoveries are 
not permitted, to The 
Hunger Games, where 
the Capitol tries to 
suppress news of rioting 
from the common 
people. ”

DISPATCHES

You re a  year old kid  stuck in an unfamil
iar  in ospita le land  lled it  strange peo
ple o may or may not ant to end your 

rief time on eart  ou e seen iolence eyond 
compre ension and you ere forced to come ere 
against your ill  e eat er ere is strange  like 
not ing you e e er e perienced  ound familiar  t 
is not a scene from The Hunger Games  ut instead 
t is scenario represents t e e perience encoun
tered y undreds of t ousands of dra ees during 
t e ietnam ar  
 iterature t at e amines t e con ict as an 
intimate narrati e of men and ar  not simply as 
an o erarc ing timeline of t e con ict  pro ides 
a compelling opportunity to e amine ot  t e i

etnam ar  and t e literature ri en in its ake  
t roug  a dystopic lens  ic ael err s Dispatches 
deals it  a ariety of t emes all oiling do n to 

o  umans respond to unfa ora le and danger
ous circumstances  a t eme pre alent in many dys
topian no els  
 A trend in a siza le portion of t e modern 
oung Adult dystopian no els is t e c aracters are 

fre uently adolescent  and are forced deal it  a 
coming of age and a loss of yout  in an in ospita

le and arring orld  n ietnam  infantry soldiers 
ere in t eir late teens or early t enties  till it

in t eir coming of age  t ey ere placed in an en i
ronment ere t ey ere forced to gro  up incred
i ly fast  and faced it  sig ts and e periences t at 

Patrick 



Page  12   |  ARE WE THERE YET?

ere and s ould e unse ling to anyone  Dispatch-

es co ered t is aspect t oroug ly  asking o  do 
you feel en a nineteen year old kid tells you e s 
go en too old for t is kind of s it  e speed at 

ic  soldiers aged ile in country  is fre uently 
touc ed on  it  t e po erful statement t at says 
t at if you looked at only t e eyes of t e soldiers 
it ould e impossi le to distinguis  et een a 
teenager and a man of  years  t eir eyes ould 

e lank  dirty  and rinkled  ut a o e all  emp
ty  err sums it up in one sentence  ietnam as 

at e ad instead of a appy c ild ood  
 imilarly  in many dystopian no els t e pro
tagonist nd t emsel es gro ing up in an oppres
si e and traumatic en ironment and lament a loss 
of yout  n The Hunger Games  atniss deals it  
a similar plig t  ro n into t e cruci le of t e 

ames s e faces t e most orrendous e ent of er 
life ile s e is on t e cusp of adult ood  At time 

en atniss ould typically e transitioning into 
life as an adult s e instead is training and preparing 

erself to kill and e killed  is e posure not only 
forces er into a situation lled it  iolence  ut it 
completely depri es er of t e aning days of er 
yout  
 art of y The Hunger Games resonates 

it  us is t at as a nation e are o sessed it  
yout  en age and e perience is o en less al
ued t an yout  and innocence  ink of o  care

fully e a oid re ealing t e trut  to c ildren a out 
t ings like anta  or more topical  ar and iolence  

ur uman nature makes us go t roug  great pains 
to protect t e percei ed innocence of c ildren  
e en en it comes at t e cost of trut  e result 
of t is can e seen en atniss  gi en er yout  
and innocence is placed in t is terri le scenario  
t e reader is more appalled and distur ed t an if 
t e competitors ere adults  
 A di erence et een ietnam and dystopi
as is t e usti cation for iolence and t e degrada
tion of morality  Alt oug  ot  atniss and soldiers 
in ietnam faced iolence  atniss as ne er faced 

it  any moral am iguity  roug out most dysto
pian literature t e protagonist as t is sort of mor
al ig  ground t at allo s t em to act it  impuni
ty  not t at t ey ould need it o e er  as aut ors 
are fre uently more t an illing to pro ide ample 
distinction et een enemies o get at t ey 
deser e  and ystanders caug t in t e cross re  
 n The Hunger Games t ere is ne er a mo
ment of uestiona le use of force  nor moral stri e 
surrounding iolence  e most direct act of a ect 

iolence commi ed y atniss occurs en s e 
s oots ar el it  er o  ut e en t at comes 
only a er e killed ue  pro iding usti cation for 

er actions  f course  in a se ng suc  as a g t 
to t e deat  it makes plenty of sense to kill ot
ers  a er all it is t e supposed only ay to sur i e  
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ut t e reader ould a e a lot less empat y for 
atniss if say  s e laid an am us  efore s ooting 

ot ers from out of reac  ere is no sense of cold 
looded murder  despite t e se ng re uiring it  o 

a oid a ing to deal it  t e conse uences of at
niss killing ot ers t e aut or elects to simply omit 
any element of moral am iguity  
 oldiers in ietnam ere not a orded suc  
a lu ury  ey ere out in t e us  for eeks on 
end  c asing an enemy t ey interacted it  only 
t oug  one sided am us es and oo ytraps  trat
egies like ody count essentially incenti ized need
less killing  as units it  ig  ody count ould 
o en earn est and ecuperation  cers  kno
ing t at ig er ody counts ould re ect ell on 
t em and increase t eir odds for promotion o en 
eit er turned a lind eye or encouraged e cessi e 
use of force  trying to use tec nological superiority 
and uge amounts of ar materials to try and g t 
an uncon entional enemy t roug  con entional 
means  
 or many  t roug out t eir tour t eir sense 
of morality ould degrade  regardless of et er 
or not t ey participated  and t e line et een rig t 
and rong ould ecome lurred  err descri es 
t is as part of y t e pu lic ould ne er e a le 
to understand t e ar  and t ose o foug t in it 

ad suc  a ard time con eying it  ome ere on 
t e perip ery of t at total ietnam issue ose 
daily reports made t e morning papers too ea y 
to ear  lost in t e surreal conte ts of tele ision  
t ere as a story as simple as it ad al ays een  
men unting men  a ideous ar and all kinds of 
ictims  e ar in ietnam descri ed y err is 

not one it  a clean line et een rig t and rong  
no clear cut good guys and ad guys distinction  

is reality as per aps est stated y aul ead
lo s mot er a er is role in t e y ai assacre 

as e posed  saying  ga e t em a good oy and 
t ey made im a murderer  
 e most signi cant di erence et een 
t e Hunger Games and ietnam is t e purported 
enemy t ey faced  n t e Hunger Games  t e se
ries ends it  a ar t at o ert ro s t e corrupt 
go ernment  e force dri ing t e plot as t e 
need to o ert ro  t e go ernment and ultimately 
t e go ernment as o ert ro n  n ietnam  t e 

concept of a clear goal as more am iguous  ome 
sa  t emsel es as t ere to protect li erty  some to 

g t t e e ils of communism  some told err t ey 
ere t ere simply to kill gooks  ut in t e end it 

made no di erence  ig ting an enemy o ore 
no uniforms and as o en indistinguis a le from 
ci ilians  soldiers ere le  to t eir o n intuition  
sent to searc  and destroy  it  arely more to go 
o  of t an a unc  and t eir gut feeling  is lack 
of a clear enemy means t at t ere as no clean cut 
conclusion to t e ar  somet ing far di erent from 
most dystopias  en Brave New World roug t 
some from of conclusion in o n s suicide  ereas 
t ere as no conclusion to e found in ietnam  
 e reason y e nd dystopian literature 
so compelling is ecause at some le el e nd it 

ased on our o n reality  o arying degrees of 
e trapolation  in some fas ion t e orlds o en 
in dystopias seem only like an e tension of our 
o n reality  o e er far fetc ed  Con ersely  due 
to dystopias eing rooted in our orld  e some
times nd t ings t at ould e more ng  and 
per aps more palata le  ere t ey a le to e dis
missed as simply a fa le or camp re story  ietnam 
is one suc  incident t at seems to t e er in t e 
pages of a dystopian no el rat er t an in a istory 

ook  and as a nation e must understand o  our 
actions and our aspirations led us to t is dystopic 
con ict

“The reason why 
we find dystopian 
literature so 
compelling is 
because at some 
level we find it 
based on our own 
reality.

”



Page  14   |  ARE WE THERE YET?

 n August  a 
re ie  in e uardian 
descri ed Animal Farm 
as a delig ully umor
ous and caustic satire on 
t e rule of t e many y 
t e fe  t as ri en 
at a time t at ensured 
its popularity ecause 
it satirically arned of 
t e dangers of commu
nist rule  rig t as t e Cold ar as eginning 
and polarization et een communist and 
noncommunist countries as intensifying  t 

as uickly a estseller in t e  ut per
aps at is e en more of an indicator of its 

success as a criti ue of t e o iet nion is t e 
fact t at it as anned in astern loc coun
tries until  
 r ell s personal eliefs played ea i
ly into t e riting of Animal Farm  n is ook 
Why I Write  e says e anted Animal Farm 
to fuse political purpose and artistic purpose 

into one ole  r ell rote in  t at 
it as un conte satiri ue contre taline  or 
a satire against talin  re ecting  f course  
intended it primarily as a satire on t e ussian 
re olution and  t at kind of re olution io
lent conspiratorial re olution  led y uncon
sciously po er ungry people  can only lead 
to a c ange of masters  re olutions only 
e ect a radical impro ement en t e mass

es are alert   e as a 
socialist  ut not to t e 
e treme of talinism  
more aligned it  so
cialism for its economic 
principles and per aps 
ad ocating for some
t ing et een re olt
ing and accepting t e 
oppression t ey ere 
under  n a  preface 

to is ook  r ell said t at during panis  
Ci il ar e realized  o  easily totalitarian 
propaganda can control t e opinion of en
lig tened people in democratic countries  

 uring orld ar  r ell as a 
strong critic of t e s alliance it  t e 

o iet nion ecause so many idolized talin 
as a result of t e alliance  ut y t e time An-

imal Farm as pu lis ed  t ere as enoug  

ANIMAL FARM: 
A PRODUCT OF ITS TIME 

Dystopian no els are supposed to ser e as arnings about hat could potentially happen in the uture  
any o  these boo s can be used to arn o  e ils or corruption that could co e about i  things continue 

on their current path  eorge r ell s Animal Farm is no e ception, playing into the ear o  co unis  
that had spread throughout the United ingdo  and the United States  ublished in ngland in , it 
presents ar ist ethods or running a society in an allegorical criti ue o  the Russian Re olution and 
Stalin s So iet Union  

Siena  

“But by the time Animal 
Farm was published, there 
was enough polarization 
with the USSR and the U.K. 
and U.S. due to the Cold 
War that he was no longer 
expressing an unpopular 
opinion ”
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polarization et een t e  and 
t e  and  due to t e Cold 

ar t at e as no longer e
pressing an unpopular opinion   
for t e past ten years  a e een 
con inced t at t e destruction of 
t e o iet myt  as essential if 

e anted a re i al of t e socialist 
mo ement  t oug t of e posing 
t e o iet myt  in a story t at could 

e easily understood y almost 
anyone and ic  could e easily 
translated into ot er languages  

r ell s intentional satire of t e 
o iet nion as aided y is o n 

personal disdain for re olutionary 
socialism  
 ile t e ook is a reaction to ta
lin s o iet ussia  ic  is more in t e ein 
of fascism and socialism  t ere is no denying 
its connections to communism  Animalism  
t e eliefs t e animals society is ased on  
is clearly a play on t e ord and t e crossed 

orn and oof ag is meant to send a clear 
message  ere are strong parallels et een 
t e messages in ld a or s speec  in t e 

rst c apter of t e ook  in ic  e lays 
out a plan for t e e olution and arl ar s 
Communist anifesto  ld a or says  o  
comrades  at is t e meaning of t is life of 
ours  et us face it  our li es are misera le  
la orious  and s ort  o animal in ngland 
kno s t e meaning of appiness or leisure 
a er e is a year old  o animal in ngland 
is free  e life of an animal is misery and 
sla ery  t is is t e plain trut  ile ar  
called for t e oppressed orking men of all 
countries  to unite  ar  also e presses t at 
t e enemy is t e ourgeois  ic  for t e 
animals are t e umans and t e ook furt er 
e presses mar ist ie s as r  ones o ns 
t e means of production  ile t e animals 
are orn  e are gi en ust so muc  food as 

ill keep t e reat  in our odies  and t ose 
of us o are capa le of it are forced to ork 
to t e last atom of our strengt  and t e ery 
instant t at our usefulness as come to an 
end e are slaug tered it  ideous cruelty

 early e ery scene in t e ook 
as an important istorical connection 

t at elps to esta lis  t e clear rep
resentation of t e o iet nion  r ell 

elie ed t at t e scene in ic  t e 
pigs recei e all t e apples and milk as 
t e turning point in t e ook  and is 
a clear allegory for t e dou le stand
ard t at emerged in t e o iet nion 
under talin  in ic  leaders ould 
prosper ile commoners star ed  

ere are endless suc  e amples in 
Animal arm  e pig apoleon soon 

ecame t e sole leader in muc  t e 
fas ion t at talin did  adopting man
tras like ate er goes upon t o 

legs is an enemy  ate er goes upon four legs  
or as ings  is a friend  to polarize enemies  a 
play on t e talin uote  en t ere s a per
son  t ere s a pro lem  en t ere s no person  
t ere s no pro lem  
 e animals  se en commandments are 
also a great e ample of  t e pigs asserting t eir 
control in a talin es ue manner  ome of t e 
original commandments t e animals agreed 
upon ere  o animal s all ear clot es   no 
animal s all sleep in a ed  no animal s all drink 
alco ol  no animal s all kill any ot er animal  
all animals are e ual  e commandments are 
re ised as needed y t e pigs o egin to en oy 

uman acti ities including li ing in t e farm 
ouse  drinking alco ol  sleeping in eds and 
earing clot es  ey e entually read  o an

imal s all sleep in a ed it  s eets  o animal 
s all drink alco ol to e cess  o animal s all kill 
any ot er animal it out cause  All animals are 
e ual  ut some animals are more e ual t an 
ot ers
 e ery commandments t at ere 
enacted to keep t e peace ecome t e tool t at 
is used to ustify t e pigs  rise to po er and t e 
oppression of t e rest of t e animals  is prac
tice is not uncommon in a totalitarian regime  
and re isionist istory as certainly pre alent in 
t e o iet nion in order for t ose in po er to 
secure a stronger old on society  
 n a re ie  in e ri une y ulian 
ymons  Animal Farm is summed up ell  it is 
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RESISTANCE IS FUTILE, 
AT LEAST IT USED TO BE

atniss erdeen is a adass  e is t e sole 
pro ider for er family  olunteers as tri ute 
to sa e er sister  and is a ig ly skilled arc

er  unter  and trapper  As t e protagonist of The 

Hunger Games  s e is one of t e strongest and 
most ell kno n gures of young adult literature  
an inspiration to a generation of readers  inston 

mit  t e e eryman protagonist of 1984  is fee le 
and sickly  e can arely alk up stairs  as an ulcer 
on is ankle  and does a lot of riting and p ilos
op izing in is ournal  espite is dreams of re o
lution  e is ine ectual  ot  dystopias take place 
in a ed  unideal societies  ut t e protagonists 
of t e modern young adult dystopia and t e tradi
tional dystopia a e li le 
in common  t looks like 
dystopias a e c anged 
a lot from  to  

e most signi cant con
trast et een eac  story 
depends on t e di er
ences et een o  eac  
protagonist re els against 
t e dystopian society 
around t em
 eryone is famil
iar it  traditional dysto
pias  e en if t ey a en t 
read t em  eorge r

ell  argaret At ood  
and Aldous u ley are ell kno n aut ors ose 
dystopian no els a e lasted as classics and a e 

een made into multiple adaptations  argaret 
At ood s The Handmaid’s Tale as e en recently 

een made into a  series  ut t e protagonists 
in eac  of t eir stories lea e muc  to e desired  

inston mit  in 1984 is a middle aged man it  
a smallis  frail gure  1984  pg   imilarly  
ernard in Brave New World is descri ed as ugly  
small  and a mistake  Brave New World  pg  

 ese protagonists are ordinary and serious
ly a ed  not people t at readers can look up to  

ut t e e istence of t ese dysfunctional c aracters 
forces readers to uestion t e society t at as cre
ated t em  n t is idea lies t e purpose of t e tradi
tional dystopia  to arn readers a out t e dangers 

of totalitarian go ernment 
and ask t em to uestion 
t eir o n society
  e traditional dysto
pia tends to e serious  it  
a nal message or moral  t 
is intended for adult readers  
and usually t is type of rit
ing is a ork of literary merit  

e purpose of t ese no els 
is to dra  a ention to issues 
and t emes t at t e aut or 

elie es are important  e 
aut or communicates t eir 
message t roug  t eir pro
tagonist  typically an adult 

o is not appy in t e society  e protagonist 
performs small acts of re ellion  et er it is rit

Grace 

“ In the traditional 
dystopia, any rebellion 
against the government 
is in vain. This represents 
a main terror of the 
traditional dystopia, a 
totalitarian government 
with such absolute 
power that any resistance 
or divergence is crushed 
and destroyed. ”

a satire not at all gentle upon a particular tate 
o iet ussia  t s almost impossi le to not 

to  identify apoleon it  talin  and no all 
it  rotsky  and e press an opinion fa oura le 

or unfa oura le to t e aut or  upon a political 
ground today it is a political satire it  a good 

deal of point  r ell used is o n disdain for 
talin s regime in t e o iet nion to e ecti ely 

create a satire of it t at could only a e een 
e ually e ecti e at t e time  playing into t e 

idespread fear of communism  
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ing in a ournal ile out of ie  of t e cameras 
as inston mit  does in 1984  or fre uently dis
cussing criticisms of t e orld tate as ernard 

ar  does it  elm oltz atson in Brave New 

World Brave New World  pg   t is impor
tant to recognize t at t is traditional protagonist 
may e a isionary  ut t ey can ne er ecome a 
leader  ile t ese c aracters are un appy it  
t eir life  t ere is not muc  t ey can do a out it  

enerally t eir small re ellions are found and de
stroyed easily y t e po erful go ernment  A er 

ernard does not conform to t e orld tate  e 
is sent to an island  as t e ultimate punis ment 
for is su ersion Brave New World  pg  

 inston is tortured and reprogrammed 
for is acts of 
de ance in t e 
ironically named 

inistry of o e 
1984  C apter  
n t e tradition

al dystopia  any 
re ellion against 
t e go ernment 
is in ain  is 
represents a 
main terror of t e 
traditional dys
topia  a totalitar
ian go ernment 

it  suc  a so
lute po er t at any resistance or di ergence is 
crus ed and destroyed
 The Hunger Games and similar mod
ern  dystopias are less t oug t pro oking t an 
traditional  dystopias  is type of ook doesn t 
a e a deeper meaning and isn t a case study of 

e tremes in go ernment  rat er  it is a teen em
po erment no el it  a strong action ad enture 
t eme  e protagonist is typically a teenager 

o re eals and g ts t e corruption of t e so
ciety t at t ey are in  en if t ere is an e isting 
re ellion against t e go ernment  it needs t e 
di erently t inking teenage protagonist efore 
it can e successful  entually t e teenager 
pro ides t e key to o ert ro ing t e corrupt 
go ernment  ris t inks di erently from ot er 
mem ers of society in Divergent  and t is ay of 

t inking allo s er to reak t e e isting society  
n The Hunger Games  atniss forces people to 

ackno ledge t e corruption of t e Capitol it  
er andful of erries  pro iding t e spark  of 

re ellion t at sets t e districts a laze  it out 
atniss s act  t e istrict  re ellion could not 

succeed  and only atniss can make t e ne  soci
ety successful y c oosing to directly kill t e ma
nipulati e resident Coin  e a ility of a teen
ager to ring do n t e e isting society almost 
indi idually is an important aspect of t e modern 
dystopia
 o y are t e protagonists so di erent 
in t e styles of dystopia riting  e ans er lies 
in at t e ooks are trying to accomplis  and 

t e audience 
t at t ey are 
trying to reac  

e imperfect 
protagonists of 
t e tradition
al dystopia are 
intended to 
demonstrate 
t e orror of 
g o e r n m e n t 
control  eir 
resistance is 
futile  s o ing 
us t at if suc  
societies are 

e er a le to form  it ill e irtually impossi le to 
topple t em  is serious literature is intended 
for adult readers  and making t e protagonist an 
adult elps readers relate it  t e c aracter and 
t eir situation  e modern dystopia as an en
tirely di erent purpose  to empo er teen read
ers and pro ide release to t eir stereotypically 
re ellious natures  ery teen ants to feel like 
t ey can c ange t e orld  and modern dystopi
as pro ide situations ere teenagers really do 
make an impact  t s fun to read an action no el 

ere talented teens smas  t e t ings t at keep 
t em from eing free  e ill a e to see if t ese 
lig ter no els last as long as t e traditional dysto
pias t at a e een recognized for t eir literary 
merit

VS.
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As an elementary sc ooler   as afraid of 
t e Harry Potter ooks  
 en  as eig t years old   decided 

to orro  t e rst ook from my a ysi er   
t oug t  as pre y cool  o e er  my me le 

ould e tested during t e allo een  c ap
ter   ad eard from my friend t at t is really 
scary troll s o s up and a acks t em in t e 

at room   remem er ner ously crouc ing on 
t e stairs  una le to sit still ile  alf read  alf 

yper entilated  en arry and on decided to 
c eck in t e at room for ermione   couldn t 
take it   urriedly crammed t e ook into a s elf 
and ran as fast as  could to t e ot er end of my 

ouse  ere  proceeded to not touc  to t e 

ook for a year
 n my late elementary sc ool years   set 
my sig ts on t e rising genre of dystopia  As  
read ooks like The Hunger Games and Diver-

gent   as s ept up in t eir t emes of re ellion 
and totalitarianism  o e er  as  ent t roug  
t em   noticed a stark di erence in t eir illains  
nstead of tangi le and indi idualized illains 

o captured my imagination   found cold pup
pet masters o controlled t e plot from e ind 
t e scenes
 e reason t at ig  fantasy orks is 
t at it o ers a le el of escapism re ected in its 
di erent se ng and la s of reality  odern dys
topia  o e er  re ects t e angst and internal 
con ict t at t e adult orld sees in adolescents  
All of t ese are re ected in t e nature of t eir 

illains  ig  fantasy uses a tangi le illain  e 
it a secluded fortress of darkness or a marc ing 
army across t e land  allo ing for a clear o ec
ti e and relati e moral simplicity  odern dysto
pia  on t e ot er and  likes to a e t e illain 

e part of t e t e tyrannical esta lis ment  a 
leader in t e protagonist s society  is allo s 
aut ors to di e into t e t emes of teen angst 
and ot er issues of internal con ict
 n your a erage fantasy no el  t e illain 
or antagonist creates a connection to your im
agination  e it a dark izard it  no nose or a 
giant oating orange eye at t e top of a to er  

ey a e alues and c aracteristics t at s ape 
t eir actions t roug out t e plot  allo ing t e 
audience to a e a sense of clarity en de ning 
t e e il in t e story  ne classic e ample of t is 
is meagol ollum  from t e Lord of the Rings 
series  meagol is a se erely un inged o it 

o as een c anged into an o sessi e luna
tic y t e ne ing  is is s o n in t e mo ies 

y meagol a ing a con ersation it  is e il  

WHY I READ FANTASY 
Simon 
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o sessi e alf  deciding et er or not to kill 
t e lt y o itses  in t eir sleep  y gi ing t e 
audience a genuine person for an antagonist  

eaklings like myself ecome a lot more terri
ed of t e illain  and t erefore more in ested 

in t e plot
 ese comple  
illains ill o en a e an 

internal ourney similar 
to t e ero  gro ing and 
adapting t eir person
ality o er t e course of 
t e ork   t ink one of 
t e est e amples of t is 

aruman from Lord of the 

Rings  es   like t at se
ries a lot  en present
ed it  t e unstoppa le force of auron and t e 

ordes of ordor  e turns from a good  guy 
e all kno  e as kind of a erk  into one of 

t e ark ord s main lieutenants  and proceeds 
to eat t e li ing crap out of andalf  er t e 
rest of t e story  e see is controlling aspects 

e used as a good guy applied to is leaders ip 
of an e il army  is concept of illains a ing 
c aracter arcs and deep reasons for y t ey do 
t e t ings t ey do is one of t e est parts a out 
a good fantasy story
 ndenia ly  t e genre t at as gained 
t e most popularity in t e recent years is dys
topia  And no   am not talking a out good  

ardy dystopia like 1984 or Brave New World  
m talking angsty and e plosion lled not real

ly e en dystopia type stu  e iggest of t ese 
titles include t ings like Divergent and The Hun-

ger Games  And if you t ink t eir protagonists 
are cookie cu er  ust ait until you see t e il
lains
 oday s dystopian  stories ill feature 
t eir o n oppressi e go ernment system of 
c oice and a illain to re ect t at system  ese 
illains ill o en take t e form of a gure ead  

spouting t e r etoric of t eir society and not re
ally capturing t e imagination  peaking of no 
imagination  let s look at Divergent  ts illain 

of c oice is o  crap   forgot er name  m
t e one lady  you kno  t e one t at talks a out 
factions  and staying in your place  and ends up 
mind controlling a unc  of people  et me ust 
get one t ing straig t  Any good illain is memo

ra le  and allo s your im
agination to create its o n 
uni ue image  o e er  
today s dystopia riters 
seem to e content it  a 
talking ead t at ust spits 
t e ideas of t e society  
And t ere  ladies and gen
tlemen  lies t e di erence 

et een fantasy and dys
topia illains
 As muc  as  ould like to 

pra le on a out Divergent and its lack of c arac
ter dept  let s look at y aut ors of t is genre 

rite illains like t is  y est guess as a mem
er of t eir target audience  is t at t ey ant 

to e plore t is idea of t e esta lis ment eing 
t e ad guy  in a story   t ink t ey see most 
teens as trying to t in and make t eir o n ay 
in t e orld  and t erefore e recepti e to all of 
t ese reak t e mold  type stories  Apparently  

e g t day and nig t against t e tyranny of t e 
pu lic sc ool system  or e en society as a ole 
and e need to e reac ed t roug  some gri y  
relata le teen angst
 en it comes do n to it   elie e fanta
sy is e er t an dystopia  e en t oug  dystopia 
is far more popular   understand t at dystopia 
really appeals to teens o feel like t ey a e 

een a ictim of t e system  and seek to g t 
against t e crus ing pressures of modern soci
ety  o e er   en oy fantasy ecause it allo s 
me to escape from societal pressures  and lets 
my rain imagine its o n di erent orld   can 
create my o n orld instead of eing reminded 
of t e one  li e in
  

“ The reason that 
high fantasy works is 
that it offers a level 
of escapism reflect-
ed in its different 
setting and laws of 
reality. ”
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DYSTOPIA VS. APOCALYPSE

In a classic scene from The Hunger Games  our 
strong young protagonist  atniss erdeen  ris
es up against er oppressi e go ernment  e d 

rat er eat a andful of poisonous erries it  er 
companion t an let t e Capitol in  e forces er 
go ernment to eit er lose t eir ictor  t eir reason 
for t e games  or let a girl from t eir lo est dis
trict defeat t em  er uick it and er sur i al 
skills keep er ali e  and er strong illed nature 
fuels er upcoming g t for t e destruction of 
t e capital  n a scene from t e ook Life As We 

Knew It  a young girl g ts to sur i e en an as
teroid its t e moon  e impact dri es it closer to 
eart  causing c aos around t e orld  en food 

ecomes scarce s e must sur i e it  er family  
g ting and arguments ecome increasingly more 

common as t e food runs out  er a le for sur
i al relies on er uick t inking and er a ility to 

adapt
 e rst story is a classic dystopia  t e sec
ond elongs to a genre  refer to as apocalyptic   Are 
t ese t o genres really t at di erent  Can t ey 
collide
 ere are similarities et een t e t o gen
res  ot  contain protagonists t at must o ercome 
o stacles t at are presented to t em  ot  dys
topian orks and apocalyptic stories contain ele
ments of a coming of age story  a young protagonist 
o ercoming t eir struggles  o e er dystopia  at 
least t e modern ersion  focuses ea ily on t e 
young adults re elling against intimidating go ern
ments  ereas apocalyptic stories del e into t e 
strong ills t at are needed to o ercome a struggle 
against t e elements  
 o e er t ere are se eral important dif
ferences et een t e t o  Classic dystopian no
els focus largely on eit er t e go ernment  or ig 
corporations  The Hunger Games is a prime e am

ple  atniss erdeen must re el against er con
trolling and oppressi e go ernment for t e good of 

t e people  e 
idea t at t ings 
are ne er o  
t ey seem is t e 
essence of dys
topia  Apocalyp
tic literature still 
o ers t is un
derlying t eme 
of o ercoming  

ut it supplies it 
t roug  p ysi
cal destruction 
and disaster  

e line e
t een t ese 
t o genres may 

e lurred at times  ut key t ings suc  as se ng 
and t e o erall storyline can elp you di er e
t een t e t o  
 ese apocalyptic stories pro ide t e read
er it  t o uestions  could t is appen in our 
future  And could you sur i e  is contri utes 
to t eir popularity as ell as t eir di erence from 
dystopian stories  e protagonist faces incredi

ly di cult scenarios t at test t eir strengt  ot  
mental and p ysical  e d stared into t e face 
of eat  and eat  linked rst  ou d t ink t at 

ould make us feel ra e and in inci le  t didn t  
Life as We Knew It  ese c allenges s ape t e 

c aracters  and t e c allenges t emsel es come 
from our en ironment  Life as We Knew It t ro s 
a teenage girl and er family into peril en t e 
moon in pus ed closer to art  ur i al is key and 
t ey must do ate er is necessary to ac ie e t is  

it  Apocalyptic no els t e se ng is important to 

Ella 
(NOT AN ALL-STAR WRESTLING MATCH)
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esta lis  t e story  e it an en ironmental disaster 
like in Life as We Knew It  or roug t on y out
side forces in The 5th Wave   lay still inside t e 

ed of dust and ones  co ered 
y t e as es of t eir ictims  t e 
t ers  i er ar est  And  tried 

not to t ink a out it  at  as 
co ered in  en  t oug t  ese 

ones ere people  and t ese 
people sa ed my life  and  didn t 
feel so creeped  The 5th Wave  

ese detailed accounts of t e 
c aracter s surroundings s ape 
t e story  it out t ese details 
t e story may lose its po er  
 ystopian stories o er 
somet ing di erent  t e possi il
ity of somet ing terri le appen
ing rig t under your nose  o  

ould you deal it  it  ould 
you rise up and g t ack  op
ular young adult no els suc  as 
The Hunger Games and The Giv-

er del e into t is possi ility  e 
controlling go ernments in t ese 
stories may e di erent  ut t ey 
are from t e same family  The Giver o ers a situa
tion ere t e ma ority is completely ignorant to 
all of t e faults it  
t eir society  only to e 
disco ered y a young 

oy searc ing for an
s ers  f e eryt ing s 
t e same  t en t ere 
aren t any c oices   

ant to ake up in 
t e morning and de
cide t ings  The Giv-

er  o ernment is t e 
underlying force t at pus es t ese c aracters to 

ant more  estrictions ring re ellions  The Hun-

ger Games demonstrates t is  and more  ate
er ords t ey use  t e real message is clear  ook 

o  e take your c ildren and sacri ce t em and 
t ere s not ing you can do  f you li  a nger  e 

ill destroy e ery last one of you  ust as e did 
in istrict irteen  The Hunger Games  e pro
tagonist must rise up  g t ack and sur i e  ys

topian literature can e ri en in 
many di erent ays  ut al ays 
t ere is a controlling force  e it 
t e go ernment  ig corporation 
or any ot er  it out t is  it is no 
longer dystopian  
 f course t ere is al ays t e 
possi ility t at dystopia and apoc
alypse collide  ooks suc  as City 

of Ember demonstrate t is per
fectly  e story as a controlling 
go ernment  oon arro  
and ina ay eet  anted for 
spreading icious rumors  f you 
see t em  report to mayor s c ief 
guard  elie e not ing t ey say  

e ard  ut t ey also a e t e 
apocalyptic element of t e orld 
ending  ic  landed t em in t is 
underground city in t e rst place  
 ere may fore er e an ar
gument if t ere is al ays a di ide 
in t ese t o genres  ut t ere 

may e key details to distinguis  t e t o  ocusing 
on t e go ernment and o  t e people interact 

it  it as ell as t e sur
rounding en ironment 
may pro ide clues as to 

ic  genres you may 
e reading  ese t o 

genres a e al ays een 
e tremely popular it  
young adults  t e ideas 
of re ellion and inde
pendence are seen as in
credi ly appealing   ot  

genres contain t ese elements  so are t ey really 
t at di erent

Dystopian stories offer 
something different: the 
possibility of something 
terrible happening right 
under your nose. ”
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AN ACTION STORY IN 
DYSTOPIC CLOTHING

In a classic scene from uzanne Collins  e un
ger ames  atniss erdeen tries to stay ali e  

o  long  scram le along dodging re alls 
 can t say  ut t e a acks nally egin to a ate  

ic  is good ecause m retc ing again  odg
ing re alls  cenes like t is eg t e uestion  is 

e unger ames a true dystopian no el  or is 
it ust a capti ating action ad enture in dystopian 
clot ing
 e rst c apter of a ook can tell you a 
lot a out it  e en t e genre  A prime e ample of 
t is is ra e e  orld y Aldous u ley  n t e 
opening c apter e makes sure is se ng is prop
erly descri ed  A s uat grey uilding of only t ir
ty four stories  er t e main entrance t e ords  
C A   A C  A  C  
C  and  in a s ield  t e orld tate s mo o  
C   A  is is literally 
t e ery rst paragrap  t at opens t e ook  Con
ditioning  grey  and s uat  all a e negati e 
connotations and appen to e some of t e rst 

ords at t e start of t is classic  ut it sets a perfect 
scene for a dystopian ook  ou get some idea of 
political atmosp ere ecause of t e mo o  C

  A  in addition to t e set 
up for a dark  nig tmare orld  
 n e unger ames y uzanne Collins  on 
t e ot er and  t e opening line is focused on t e 
c aracter  en  ake up  t e ot er side of t e 

ed is cold  y ngers stretc  out  seeking rim s 
armt  ut nding only t e roug  can as co

er of t e ma ress  at does t is tell me a out 
t e political atmosp ere  e t to not ing  ure it 
seems t at t e main c aracter is cold and t ere is 
a roug  co er  on t e ma ress s e is sleeping on  

is opening line tells me t is main c aracter nor

mally sleeps in t e same ed as er sister   could 
infer t at sisters don t typically s are one ed  ut 
t e aut or alludes to t e fact t at t ey are s ar
ing a ed out of necessity for armt  ic  could 
mean t eir li ing conditions are poor  per aps due 
to an oppressi e go ernment  ut t at s a long 
s ot and a lot of lling in t e lanks  
 uzanne Collins takes t e approac  of creat
ing a adass c aracter t at people can nd intrigu
ing or e en relata le  especially to young adults  
According to amant a llis  ournalist for e 

uardian  uzanne Collins s year old eroine 
is ard as nails  and so magni cent  e creates 
a c aracter t at dri es t e story and makes you 

ant to keep reading   don t ant to keep reading 
t is ook to see o  t e protagonist interacts it  
t eir political en ironment  o   ant to kno  if 

atniss ill in t e unger games  or if s e ll pick 
ale or eeta  

 u ley  y contrast  makes t e rst page of 
is ook un uestiona ly dystopian en e goes 

on to  descri e a room inside t is go ernmental 
uilding it  p rases suc  as cold for all t e sum

mer eyond t e panes  pallid s ape of academic 
goose es  and glo ed it  a pale corpse colour
ed ru er  is clearly depicts a negati e en iron
ment t at a c aracter  o is not e en mentioned 
untill t e second page of t e no el  ould ant to 
re el against or c ange  
 y opening it  a adass c aracter like 

atniss  Collins sets er ook up to e an action
ad enture ook  n an action ad enture ook you 
follo  a super cool c aracter o does crazy cool 
stu  like g ting monsters  or going on an ad en
ture it  a izard  an elf  and a d arf on a mission 
to destroy a ring y casting it into t e olcanic res 

Leona 

DID THE HUNGER GAMES REVIVE THE 
DYSTOPIA GENRE, OR KILL IT?
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in t e Crack of oom  n t is case you follo  atniss 
erdeen from district  o em arks on t e ero s 

ourney and s oots stu  it  arro s along t e ay  
 Anot er factor is t at atniss  ole life 
c anges in t e story  e gets more in ol ed it  t e 
go ernment y olunteering to g t in t e unger 

ames  ut er moti e to g t in t e games isn t to 
c ange or stop t e unger ames or t e political en
ironment  it s to protect er li le sister   protect 
rim in e ery ay  can  ut m po erless against t e 

reaping  e anguis   al ays feel en s e s in pain 
ells up in my c est and t reatens to register on my 

face   notice er louse as pulled out of er skirt in 
t e ack again and force myself to stay calm  uck 
your tail in  li le duck   say  smoot ing t e louse 

ack in place  en t e unt inka le appens and 
rim s name does get 

dra n at t e reaping 
atniss protects er y 
olunteering to g t in 

t e unger games in 
place of er  
 n classic dysto
pian no els like  

y eorge r ell and 
ra e e  orld t e 

main c aracters li e 
pre y regular li es  e 
aut or focuses on t eir 
regular day to day ac
ti ities in t eir society 
and t en to s o  o  t ey interact it  t eir po
litical landscape  inston kept is ack turned to 
t e telescreen  t as safer  t oug  as e ell kne  
e en a ack can e re ealing  inston is so afraid 
of t e go ernment t at e en en e turns is ack 

e s orried t at is t oug ts of re ellion ill e 
found out  
 n  t ere is one moment of modern ac
tion  en t e om  is dropped  t er t an t at t e 
action of t is dystopian no el is internal  like orry
ing a out t e t oug t police  inston p ysically isn t 

g ting ot er people or t e go ernment  atniss  on 
t e ot er and  is s ooting arro s at a ag of ap
ples to trigger an e plosion  en t e apples spill 
to t e ground and m lo n ack ard into t e air  

and g ting for supplies in an arena   m turning to 
re an arro  again en t e second knife catc es 

me in t e fore ead  e unger ames is a out t e 
g ting  alf of t e ook is set in t e arena ere 

tons of action is taking place  f t is as a real dysto
pian ook it ould focus on o  t e unger ames 
a ects t e se ng i e  t e political atmosp ere  peo
ple s reactions to t e unger ames  o  atniss 
c anges  and t e ay t e go ernment t inks  At 
t e end of t e ook t ere is some resolution en 

atniss takes out t e erries  o e er  t is is not an 
acti e statement against t e go ernment  it s a gam

it designed to sa e er skin and er lo e interest   
spread out my ngers  and t e dark erries glisten 
in t e sun   gi e eeta s and one last s ueeze as a 
signal  as a good ye  and e egin counting  ne  

ay e m rong  o  
ay e t ey don t care if 
e ot  die  ree  

t s too late to c ange 
my mind   li  my and 
to my mout  taking one 
last look at t e orld  

omeo and uliet muc  
e does disagree it  

t em  ut s e s more 
orried a out sa ing 
eeta  f  ant to keep 
eeta ali e  e got to 

gi e t e audience some
t ing more to care a out  

tar crossed lo ers desperate to get ome toget er  
o earts eating as one  omance

 t s not ust e unger ames t at doesn t 
fall into a true dystopian category  it s all modern 
dystopia  ooks  i ergent is anot er e ample  et s 
e onest  kids no adays really only nd a ook in

teresting if it as some action ad enture i es  ut if 
you add too muc  you take a ay from a ook eing a 
true dystopian no el  A prime e ample is e unger 

ames  t as catered to at ould sell  at kid 
ouldn t pick up a ook a out ot er young adults 

killing eac  ot er and not ant read it  oes t is 
mean t at true dystopian no els are dying reed in 
t is ne  generation

 don t ant to keep 
reading t is ook to see 

o  t e protagonist in
teracts it  t eir political 
en ironment  o   ant 
to kno  if atniss ill in 
t e unger games  or if 
s e ll pick ale or eeta  

”



Page  24   |  ARE WE THERE YET?

controlled y t e totalitarian go ernment kno n as 
t e Capitol  ut t e ooks seem to focus more on 
t e action ad enture in t e unger ames and t e 
lo e triangle et een atniss  eeta  and ale t an 
on any sort of political statement
 omance plays a uge roll in t e t e ooks  
e en more so t an t e dystopian elements  A lot 
of atniss  feelings are related to t e lo e trian
gle and in uence t e decisions most importantly 
concerning sur i al  s e makes en s e is in t e 
games  roug  t is romance t e reader is intro
duced to o  caring  sel ess  and i y s e is  n 

atc ing t e screen roadcasting t e 
games  ale sees is lo e  atniss  de
cide to risk er life to sa e eeta and 

passionately kiss im  urt  ale slo ly looks 
a ay it  a disappointed look on is face ecause 

e as lo ed er for so long and as anted to 
e it  er for e en longer  e unger ames 

trilogy is almost al ays la eled as dystopian  ut 
a er taking a closer look  came to t e conclusion 
t at t e ooks really are not dystopian no els  ut 
simply contain some elements of one  t is true 
t at t e orld of anem is ery unpleasant and 

DYSTOPIC ROMANCE
Melina 

IS THE HUNGER GAMES A TRUE DYSTOPIA?
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t e rst no el atniss decides to go along it  t e 
starcrossed lo ers  image it  eeta in order to 

a ract t e Capitol to liking t em and t erefore per
suading  t em to send resources t ey need en 
t ey are in t e games  At t e end of t e games  
s e c eats t e gamekeepers y pretending to take 
nig tlock erries so neit er eeta or er get to li e  
and for t e rst time t o inners are produced 
from t e games  ot  of t ese actions s o  o  
far s e ould go for ot  er o n and t e sur i al 
of er partner as ell as creating a dramatic lo e 
story et een t o teenagers
 According to t e oodreads e site  t e 

unger ames trilogy is categorized as a set of ac
tion ad enture  ooks  and  t ink t at is rig ully 
named  e rst nine c apters of t e rst ook fo
cus on o  atniss prepares for t e games includ
ing saying good ye to er family and meeting it  

er coac  eginning in c apter ten en s e rst 
steps foot in t e unger ames arena and t roug  
c apter t enty e en s e and eeta are named 
t e ictors  t e main focus of t e narrati e is on 
t e action e ind er sur i al  t is ri en in a fast 
paced  page turning ay t at makes t e reader not 

ant to put t e ook do n in fear t at somet ing 

terri le mig t appen at any moment and t ey 
must read on  es  t is de nitely could e a main 
factor of a dystopian trilogy  and t ey do reference 

o  t e Capitol is reacting to t e rutality of t e 
games  ut as t e trilogy goes on  it ecomes more 
a out t e ar action et een t e people and t e 
Capitol  ltimately  t e ooks mostly focus on t e 

ar et een t e Capitol and t e people
 astly   t ink t ese ooks do not make a 
true dystopian story ecause of t e ay it ends  

appily  A er eing rain as ed y t e Capitol and 
turned against atniss  eeta reco ers and t e t o 
starcrossed lo ers go on to li e a life it  rutal 
memories and  ut no  in a peaceful orld 

it  t e potential to start o er and create a e er 
future for t eir c ildren  Compared to dystopian 
classics ic  a e gi en t is genre a name suc  as 

ra e e  orld and  ic  end in a suicide 
and conforming to a totalitarian leader  t e unger 

ames does not end so drastically  oget er  all of 
t ese mentioned components produce a ell rit
ten  page turning series ut not one  ould classify 
as dystopian  

en you t ink of dystopias  you t ink 
a out a sta le ut a ed society   e 
society maintains sta ility  ut at a cost   

or e ample  in ra e e  orld  ere soma is 
used to ensla e t e citizens to feel enforced ap
piness   ey are trapped in t is appy orld t at 
only lasts ten ours   e citizens are forced to con
form to society t roug  operant conditioning and 
enforced drug use  
 ou re pro a ly not familiar it  rsula e 

uin s s ort story  e nes o alk A ay rom 
melas   e price paid for sta ility in t is orld is 

frig teningly simple  ut unpleasant   e uin de
scri es melas as an ideal city  t roug  t e guise 
of a utopia   e story egins at summer festi al  

it  cro ded streets and sounds of  s immer
ing of gong and tam ourine  t at dre  people to 
dance   erry omen carrying t eir a ies and 
c a ng as t ey alked  ile c ildren are playing 
t roug  t e streets  illing orses it  t eir are

THE ONES WHO WALK 
AWAY FROM OMELAS

Mayong 
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feets  
 ounds great rig t
 ell not only is t e city 
full of suc  great and fun t ings  
t e citizens are smart and non
iolent   e uin goes into great 

measures to really con ince us 
t at t e citizens of melas are 
no less comple  t an us and are 

C  in e ery ay   e de
scri es melas as a clean and 

ell maintained city it  no 
king or go ernment   ut t ere 
is one e ception  in t is society 
for a idyllic city
 e one e ception t at 
must e follo ed for t e idyllic 
city t ey desire  ere all t e 
un appiness of t e society is 
placed upon a c ild   e c ild 

as locked in a asement cell co ered in its o n 
e crement and festered it  sores   t as eit er 

orn defecti e or ecame an im ecile t roug  fear  
malnutrition and neglect   e c ild did li e a nor
mal life as a citizen  t could still remem er sunlig t  
its mot er s 
oice  and 

s o m e t i m e s 
speaks and 
cries   ill e 
good  lease 
let me out  
for a good deal 

ut t ey ne er 
ans er   t only 
makes ining sounds and speaks less and less  t is 
kept in misery to ena le e eryone else s appiness  
t e ealt  of t eir c ildren  t e eauty of t eir city  
and t e a undance of t eir ar est
 ink of it as an allusion to esus  ut not 
entirely like it   esus as orn to die on t e cross 
for t e sins commi ed y mankind   t as esus s 

fate to sacri ce is life for is 
people   o e er  t e di er
ence is t at t e c ild is a scape
goat not a sacri ce  
 Are t e people of melas 
really doing t is for t e city or 
t emsel es  
 o  most citizens don t feel 
any guilt a out t e c ild  in fact 
some feel contented   ome are 
e en disgusted y t e c ild ut 
most of t em learn to accept 
t e situation  any anted to 

elp t e c ild ut t ey egan 
to rationalize t at if t e c ild 

as to e roug t into sunlig t 
and cleaned  all t e prosper
ity and eauty and delig t of 

melas ould it er and e 
destroyed   e e ploitation of 

t e c ild is only to ene t t emsel es  
 en young people lea e ome and does 
not come ack en t ey a e seen t e c ild in t e 
room and keeping alking   ey lea e melas  
t ey alk a ead into t e darkness  and t ey do not 

come ack  
e uin says   

e ones o 
alks a ay 

are di erent  
ey on t 

accept t e 
c ild s mis
ery  or refuse 
to accept t e 

cost for t eir idyllic society  
 e nes o alks A ay from melas 
and ra e e  orld demonstrate t at sta ility of
ten comes at a cost   or some in t e city of melas  
t e cost is too muc

“She describes Omelas as a clean 
and well-maintained city with no 
king or government.  But there is 
one exception, in this society for 
a idyllic city. ”
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  n t e ord of t e lies e can see a 
clear di ision et een t e oys en t ey 

rst meet  e only oys o kno  eac  ot er 
from efore are t e kids t at are part of t e 
c oir and follo  t eir leader o at t e egin
ning t ey call erride  rom t e eginning 

e see t at ack erride  is used to eing a 
c ief and a leader  en t e oys decide t at 
t ere s ould e a leader  erride  nominates 

imself rig t a ay ut t e oys don t like t e 
idea and say o  a out a ote  and t at is 

o  alp  ecomes 
c ief and erride  

ecomes t e one o 
stri es to drag all t e 

oys on t e island into 
sa agery  
 rom t e 
ery eginning ack 

is descri ed as a 
not c arming oy it  an ugly face  ic  

to me makes me t ink a out a illain in t e 
mo ie o is ugly and o erall not ery ell 
liked   n t e ot er and e a e alp  o 
is descri ed as c arming and great it  all 
t e c aracteristics of a leader  ut e is so 
insecure t at it doesn t ork out  ack can see 
t at alp  lacks leaders ip skills e en t oug  

e may seem like a leader  and t at is en e 
egins to slo ly ring out t e sa agery in e ery 
oy   As t e narrator informs us  at intelli

gence ad een s o n as tracea le to iggy 
ile t e most o ious leader as ack

 ooking ack at t e story  it is clear t at 
ack is t e gure ead of e il  leading almost 

e ery ody astray  irst  ant to start o  it  
t is great inspirational uote y ack e e 
got to a e rules and o ey t em  A er all  

e re not sa ages  e re nglis  and t e ng
lis  are est at e eryt ing  o  ironic is t is  

e scene in ic  e see one of ack s rst 
glimpses of ack s personality is t e scene in 

ic  e stays out late unting  diso eying 
alp s orders  in order to satisfy is desire for 

meat  en ack re
turns  e tries to ustify 

is actions  ack tried 
to con ey t e compul
sion to track do n and 
kill t at as s allo ing 

im up  en ack is 
con eying is desire to 
kill and get meat e is 

descri ed as a ing madness  in is eyes  is 
scene s o s us is rst act of diso edience 
to ards t e c ief and t e rules and is desire 
to kill  
 n c apter four e can see t at ack 
continues it  is desire and urge to unt ut 
is no  gi ing imself more po er y s ielding 

is identity y painting is face  ack looked 
in astonis ment  no longer at imself ut at an 
a esome stranger  e egan to dance and is 
laug ter ecame a loodt irsty snarling  ack 

id  li erated from s ame and self conscious
ness  e can also see t at e is no  dragging 

JACK THE ANIMATOR 

 all the boo s  read in high school, one character stands out as the a gurehead o  e il and destruction 
 ac  ro  the Lord o  the Flies  ac  is pure e il  he dri es the rest o  the boys a ay ro  ci ili ation 

and to ards illing or eat and then or un

Adriana 

“Merridew becomes the one who strives to drag all the boys on the island into savagery. ”
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minor c aracters  suc  as amneric  o do not 
ant to go unting at all ut do it for fear of ack  

n t is c apter e see t at ack nally ful lls is 
desire for pig meat and no  feels t e desire to e 
respected  follo ed  and e en re ered   painted 
my face  stole up  o  you eat all of you
A lot appens in c apter e  irst of all e it
ness an all out argument et een alp  and ack 
t at ends it  t e meeting and gets t e younger 
kids e cited it  t e idea of a ing ack as t eir 
ne  leader  ollocks to t e rules  e re strong

e unt  f t ere s a east  e ll
unt it do n  e ll close in and eat and eat and 
eat  n t eir argument ack tells alp  at  

t ink is de nitely t e most important c aracter
istic of a leader you can t sing  n t is scene e 
can see t at all ack cares a out is eating meat  

unting  and a ing fun  and not going ome  e 
also see t at most of t e oys are already leaning 
to ard ack s side  ey too ould like to a e 
meat and unt  iggy s statement fores ado s 
later e ents f ack as c ief e d a e all unting 
and no re  e d e ere till e died  
 ese are only t ree of t e many scenes in 
t e ook in ic  e see ack transform into a full 
on sa age o is t irsty for lood  ereas t e 
dystopian stories e read t is year generally ad 
no clear gure ead   t e go ernment or some 
ot er institution is in c arge  e source of sa
agery in ord of t e lies is ack  a age oys like 
ack uses t eir po er to gratify t eir o n desires  

treating t e li le oys as o ects for t eir o n 
amusement

TRUMP AND MACHIAVELLI
Madie 

A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN?

Sound familiar   t oug t so  too  on
ald rump s ids for political po er re
mind me of iccol  ac ia elli in many 

ays  and it s not ust t eir deplora le 
personalities t at line up eerily ell  n  

ac ia elli rote a ook called e rince  
ic  lays out suggestions and guidelines for 

men to follo  if t ey is  to ecome a suc
cessful ruler  As  as reading   as surprised 
to see t at muc  of t e ideology outlined in 

is ook can e applied to rump s presiden

tial candidacy  and to is presidency t us far
 n c apter  of e rince  ac ia
elli ad ises t at a ruler need not feel uneasy 

a out eing criticised for t at ad e a iour 
ic  is necessary to maintain t e state  

onald rump s speec es last year ile e 
as campaigning make t is uote easily ap

plica le  rump o en spoke negati ely of is 
political ri als  and made derogatory and un
seemly remarks a out people from all alks 
of life  Clearly  e asn t orried a out 

iccol  achia elli, the great si teenth century Florentine diplo at, is synony ous ith ruthless, 
i oral, sel ser ing beha ior  Despite his bad rap, and hile he did habitually cheat on his i e, he as 
a lo ing ather, loyal riend, and brutally honest obser er o  the hu an condition  e co ented on 
e erything he sa   the cruelty, brutality, lies, and deceit  and asn t a raid to tell it li e it is  
          Su y ans, Ra Story istory e s et or
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eing criticized for is ad e a ior on t e 
campaign trail  or e and is pla orm ould e 
made more of an e ort 
to tone it do n  o is
and ac ia elli s cred
it  e on t e electoral 
college y an unprece
dented margin  As one 
reporter put it  Clin
ton s  approac  on er o er  million more 
otes t an rump  is approac  on im t e 

presidency  ac ia elli s model ts onald 
like a glo e  e may not a e e a ed in a pres
idential or decent manner  ut e did at as 
necessary to in
 Anot er sticking point comes it  t is 

ac ia ellian guidance  et a prince a e t e 
credit for con uering and olding is state  t e 
means ill al ays e considered onest  and e 

ill e praised y e ery ody  rump s deli ery 
makes people see im as onest  claiming it s 

ecause e speaks is mind  and tells it like it is  
is supporters admire im and elie e in im 
ecause t ey feel e isn t iding anyt ing from 

t em  and onald imself is ery a are of t is 
fact  As e puts it  t e people  t ey lo e me  

at sounds a lot like at ac ia elli intend
ed  and ile e may not e praised y e ery
one in t e country  t ere are a fair amount o 
do
 n t e ne t c apter of e rince  ac
ia elli rites erefore it is unnecessary for a 
prince to a e all t e good ualities  a e de
scri ed  ut it is ery necessary to appear to 

a e t em  perfectly descri ing yet anot er 
ac ia ellian tec ni ue t at onald rump 

used on t e campaign trail  is surface le
el persona t at got so many oters on oard 

it  is ake America reat Again tagline 
as designed to e appealing  e appears to 
a e all t e good ualities  ac ia elli talks 

a out  suc  as onesty  friends ip  kindness  
and integrity  n closer inspection  o e er  

e s clearly een follo ing t e unnecessary to 
a e t em  route

 en a er e took o ce  e as still 
inad ertently follo ing ac ia elli s ad ice  

rom c apter  t does not take a ay your 

reputation if you aste at elonged to ot
ers  ut adds to it  t is only in asting your o n 

possessions t at in ures 
you  rump s numerous 
acation days ile in 

o ce is ust one e am
ple of o  e s started 
spending ot ers  mon
ey efore is o n  e 

as e en admi ed to t is  ras ly 
c l a i m i n g t at ere s not ing like 
doing t ings it  ot er people s money
 o close on a slig tly more contradicto
ry note  t ere is one ig ay in ic  onald 
rump decidedly does not conform to ac ia
elli s lengt y c ecklist  Are you ready  ere s 

t e c apter  eading

C A  
A    A   A  A  

 A a  is is t e point ere onald s 
a less ac ia ellian strategy completely falls 

apart  Alt oug  iccol  does instruct t at it is 
iser to e feared t an lo ed  e also emp a

sizes t at inspiring atred in one s su ects ill 
only ring a out t e end of one s reign more 
s i ly impeac ment  anyone  And a oiding 

atred isn t taken lig tly y t e talian master
mind  ecause c apter  is one of t e long
est c apters in t e ook  o ile all ot er e i
dence may point une ui ocally to ards onald 
rump eing a perfect ac ia ellian candidate  

t is is one re u al t at could e used to com
pletely dissol e t at entire argument
 onald rump s political presence may 
not e a perfect matc  for a ac ia ellian 

rince  ut e comes close to ng t e mold  
And upon reading any more t an one sentence 
of ac ia elli s pu lication  it is impossi le not 
to notice t e parallels e rince as it  t e 
si ng president s politics and personality  As 
one riter on t e aily os aptly put it  e ery 
damn sentence in t e ook  ad rele ance  and 
 ould a e to agree  onald rump  Commander 

in C ief   and rince

“There’s nothing like doing things with other people’s money. ”
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DYSTOPIA GOES CORPORATE

 resident elect onald rump s inaugura
tion into o ce as spiked t e sales of eorge r

ell s ineteen ig ty our increasing sales y 
 percent  according to t e u ngton ost  

and argaret At ood s e andmaid s ale in
creasing ook printing demand y  copies 
in  according to t e e  ork imes  pro ing 
t at dystopian literature continues to maintain its 
intrigue for its depiction 
of dark orlds set in t e 
not so distant future  

ile classic dystopi
as ere set ased in a 

orld ruled y corrupt 
go ernments  a ole 
ne  reed of dystopi
as as come a out  e 
present day enemy for 
t e genre is corporate 
corruption
 ra e e  

orld and ineteen
ig ty our are t o 

nota le dystopias t at take place in go ernmen
tally controlled societies it in ngland  emes 
of citizen conditioning and manipulation  and t e 
presence of di ided c aracter groups types i e  
Alp as   etas  or   a ages  and  t ose of t e 
nner arty  or t e uter arty  are central  
u ley rote ra e e  orld under t e in u

ence of past utopian no els suc  as A odern to
pia and  en ike ods  e o en referred to ra e 

e  orld as simply a negati e utopia  as c ar
acters it in t e no el are o li ious to t e oppres
si e  aut oritarian  dystopian like practices  ile 
readers are a le to easily identify t ese t emes  

eorge r ell  o e er  rote ineteen ig ty
our from a place of fear and concern for t e ay 

in ic  t e orld  speci cally ritis  emocracy  
as eaded follo ing  e no el s o n go

erning arty s slogan stating  ar is peace  free
dom is sla ery  ignorance is strengt  is ea ily no
ta le  as in t e story it represents t e eakening of 
indi idual independence and t e force of a propa
ganda induced  fear  ot  of r ell s Animal arm 

 and ineteen ig ty our  s are t e 
common element of follo ing t e cra ed society s 
enforced class distinctions nner party  uter 

party  roles  an 
 ig  ineteen
ig ty our is most 

o en referred to as 
a cautionary tale  
on re olution  ic  
many it in our actu
al and current orld 

ie  to e olding 
true
 ile ooks like 

ra e e  orld and 
 feature go ern

ments t at ere rit
ten it  t e intention 

to con ey e eryone conditioning to e t e same  
t eir modern counterparts portray societies t at 
are far more di isi e  in a more economical con
te t  e unger ames and i ergent are t o 
prominent e amples of t is  uzanne Collins rote 

e unger ames nota ly similar in plot to  e 
o ery  set in a post apocalyptic ersion of ort  

America t at takes place in an unkno n future 
time  e ealt po er struggle et een t e ery 

ealt y and ery poor citizens of t e no el s so
ciety of anem  t e use of t e unger ames as 
entertainment for t e ery ealt y located in t e 
capital of anem far a ays from t e poor  and 
t e inclusion of a totalitarian go ernment  all place 
dystopian t emes in a modernized  ealt  ased  
conte t  
 eronica ot  rote i ergent in t e same 

Annette 
BIG BUSINESS IS THE NEW VILLAIN 

“While classic dystopi-as were set based in a world ruled by corrupt governments, a whole new breed of dystopi-as has come about. The present-day enemy for the genre is corporate corruption. ”
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common post apocalyptic orld of C icago  reaking 
do n  di ided faction types for t e society rudite  

auntless  Candor  A negation  Amity  eac  falling 
under t e control of prominent capital usiness like 
po ers  is ersion of C icago s go ernment leads 
t e society to elie e t at t ey are only a le to t 
into one faction  for t e full ene t of t eir city  or 
else t ey ll t eir e killed  o e er  room is le  for 
t e factionless  in t is orld  made up of t ose o 
cannot e categorized into any of t e e factions  
resulting in t em eing le  in po erty and or to con
duct demanding ork for t e society  is is anot er 
e ample of t e placement of dystopian t emes into 
a conte t of a ealt  ased en ironment  ese t o 

ooks are o en compared as t ey re commonly cat
egorized under t e same young adult dystopian gen
re and  are ot  o en descri ed to follo  t e same 
stylistic structure  
 As older dystopias ri en during t e t en

tiet  century are seen to ecome more and more 
rele ant to issues it in today s society  modern 
dystopia may ust e a predictor into at t e orld 
may soon continue resem le  e mo ement aiming 
to take a ay omen s irt ing rig ts  t e implemen
tation of increased national security  and t e cate
gorical practices of classifying people it in society  
speci cally ased upon race  are all t ings t at t  
century dystopias a e fores ado ed  it  t e pref
ace of an apocalyptic orld seeming drastic  modern 
dystopia as already egan to dra  a ention to t e 
potential and already occurring issues of ig usi
ness  ile t ese issues are e aggerated in dystopia 
t ey re t at are de eloping to e present it in our 

orld  gaining recognition as issues to e de ated 
it in our politics today  

IS EQUALITY DANGEROUS?
Mae Goodrich 

VONNEGUT’S CLASSIC REFLECTS ITS TIME 

 ery ody as nally e ual  ey eren t 
only e ual efore od and t e la  ey ere e ual 
in e ery ic  ay  
 ese are t e opening lines of arrison 

ergeron  a dystopian s ort story ri en y urt 
onnegut in  ic  e plores t e detrimental ef

fects of total e uality  e go ernment in onnegut s 
story andicaps its citizens o are smarter  strong
er  and more eautiful t an ot ers so t at e eryone 
is p ysically and mentally alike  pon reading t e 
piece for t e rst time  its message confused me  Ad
mi edly  onnegut s portrayal of e uality is e treme  

o e er  t e concept t at t ere could e er e suc  
a t ing as too muc  fairness as completely foreign 
to me  istory can pro e t at e ual opportunities for 
all a e ne er truly e isted  and many aspects of is
torical in ustice directed to ards racial   et nic and 
and religous religious minorities  immigrants  om

en  people of lo  socioeconomic status and more 
continue to t ri e today  specially in our country s 
current political climate   ope  am not alone in 

elie ing t at ad ocating for ustice is al ays a goal 
ort  stri ing for  o y does onnegut s message 

in arrison ergeron seem to suggest ot er ise  
is s ort story  like so many ot er dystopian piec

es  as ri en during t e eig t of t e Cold ar  
ollo ing orld ar  t e econd ed care of t e 

s and s caused a idespread fear of com
munism t roug out t e nited tates  e pu licized 
in estigations of go ernment o cials and cele rities 

y t e ouse n American Acti ities Commi ee   
enator osep   cCart y  and  irector  dgar 
oo er created an o erall anti communist sentiment 

among many Americans  A ma or component of com
munist ideology as t e eradication of social classes  
singular go ernment systems and money  ic  as 
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supposed to metap orically le el t e playing eld  
erefore  it makes sense t at arrison ergeron 

arns against totalitarian e uality  ic  as 
at many Americans percei ed communism to 

e  A erall  t e purpose of t e dystopian genre 
as a ole is to inform its readers a out possi le 
t reats to society  and t is story appears to e no 
di erent

e ert eless  t e message in arrison ergeron is 
ironic en t e concerns of my generation are tak
en into account  oday it seems t at t e presence 
of too muc  e uality in our society is t e least of 
our orries  er t e course of my senior year in 

ig  sc ool   a e come to realize rst and t at 
t ere is a lot of ine uity en it comes to t e pro
cess of a aining a ig er education  Alt oug  t ere 
are many arriers t at pre ent young people from 
going to college and staying in college  t e one t at 
a ected me t e most is income ine uality  ile 
many sc ools are commi ed to maintaining a di
erse student ody  colleges tend to inad ertently 

fa or students from ig income ackgrounds o 
are illing and a le to pay t e full price of tuition 
and ot er associated e penses  c ools try to ap

peal to t ese students y adding lu uries like ig er 
uality food programs or ne ly reno ated dormito

ries  ic  only increases t e costs  Coming from a 
lo income family meant t at my college decision 

as ased ea ily on nancial realities  ut of t e 
e sc ools  as accepted to  only one of t em 

as a le to gi e me a price tag t at ould allo  me 
to get a degree it out taking on an unreasona

le amount of de t   kno  t at t is is not t e case 
for e eryone and it frustrates me  t s not fair en 
students are denied a ig er education ecause of 
factors t at are out of t eir control  namely t eir 
parents  earnings

urt onnegut and  are from di erent eras  ni
tially   ad a ard time it  t e idea t at society 
s ould e ary of too muc  e uality  ut  a e 
come to t e conclusion t at arrison ergeron is a 
product of its time  ile t e o erarc ing t emes 
of t is piece re ect t e anti communist a tudes 
of Americans during t e s  s  and s  t ese 
t emes are less rele ant today  n ustice is still ery 
muc  ali e in our society and e s ould al ays e 

orking for a more e ual orld

 m sure you are all too familiar it  t e 
campaign slogan aking America great again  

onald rump s entire campaign re ected t ese 
four ords and so far so a e is actions as com
mander and c ief  er aps t e key ord of t is as
surance is again  it implies our need to resort to 
past ideals to o tain greatness in t e future  any 
of t e ystopian no els  read t is year reminded 
me of t is slogan   Alt oug  dystopian no els are 
supposed to take place in t e future  t ey ine ita

ly dra  material from t e past
 e most important element of t ese 
no els is o  go ernment manages to control 
t eir population  e political structure used o en 

as many similarities to regimes of times gone y  

o ile t eses no els are set in t e future  t eir 
contents o en stem from  eit er current or past 
political situations
 ore o en t an not t ese ctional re
gimes are not ing ut slig t t eaks to eit er 
current or old orld systems    ne e ample is 
t e ery are ones idea of g ting and killing for 
sport or entertainment depicted in e unger 

ames  or many parents t e rutal games at t e 
capitol seem uite e treme and orrifying  and to 
many young readers t ey seem like an impossi le 
situation and t us futuristic  o   in case it asn t 
clicked yet  let me take you ack to ancient ome 

en gladiators foug t to t e deat  in t e colise
um for t e entertainment of t e people  muc  like 

LEANING ON THE PAST
Emma 

DYSTOPIAS BORROW FROM HISTORY 
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t e c ildren in t e arena  ese acti ities in ot  
acti ities are an e ort to assert control and instill 
fear   As atniss erdeen says  aking t e kids 
from our districts  forcing t em to kill one anot er 

ile e atc   t is is t e Capitol s ay of re
minding us o  totally e are at t eir mercy  is 
is ust one e ample of dystopian riters orro ing 
from t e past 

A more current e ample of resorting to t e 
past took place in our most recent political race  
more speci cally t e ideas presented in onald 
rump s campaign  at e means en e says  

ake America reat Again  is fe er immigrants  
more manufacturing o s  and access to c eap 
energy   All of t ese concepts are products of a 

ygone era o ering ne  c anges to ac ie e t e 
greatness of days past  ike many dystopian lead
ers is campaign promises rely on our comfort in 
t e past  as e says   t s our rig t as a so ereign 
nation to c oose immigrants t at e t ink are t e 
likeliest to t ri e and ouris  and lo e us   

ike onald rump  t e go ernment in 
t e no el e andmaid s ale as come to t e 
conclusion t at e must go ack in order to 
mo e for ard  n t is no el omen s rig ts are 
greatly diminis ed and controlled in an e ort to 
pre ent t e percei ed pro lems t at come it  
t e empo erment of omen  ese mandates 
include e eryt ing from restrictions on li ing  to 

t e repudiation of omen s rig ts  to dress codes   
ey a e accepted t ese rules ecause t ey feel 

t at t ere is not ing t ey can do  not unlike some 
americans  e main c aracter  red  oices t is 

elplessness in t e uote t isn t t e sort of t ing 
you ask uestions a out  ecause t e ans ers are 
not usually ans ers you ant to kno  Any ay 
t ere ouldn t e an ans er  

 ystopian no els use past s ortcomings and 
successes as inspiration ecause if t ey didn t t ey 

ouldn t a e any material it  ic  to pre
dict our future  t is easy for us to look at t ese 

ctional stories and read t em as ust t at  for t e 
purpose of entertainment  oug  if e dig a li le 
deeper into t ese go ernments and t eir societies 
and compare t em side y side it  ours  you ll 

nd t at t ey are all t e same one ay or anot er  
onald rump used t is same tactic to a ract is 

follo ing during is campaign  is slogan is t e 
perfect alance of preying on ot  our comfort 
in t e past and our fear in it  C ange inspires fear 
and fear inspires at e may percei e as closed 
mindedness  ut is really ust discomfort in t e 
unkno n
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“Imogine froze. She 
shouldn’t have said 
that. She’d let her 
guard down too 
much, and now this 
Corner Observer 
from hell knew ex-
actly what she was 
doing. ”

The Judging was the 
foundation on which 
modern society was 
built. Each person 
had a place, a “Path” 
that allowed them to 
contribute the most 
to society.

”“They sounded like something cool people would do back before schools were made great again. ”“A sharp shock from his 
regulation neck implant 
shook him back to cruel 
reality. No one was laughing. 
No one was smiling. Just 
pure efficiency. ”

“Three more officers 
surrounded her, and 
Jupiter saw no way 
out... She was going 
to have to wait until 
an opportunity for 
escape showed 
itself. ”



Fiction
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DANGEROUSLY ALONE 

June as one of t e nicest mont s  n fact  it 
as t e only mont  er since t e inistry 

declared time to e simply a construct  it as 
declared t at it ould al ays e une  as it as 
t e est mont  as decided y a popular ote  t 

as currently one of une s nicer seasons  en 
it as arm and sunny  ome people called t is 
time spring  as t at as at t eir grandparents 
used to call it  o e er  most of t e population 
decided t at tradition as og as  and it as 
ust to e kno n as arm

 Currently  t e sun asn t entirely isi le  
t as se ng  and turning t e large city colder 

as it continued on to t e ot er side of t e glo e  
As it gre  dimmer  t e rig t neon lig ts s one 
like glo  sticks in a dark room  rig t  siren red  
Cold  icy lue  Almost sickening green and yel
lo  ink so rig t it felt like it as s outing at 
you  
 And really  t ey all ere  Come ere  uy 
t is  e re open
 ut t at didn t ot er mogine  e ad 
gro n used to it all o er t e years  n fact  t at 

as ne er t e orst of it  e neon lig ts ere 
actually one of t e most calming parts of er 
day  is as t e time s e usually spent surrep
titiously  pondering o er t ings s e ad read or 
e en s ockingly  making stories of er o n
 ut t is day  as s e dragged er feet  s e 
couldn t e en force erself to t ink of anyt ing 

ut at as a ead  is ould eit er e er 
greatest ac ie ement  or er nal mistake  t 
didn t elp t at s e ad already een to a meet
ing and a small runc  t at day  a out no  as 

en s e as usually going ome to sleep  e
ing tired didn t usually do muc  e eryone gets 
tired sometimes  ut eing tired  along it  

a ing so li le energy from e eryt ing else t at 
day
 o  e t oug t  e repeated it in t e 
r yt m of er footsteps  at as t e ord t at 

al ays got er t roug  t e days  eeks  years  o  
e simply refused to focus on anyt ing esides er 

task  ailure as ne er an option  no ma er o  
orn out s e as

 e e entually made it to t e corporati e 
to er  t as rig t in et een a mo ie t eatre and a 

otel  ic  ad al ays made er onder ust at 
t e city designers ere e en t inking of pu ng t is 

ere  ut s e could ne er say t ose sorts of t ings 
aloud  t ose kinds of uestions ere dangerous  

at s o  you get marked  at s at makes you 
get tested
 e uilding as uncomforta ly air condi
tioned  ust a li le too cold to contrast t e outside  

is as normal  and mogine s ould a e not e en 
noticed it  ut it made er s i er  e tried to get to 
t e ele ator as uickly as s e could
 e as late  ut t at didn t ma er  e real
ly ad no rus   eing ust late enoug  as actual
ly encouraged in many situations  t s en to lea e 
t at s t e pro lem
 e couldn t lea e in  minutes  or e en 
t o ours  o ould usually e accepta le  ut 
it is still suspicious  o regular person lea es until 
a out t o and a alf  t ree if t ey re especially nor
mal  e ould a e to aim for t o and a alf  t at s 
t e earliest s e could go it out anyone ecoming 
suspicious
 e ele ator mo ed so slo ly  it as agoniz
ing  e tried to nd somet ing to distract erself 

it  e ele ator music seemed to ne er end as 
s e aited
 inally  it came to er oor  en t is far a ay  
s e could ear t e idle c a er from t e gat ering  

e couldn t turn ack no   missing an e ent as 
a ig red ag in t e eyes of t e inistry unless you 

ad a good e cuse  and mogine as far too tired 
to come up it  anyt ing suita le  e continued 
to put one foot in front of t e ot er  aking small 
steps until it as o er as t e only t ing s e could 
do at t is point  e took a deep reat  and contin

Charon 
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ued do n t e all ay  e found t e room num er 
s e found on t e in itation  room  t ad no 
door  so s e could already see t e festi ities going 
on inside  eople idly talking amongst t emsel es  
t e u et ta les it  food and of course  a punc  

o l  ome people a e already egun speaking to 
Corner ser ers  not t at t ere as any s ame in 
t at  s e as uick to t ink  C s are ere to elp 
you rela  e don t ite  ran t roug  er ead  a 
fragment of a go ernment sponsored commercial  

e could ne er get t ose out of er mind  no mat
ter o  ard s e tried  ay e if t ey didn t a e 
t at c eerful music in t e ackground  s e ould 

e a le to forget t em  ut t at as somet ing to 
ponder later  no  s e ad to discuss er arri al it  
t e C  of leek o are  nc
 e as easily spo ed  important persons 
almost al ays stayed it  t e action in e ents like 
t is  usually talking to multiple people at once  ok
ing  telling personal anecdotes  and o erall s o ing 

o  e ad a drink in and  of course  t as 
currently in style  and t ings t at are in style 

elp oost your reputation
 Again  one step at a time  s e ap
proac ed im  orry m late  e said   ad 
to nis  up some ork and talk it  a friend   
lost track of t e time
 A c orus of no rung t roug  er ead  

at as a terri le ay to approac  someone 
o got to decide if you got your promotion or 

not  ankfully  t e C  ust laug ed armly 
in response  e informality of t is entrance 
didn t seem to ot er im
 A  don t e all lose track of t ings 
e ery once in a ile  on t orry  you re ust 
in time to meet e eryone  ur team is ery 
e cited to get to kno  you  e continued to 
smile as e o ered a ands ake   kno  you 
already kno  me  ut m Aaron o ell  leas
ure doing usiness it  you
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 mogine s ook is and  glad t at e remind
ed er of at is name as  e could al ays rec
ognize faces immediately  ut names al ays slipped 
from er memory  ank you  m e cited to get to 
kno  e eryone else  too  m mogine orrison  
At least s e ga e a good rst impression  ile s e 

ad een a le to ork around ad impressions in 
t e past  starting o  on t e rig t track al ays made 
t ings easier  o  s e ust ad to keep doing good 
enoug  until s e could lea e
 A er some small talk it  Aaron and is col
leagues  mogine needed a reak  e as already 
e austed  and eing near all t ese people as 
e en orse t an s e t oug t it ould e  f course  
s e couldn t say t at to anyone  e ne t est t ing 
to lea ing as to go to t e u et  ne of t e est 
tricks s e ad e er learnt as t at no ody e pects 
an ans er from you if you re c e ing food  is as 
caused er some unpleasant stomac  ac es in t e 
past  en s e ad needed an e cuse to not talk to 
anyone  ut it ad certainly elped er stay under 
t e radar
 o er dismay  most of t e dis es in ol ed 
meat  A er some panicked scouring  s e nally de
cided ust to take a plate full of t e c eese c unks 
t at ad li le toot picks stuck in t em  t looked 
odd  ut s e could al ays e plain to anyone o 
asked t at s e as egetar
ian  at as al ays an eas
ier topic to talk a out  since 
t ose con ersations usually 
follo ed a simple formula  

iscuss egetarianism  y 
s e decided to ecome one  
talk a out animals for a ile  
done  t as refres ingly sim
ple in a c aotic en ironment 
like t is
 e egan to rela  
and ni le on some of t e 
c eese  t asn t good  ut it 

asn t ad eit er  ust land  
t ad to do  t oug  o ody 
as approac ing er so far  so 

it seemed to e orking
  ello
 e froze  e immediately kne  o it as 

e en efore s e sa  t e name tag and t e note
ook  at c eerful smile  e ay t ey said ello  

e ro otic ay t ey a ed to er
 A Corner ser er
 mogine uickly nis ed t e c eese s e 

as ni ling on  C s are ere to elp you rela  
e don t ite  rung t roug  er mind again  ut 

s e kne  t at t is as a ad sign  C s only target
ed people o eren t doing enoug  eople o 

ere out of line
 o  a e you een doing today  e C  
asked  reading from t eir note ook  Anyt ing e
citing appen  eir plastic smile ne er faded as 
t ey said t ese t ings
  not ing muc  mogine ondered 

o  s e could get rid of t em  s e ad dealt it  
C s in t e past  ut usually only en s e ap
proac ed t em rst  o  do you get one to lea e 
you alone it out eing reported for e a ioral 
issues   already isited a friend today  and it s a 

it late for me   go to ed around ten
 mm  interesting  e C s smile gre  
larger  t made mogine uncomforta le  eeling a 
li le tired  t en
 mogine esitated for only a second  o  
not at all  m a ing a lo ely time  really  eeting 
all t ese people is a good opportunity for me

  t at s spectacular  
ey looked o er at t e 

c eese si ng on er plate  
mm  a fan of gouda  are 

you  ay  a e one
 m  of course  mogine 
o ered one  e oped t at 
s e asn t making er dis
comfort it  t e situation 
too o ious
 e C  ate it uickly  arely 
e en taking t e time to c e  

ey t en used t e toot pick 
to point at mogine  o  if 
you don t mind me asking  
if you re a ing suc  a good 
time and all  y are you 
si ng ere at t e u et ta

le  All alone
 e paused  e ad oped t at talking 
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nicely to t em ould e enoug   t at it ould e 
okay to ust continue easily like t is  and e done 

it  it  e certainly didn t e pect t is   cuse 
me  e managed
 t s pre y sim
ple  e C  started 
using t e toot pick to 
clean t eir teet  it
ting in someplace safe  

ut not really a corner 
so no ody could ug 
you  e ng lots of 
food to distance your
self   mean  cle er   
get it  ut t at kind of 
t ing on t ork fore
er  you kno
 mogine couldn t 
e en manage ords  

e t oug t t at s e ad it all gured out  at 
s e kne  all t e tricks  t at Corner ser ers only 
stuck to at t ey ere taug t  talk to people 

o go ide in  o iously  t e corners
 ike  props to you  you tried  ut you can t 
al ays run from your pro lems  ey studied t e 
toot pick for a ile  efore icking it a ay  not 
e en trying to aim for a tras  in  ome of us are 
kind of smarter t an t at  And y some of us   
mean me
 ut  m a ing a good time   really am  
mogine tried er ardest to sound sincere  t s 
ust t at not all of us can uggle so many t ings in 

one day
 e C s rig t smile turned into a smirk  

eally  d t ink t at it  all t is e citement you d 
e ready to tackle more t ings  r t at anging 

out it  ot ers ould elp you
 mogine froze  e s ouldn t a e said 
t at  e d let er guard do n too muc  and no  
t is Corner ser er from ell kne  e actly at 
s e as doing
 ey  don t orry a out it  All e need is to 
get you set up for some simple reeducation  ere  
 can e en put your name do n on t e good list if 

you accept it illingly  t on t e en interfere it  
your o   promise  e C s smirk faded into t e 
c eerful smile mogine as so used to seeing on 

t em  ut s e could still see t e glint in t eir eyes 
t at said gotc a
  o  e took a deep reat   don t 

need reeducation  t ank 
you  e felt erself eing 

acked e en more into a met
ap orical corner as s e con
tinued to speak to t em
 A  ut you can t say no  

e C  ook t eir ead pit
ifully  o  no  you can t   

a e enoug  e idence ere 
to report you already  en 

it out your name  m sure 
t e inistry could identify 
you it  t e information  
supply  eally  if you ust ork 

it  me  your reeducation 
could e done in only t o 

e e k s or so  ure  t e o  o er you e 
got no  ould pro a ly lea e  ut e ll ensure you 
keep your current one  if you cooperate
 mogine couldn t andle it  e kne  t at 
people o ere taken for reeducation ne er got 
integrated ack into society as easily as t at  m 
sorry  e mu ered  se ng er plate ack do n 
on t e ta le  e t en ran  ast t e u et ta le  
t roug  t e door  do n t e all ay to t e ele ator  

e didn t e en ear t e C  s out at er  e ust 
needed to get a ay from all t is
 ey d catc  er  e ad ne er eard a sto
ry ere an intro ert e er got a ay from t e in
istry  ut s e didn t kno  at else to do ut run  
aking t e stairs do n as a assle  ut s e as still 

a le to get out t e uilding in time to start running 
t roug  t e city
 t as far a ay  ut s e kne  ere t e 
nearest eac  as  o  t at t e inistry ould e 
alerted  not ing ould ma er anymore  And s e 

ad een meaning to do t is for a long time  e 
didn t e en kno  if s e d make it to t e eac  ut 
s e kept running
 e could see t e eadlines no

A   CA  A  
 A  A    A

“Imogine froze. She 
shouldn’t have said 
that. She’d let her 
guard down too 
much, and now this 
Corner Observer 
from hell knew ex-
actly what she was 
doing. ”
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THE VIGILANT EYE

Erika coug ed erself a ake  e kind of dry  
acking coug  you can only get during inter  

t didn t last ery long  ut it doesn t take ery 
long for ni ersal Ad ancements clocks to ping  
And so it did  
 earily  rika rolled o er to c eck ad er
tisement on t e display  ome ite o le it  a 
red cap  linking t e sleep out of er eyes  s e rst 
recognised t e yello red A logo on t e front  
and t en  a  Coug  medicine  it  an option 
for immediate deli ery to er apartment to a oid 
lea ing one s ome at t is truly dreadful time  f 
course  t e clock s microp ones ould a e rec
ognised a coug  rig t a ay  rum ling  s e rolled 
a ay from it to try to fall ack asleep  e could 
ust uy medicine tomorro  Anot er coug  e 

clock pinged a it louder  t e display gro ing ust 
a it rig ter  
 Angrily  s e turned to face t e clock and 
glared at it  t en pulled it o er face do n  aying 
do n again  s e coug ed  e clock pinged once 
again  Cursing t e A  er lungs  and alarm clocks 
e ery ere  rika sat up  e clock ould ne er 
s ut up unless s e oug t t e medicine  r if it 

as unplugged  ut t at ould reset t e clock 
again  ell t en  if s e asn t going to get any 
sleep tonig t any ays  s e mig t as ell sa e a it 
of money  ost people ould ust it t e deli ery 
option on t e clock s face and call it a nig t  ut 
t ose people ere also ne it  t eir e ery action 

eing recorded and automated  ot me  t oug  
m rat er alone in c eris ing t e fe  moments  
a e pri ate  

 e A fed all of t e data t ey collected 
from t eir mandatory microp ones into a cen
tral ser er  and it as sorted into a uni ue pro le 
for you  at you did and didn t act fa ora ly to  

at you oug t  and e en o you interacted 
it  all fed into your pro le  any of t eir prod

ucts ould t en o er you ad ertisements ased 
on your pro le  tailored for you  r rat er  o t e 

A t oug t you ere  
 rika stood outside er room as s e aited 
for t e ele ator  undled up in a pu y A acket  At 
t is point  s e as eginning to regret ge ng up  

y  e as still going to spend money on t e 
medicine  e couldn t get re enge  on a clock  
As t e ele ator s dial ticked closer to t e t  oor  
s e kept t inking  o  s e asn t trying to spite t e 
clock  e lamed t e A  ea  at as it  ut 
t en y am  ge ng on t e ele ator   can see 
t e A logo on t e doors  it s  to a e an
ot er camera  and t ey re going to keep recording 
me and trying to manipulate me  o y not ma
nipulate t em  eir data collection is automated  

e ele ator dinged open  prompting er for ard  
A c oice  rika esitated for a moment  cleared 

er t roat  and loudly said    A   
A  A  e ele ator  of course  did not re

act  urning to ards t e stairs  s e das ed do n
 rika stepped out of er dingy apartment  
t e time no   A  e city as al ays dif
ferent at nig t  all uildings  spo ed occasion

Max 
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ally it  an insomniac or nig t s i  orkers  
o n t ere  among t ose clusters of to ers  as 

a drugstore  treetlig ts lit er pat  rika took a 
step for ard  t en esitated under t e a ning  A 
made t e streetlig ts  so it s possi le t at t ere 

ere cameras in t em 
as ell  ossi le  o  
dum  can  e  e A 

ould ne er gi e up t is 
ig of an opportunity  
o y s ould  oday  
 am rika   A  ogger  
our algorit ms can deal 
it  t at  r  oe

er you are  As s e ran 
t roug  t e nig t doing 

er est to mask er fa
tigue  s e t oug t a out 
t e reclusi e C  of A  

o ody really kne  o 
e as  and t at as t e ay e liked it  Alone  un
atc ed  and ric  it  ot  money and pri acy  
e as asking in t e pro ts from near constant  

uni ersal pri acy in asions  t as contro ersial at 
rst  en A egan to o er a ome A  t at could 

respond to commands to order t ings from A  o 
do so  it ad to al ays e on  and at ould t at 
mean for one s security  ut it asn t in your ouse 
unless you oug t it  so it came it  li le resist
ance  en it as updated to o er you products 
depending on at it eard at anytime  and t ere 

as some resistance  ut still  unless you roug t 
t e li le cu e it  a speaker and plugged it in  it 

asn t an issue  ut once t e A tasted t e prof
its of a million impulse uys  t ey egan to t t e 
tec nology into anyt ing t ey sold  ecause t ey 
continued to earn money on eac  product e en af
ter t ey sold t em  t ey could a ord to make all 
of t eir products c eaper  e er  and at a greater 
rate  ey ent from ri aling  to pu ng t em 
out of usiness in mont s  And t ere ere com
plaints  ut t ey ere mostly mum les rat er 
t an t e great s outs you ould e pect from t e 

uick end of pri acy  eryt ing people oug t as 
ig er uality and c eaper  and so people stopped 

complaining  uildings ould e en agree to send 
t eir security camera feeds to t e A s pro lers in 
e c ange for c eaper construction costs  and t e 
con enience store rika sa  as s e rounded a cor
ner as no di erent

 e store as fair
ly simple  liding automatic 
doors at t e front ne t to a 
counter to pay for gas  and 
lines of s el es t roug out  
Cameras ere placed in stra
tegic locations to co er e ery 
inc  of t e store  t eir dark 
eyes capturing e eryt ing 
inside  Coug ing again  rika 

egan to alk to t e generic 
drug section  ast t e c eap 

atc es it  uilt in  for 
con enience  t e disposa le 
cameras t at sent a copy to 

t e A for safekeeping  t e small music players de
signed to a ac  to your arm as you run  t e old 
on  rika turned and looked do n t e rest of t e 
aisle  ere ere in ata le e ercise alls  eig ts  
and some elastic ands  rika didn t care  e ust 

anted to gra  some medicine and go ack to sleep  
ut  A  ogger rika a solutely did  e andered 

up and do n t e aisle  making sure t at t e camera 
couldn t deduce anyt ing ut interest  eaning in 
and pretending to read t e lur  on t e packaging  
nodding  a strategically placed mmm  A sudden 
onset of coug ing t at asn t part of t e c arade  

rika took t at as an e cuse to lea e and go gra  
t e medicine s e originally anted  e found t e 
pill o les nestled among t e ro s of identical pill 

o les  and s iped er de it card  e plastic co
ering opened up  and rika gra ed a o le  e 
door closed  anot er o le mo ed for ard  and 

rika coug ed  tu ng t e o le in er pocket  s e 
turned to lea e
 rika stared at t e o le in er and as s e 

alked ome  unny o  despite all er reser a
tions a out t e lack of pri acy  s e ad come to 
depend on t e A for so muc  o er t e past fe  
years  er alarm clock  alf t e appliances in er 

“Today, I am Erika, 
4 AM jogger. Your 
algorithms can 
deal with that, 
Mr. Whoever-you-
are. ”
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kitc en  and e en er C ere A 
rand  t simply as t e est op

tion a aila le en on a udget  
ut t at didn t mean t at one ad 

to take it lying do n  onig t  rika 
ould start to stand  and not ing 

could take er legs out from under 
er  etap orically  of course

 edicine taken  sleep 
sc edule messed up  and ack 

ome  rika opped ack into ed  
e pulled er clock o er  and sa  

t at it as no  ad ertising a c eap
er alternati e to t e medicine all 
s e ad mmed at in t e store  t 

ad updated er pro le t is easily  
at as pre y neat  t meant t at 

s e ould e a le to scre  it  it 
again in t e morning  ut it as al
ready  A  ot looking like a good 
day for p ysical acti ity  oga  per

aps  at as ust stretc ing  s e 
could look t at up online and see if 
s e got ads for mats  or ate er 
you yoga d it  lans made  s e 
rolled o er and closed er eyes  
 rika opened er eyes  er 
alarm adn t gone o  as it too 
early  t as supposed to ake er 
up efore se en so s e could go 
to ork  e ad spent t e entire 
day yesterday do nloading ake
speare and atc ing yoga tutorials  

i ng up again  s e linked to focus 
er eyes and looked at t e clock  ts 

screen seemed to display a solid lock of red  ait  
no  er eyes ere still lurry  e s ook er ead 
and s uinted to try to read ate er t ose lack 

lo s said
 C  A    A  

 A C        
C    A  A  A A  

 
 at  o e en reads t at stu  rika 
mum led  eart sinking  s e reac ed across t e ta

le to er p one  ome ody ould kno  o  to  

t is  Ale  or ara  t ey lo ed t e A s products  
t ey could elp
 C  A    A  

 A C        
C    A  A  A A  

 
   no  rika looked up and sa  t e 
same  ominous red glo  appearing from around 
t e corner to er kitc en
  no no no
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FIELDS OF ORANGE
Zoe 

It as around  in t e morning  so t e sun 
as ust arely s o ing a o e t e orizon  liz

a et  oke up slo ly  er alarm as set to go 
o  in less t an een minutes  so s e s ut it o  
and decided to get up a li le early  t as already 
seeming like it ould e a glorious uesday  t e 

eat er forecasted to e almy t e rest of t e 

eek  
 As s e started to eat er reakfast  le o
er lasagna from last nig t s meal  er cell p one 

rang
 at s up  liza et  asked  
 ey  you re opening up t e li rary today  
rig t  t as liza et s est friend and fello  
li rarian  en
 ea   anted to ork early so  could go 
out to lunc  today  m looking for ard to seeing 
actual umans again  you kno  o   get lonely 

on ondays
 liza et  as a it antsy a er eing 
cooped up inside er ouse for all of onday  

e alls of er rental ouse ere a rat er sickly 
s ade of green  a recurring ackground color in 
t e comics t at made er nauseated  e again 
regre ed not taking a roommate a er graduating 
college  one calls it  en didn t satisfy er 

ant for real uman interaction
 f  didn t already li e it  ance  d mo e 
in it  you  liza et  could practically see en s 
smile t roug  er p one  andatory onday ay 
ns mo e a lot faster en you a e someone to 

talk to t at s not o er t e p one  
 e t o continued talking as liza et  ate 

er lasagna and t en started ge ng ready  en 
ad ust nis ed telling a ilarious oke en liz

a et  laug ed and glanced at t e orange clock on 
er all  ar eld s tail as almost on t e si  e 

s ould a e le  ten minutes ago
  onday  
  as aiting for you to glance at t e 
clock  idiot  liza et  opened er c est freezer 
and pulled out a lasagna at random  placing it 
in t e fridge to t a  for tonig t s dinner  ll go 
a ead and ang up so you on t e too late  ye
 ye  en  ll see you later  liza et  
put er p one a ay and ran out t e door to er 
car  e groaned as s e sa  t e garis  orange 
fuzzy dice anging on er rear ie  mirror  a recent 
gi  from en  ar eld s eyes seemed to stare 
straig t t roug  er  ut s e le  t e dice ang
ing t ere  According to en  t e lack of lo ely 
orange decorations on er e icle ould signify to 
ot er people t at s e as strange
 t really as an ugly s ade of orange  in er 
defense
 uckily  t e dri e to t e li rary ent 
smoot ly enoug  er ride as punctuated y ill

oard a er ill oard a er ill oard  all containing 
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t at cursed s ade of orange in some ay
 t  Anni ersary of e  ork s cial im 

a is useum   for t is momentous e ent 
no
 ar eld s irst en ears  A Collected An
t ology n ale o
 ot ld ar eld Comics  ell em asy  
ast it  o assle

 liza et  asn t running orrendously late  
ut s e still felt ad as s e sa  a man aiting y 

t e front door it  a large o  at is feet  
 e as rat er nondescript in appearance  

is eans ere lue and a li le aggy  is s irt as 
lack  and e ad a dark 

green oodie on   Aside 
from is ery large sun
glasses e eryt ing a out 
t e man as unassuming  

e glasses ere or
ange  printed to look like 

ar eld s eyes  and ad 
ar eld s nose and mout  
anging from t e lenses 
y a c ain  

 e unse led 
liza et  ay e it as 
ecause s e couldn t 

see t e man s eyes  only 
ar eld s  t reminded er of ar eld masks s e d 

seen kids earing on allo een  ut s e could see 
t e man s mout  and is smile as unner ing  
 s t e li rary e er gonna open  lady
 liza et  turned a ay from t e stranger 
and unlocked t e front door  le ng im go in 

rst  e unceremoniously dropped t e large o  
in front of t e reception desk and started to lea e 
t e li rary  e opened t e door  ut efore e le  

e looked ack at liza et
 ou mig t ant to e e tra careful en 
you go t roug  t e o   found it in my a c  so 
t ere mig t e some unsig tly t ings in t ere  

e remo ed is sunglasses and made eye contact 
it  liza et  asty t ings  ugs  dust  rodent 

detritus  t e orks  a e a nice day
 liza et  stood y t e desk and stared o  
into space as t e door s ung s ut  e snapped 

out of er stupor as tep  t e ne  li rarian  
greeted er and sat do n e ind t e desk  liza

et  smiled at er efore picking up t e o  and 
mo ing to t e ack room
 m going to look t roug  t ese donations 
and get t em ready to go on t e s el es  tep  ll 

e in t e ack room if you need anyt ing
 
 liza et  oped t at it asn t anot er o  
full of dirty  ancient  ell used ar eld comics  

ic  ere common donations  eryone as
sumed t at li raries needed more comics  ut s e 

orked at a fairly small li rary t at prided itself 
on a ing mostly actual 

ooks and literature  e 
comics section as only 
in one small corner of 
t e one room li rary and 
didn t a e any special 
editions  ust standard 

ar eld collections  
 oing t roug  t e 

o  as simple enoug  
ork  e ust took eac  

comic  entered it into t e 
system  printed out a ar
code  and put it in a in 
for s el ing later  n a out 

an our  s e as do n to t e last fe  
comics in t e in  As s e gra ed t e last ook  a 
reprinted edition of ar eld s rst year  a page 
fell out and u ered onto t e ground under er 
c air  
 A er s e picked up t e loose page and 
looked at it  liza et s face ent lank  e 
instantly roke out in a cold s eat and nearly 
dropped it  
 ere as a knock on t e door  
 liza et s gut reaction as to take er 
s aking ands  crus  t e loose paper  and t ro  it 

ack into t e in  
 ello  e could ear t e fear in er 
o n oice  and prayed t at oe er as knocking 
couldn t also sense it  
 liza et  someone as a uestion a out 
t eir card and  need your elp ans ering it  liza

“She could be impris-
oned just for looking at 
it, if anyone ever found 
out. Anyone smart 
would have burned it 
before allowing them-
selves to look at it in its 
entirety. ”
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et  let out a reat  t at as suspiciously close to a 
eeze  t as only tep   

ll e rig t out 
e glanced at t e crumpled all of paper  

ic  looked perfectly innocent si ng in t e ot
tom of t e o  er ands ere still s aking as s e 
reac ed do n  picked up t e paper  and gently un
folded it  liza et  didn t understand o  t is small 
piece of seemingly innocuous paper could e so 
dangerous  e could e imprisoned ust for looking 
at it  if anyone e er found out  Anyone smart ould 

a e urned it efore allo ing t emsel es to look at 
it in its entirety   

liza et  urry up  liza et  as so 

unse led y t e paper t at s e ad forgo en a out 
tep  

 orry
 e steeled erself for anot er s ort mo
ment  took a deep reat  and glanced at t e lone 
comic panel  
 The Far Side

 liza et  took t ree s ort seconds to t ink 
a out at to do  e put t e paper in er pocket 
and alked out of t e room

SEPARATE AND PURE
Jordan 

or my si teent  irt day   ecame ome
less   as s o ed out t e door  it  my ag 
eagerly follo ing at my eels   glanced ack 

at t e orp anage  and as met y t e cruel glare 
of t e ead of t e orp anage e ind t e closing 
door  e scared faces of young orp ans peered 
out at me t roug  t e dirt smeared indo s  e 
orp anage as run y t e go ernment  and t e 
go ernment policy as to carry orp ans until t ey 

ere at least si teen  aturally  you ere uncer
emoniously dumped to t e street t e morning of 
your irt day 

 turned to t e street  gar age stre n 
and dusty   ad een gi en a ackpack it  my 
name  rae  se n sloppily near t e o om  e 

ag contained a canteen of ater  e meal ars  
ten dollars  and a spare s irt   rapped t e s irt 
around my face to pre ent t e in alation of t e 
dust t at lled t e air  e ind pus ed around 
plastic ag tum le eed  and t reatened t e 
card oard omes of t e many citizens of agsta  

utside of t e do nto n areas  people found 
refuge among t e c arred remains of t e old 
neig or oods  e dust co ered all  t e dark air 
and skin  i a s and kippot  t cra led its ay into 

e ery unco ered nook and cre ice t at it could 
nd  

  leaned ack against t e rick uilding  slid 
t e s irt o  of my face  and took a s ig of ater 
from my canteen   looked up  and as met y t e 
arti cially perfect face of A ery lank  e likeness 
of our president lay on a large poster t at seemed 
to stalk e ery street corner  is i er smirk com
plemented is dead eyes  n large print  t e ords  

 A  A A  A   framed is 
face  e as t e sym ol of e eryt ing us in t e 

est ad come to despise  e as t e founder 
of ite America  or as e call it  t e A pro
nounced  ay  is face as t at of igotry  and 

is positions inspired plenty of atred from ot  
sides of t e di ide  t as is slander campaigns 
t at dro e a line et een t e ite citizens of 
America and us  e nemy  t e colored mi
nority  eople of color ere not is sole target  as 

e also illainized t e ma or religious minorities  
namely  e s and uslims  A campaign promise of 

is as to separate t e clean from unclean  so 
upon election  a er e managed to transform t e 

orld s most prominent democracy to its ars est 
dictators ip  e forced t e country s minorities 
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est of t e ockies  e as t e reason t ere ere 
so many a acks on people of color during t e ep
aration  e as t e reason t at  as orp aned as 
a toddler  t e reason t at my parents ere killed  
 could feel t e anger lling my ody  turning my 

features into acrid sco l  
  ey kid  A rinkled and lay on my 
s oulder   as slumped on t e ground no  still 
leaning on t e all   s uinted up at an old man 

it  deep copper skin and a scraggly eard
 all good  e asked   nodded
 ea  ust lost in t oug t
 Aig t  ust c eckin  on t need no more 
dead kids on t e street  e andered o   stood 
up  slid t e s irt ack up  and slinked into an alley 
t at seemed to e free of ind   sa  a dark and 
familiar gure  n t e alley  in 
a eat up polo  as my old 
friend from t e orp anage  
amal  amal as tall  may e 

si foot e and ery lanky  
e ore large glasses  and 
ad t at academic type of 

face  e ad ery dark skin  
and kept is long dreads in a 
neat ponytail  
 amal  e grinned
 ey rae  at s 
up  e asked
 ust got out of t e orp anage
 A   see  est day of your life t en  u
 ell sure  it s great to e out  ut  don t 
really kno  at to do no
 et me s o  you somet ing t en  e 
turned and eckoned for me to follo   follo ed  
amal led me t roug  some of t e urned neig
or oods  to an old motel it  some roken 
indo s  

 at s t is   asked  
 is  is marc   e spoke it  aut or
ity  e en t oug   ad no clue at e as talking 
a out   started to ask  ut e as already alking 
for ard  e led me into at  t ink as t e o ce 
for t e motel at some point  o  it as lled it  
a large ta le  co ered it  a ig map  and stre n 

it  arious papers   immediately oned in on 
t e map  ic   uickly recognized as of en er  

en er as t e nearest large A city  a glori ed 

order to n  Argua ly t e most important city in 
t e A aside from e  ork  en er as ome to 
t eir estern defense  e only ay into en er 
from t e est as y a small trade road  ic   
sa  ig lig ted on t e map  
 amal nudged me furt er t roug  t e door  
A small e ican kid looked up at me from a c air 
pressed against t e all  At t e ta le t o omen 

ere talking e emently  one earing a i a  
t e ot er fair skinned  e oman it  t e i a  
looked up  
 o s t is  s e asked  amal introduced 
me  e alked around t e ta le and sized me up  
 e old enoug  for t is
 ld enoug  for at  e actly   asked  

ey ignored me
  as t e same age en 
you started me  amal said 
e citedly  e s ook er ead
 till  it s more dangerous 
no
 t doesn t ma er  e s 
toug  e can take atred  
At t is point  t ey ere ot  
yelling
 m supposed to take your 

ord for t at  e seen peo
ple snap
 e as orp aned ecause 

of t ese astards 
   yelled  e entire room looked at 
me  startled  m standing ere  f you ant to 
kno  somet ing  ask me
 Alrig t  s e said
 o rst t ing  at are you guys doing   
asked
  for god s sake amal  you didn t tell 

im  amal s rank against t e all  e looked at 
me
 e re going to marc  on en er
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RULE OF THE ENLIGHTENED
Aurora 

Ad le yonne as alking to sc ool on a cool 
autumn morning  t e morning of er eig t
eent  irt day  eptem er t   e 

looked to t e le  and sa  t e lea es falling o  t e 
trees  s irling in t e ind like dust in a tornado  

ro n and lifeless  
 e sa  t e crum ling ouses t at ere 
still standing  ere o en t ose of t e a orer s 

at  stayed if t ey couldn t get enoug  money 
from orking to a ord e er accommodations  
Ad le s uddered as s e t oug t of a ing to do 

ard la or for t e rest of 
er life  s e as fairly 

certain t at s e ould 
e put on t e cientist s 
at  ut may e s e 
ouldn t  and t at terri
ed er  earing er eyes 

a ay from t e ouses  
s e looked a ead
 e city  t e 
city of lessing  capital 
of Arcadia  as s in
ing magni cently in t e 
morning lig t  t e da n 
s o ing ust a li le et een t e skyscrapers  e 
rose red orizon stretc ed across t e sky  le ng 
Ad le kno  t at er udging as ge ng closer  
 e udging as t e foundation on ic  
modern society as uilt  ac  person ad a 
place  a at  t at allo ed t em to contri ute 
t e most to society  e udging as at sorted 
people into t eir at s  on t e day of t eir eig t
eent  irt day
 e udging  it as said  as t e reason 
Arcadia ad remained sta le a er e ar  
 Ad le oped fe erently t at s e ould e 
udged onto t e cientist s at  ecause s e ad 

de oted erself to studying science  mat  and 
engineering ot  in and outside of sc ool  f s e 

asn t  s e didn t kno  at s e ould do  

Ad le kne  one t ing  o e er  s e as e cited 
for  and dreading  er last day at sc ool
 
 Ad le alked into t e sc ool uilding  
named lessing s ig  and as immediately 
greeted y a go ernment poster on t e all  t 
read f you ear somet ing  do somet ing  as
cists can e any ere  Ad le ad seen it far too 
many times  and its grayscale p oto of a suspi
cious looking man it  red le ering on t e top 
and o om as really starting to get to er

 Ad le kne  t at t e 
ascists ere t e enemy 
 a er all  t ey ad een 

t e ones to om  out t e 
cities and kill millions in 

e ar  ed y resi
dent  or more accurate
ly  ictator  us ner  t e 

nited tates military ad 
a acked t e protesters 
against is rule  om ing 
t e cities in ic  t ey 
tended to li e  is rst 
strike  in an rancisco  

Califor nia  a city t at no longer e
isted  ad led to e ar  it  t e Anti ascists on 
one side  and t e ascist Americans on t e ot er  
 e Anti ascists ad on  led y ord 
ouis elanoir  and ictator us ner and t e rest 

of is ca inet ad een e ecuted pu licly  A ne  
nation ad een esta lis ed  one ere fascism 

as not tolerated  and e eryone remained igilant 
against it  Any fascist as taken into custody  and 
interrogated a out t eir e orts to undermine t e 
pu lic sta ility and safety  
 Ad le ad ad se eral classmates t at 

ere re ealed to e fascists  none of t em ad 
een er friends  and t ey ere ne er seen again 

a er t e day it ad een announced t ey ad 
een found to e fascists  Ad le al ays assumed 

The Judging was the 
foundation on which 
modern society was 
built. Each person 
had a place, a “Path” 
that allowed them to 
contribute the most 
to society.

”



Page  48   |  ARE WE THERE YET?

t ey ere e ecuted or sent to ork camps  t ey 
deser ed it  eing fascists  
 Ad le ad also eard a teac er saying 
fascist t ings to anot er  like don t you t ink t e 
pu lic s ould get representation in t e go ern
ment  and immigrants are taking our at s  

eryone kne  representati e democracy allo ed 
ascism to take a old of a nation  t at as y 

t ere ere no elections in Arcadia  eryone also 
kne  t at saying discriminatory  fascist t ings as 

at allo ed fascism to come into po er in t e 
nited tates  eedless to say  Ad le adn t seen 

t at teac er again  s e kne  t at is colleague 
must a e reported im to t e Arcadian 

ce of Anti ascism  
 As s e got into er 
classroom  Ad le ondered 

o  terri le life ould 
a e een li ing in t e 

pre modern nited 
tates  e s ook er 
ead  s e didn t 
ant to t ink a out 

it

 And so  af
ter it as disco ered 
t at ernie anders 

ad een colla orat
ing it  t e ascists all 
along  e as arrested 
and s ortly a er e ecuted 
for treason against Arcadia  
t e teac er as saying  A er t is 
re elation  t e name of t e treac erous 

ernie anders as re iled almost as muc  as t at 
of ictator ared us ner  
 Ad le sig ed as t e teac er droned on  

ernie anders as t e traitor o  a er a ing 
supported t e re olution in its early stages  e
trayed Arcadia and tried to o ert ro  ouis e
lanoir  e d learned a out it in eac  grade since 

t  and as uite annoyed t at s e d ad to ear 
it so many times  
 e treac ery of ernie anders started 
a ne  in estigation into t e ot er nited tates 
Congresspeople o ad supported t e re olu
tion  and more ere found to e colluding it  

t e ascists  t roug  in estigation of t eir pri ate 
email ser ers  e teac er paused  and ust as e 

as a out to say somet ing else  t e ell rang
 emem er to rite your essays on t e 
Arcadian C arter  t e teac er called as e eryone 

as packing up  ake t em at least  ords  
Ad le c uckled to erself  kno ing t at s e as 
going to er udging rig t a er sc ool
 
 Ad le yonne  today is your eig teent  

irt day  correct  t e c ief udge as saying  
Ad le replied
 es  t at is correct  e looked around 

t e leak courtroom  it  o erly rig t 
uorescent lig ting and o ite  

some at yello ed alls  e 
t ree udges ere si ng 

e ind a desk  t e oor 
eneat  t em ig er 
o  t e ground  and 
t ey ere all looking 
do n at er
 et us egin  
t en  e c ief 
udge took out a 

ta let and tapped 
a fe  u ons  e 

looked at it  and t en 
said  ou a e studied 

mat ematics and scienc
es uite e tensi ely   see  

going so far as to perform 
a fe  e periments and rite 

papers on t em  at is impressi e  
 must say  at is also impressi e is your 

alancing of social and professional pursuits   
understand you c air t e lessing ig  tudent 
Commi ees on inancial iteracy and ealt care  
in addition to leading t e ig ly successful at  
eam at your sc ool  our accomplis ments are 
ort y of praise  Congratulations  e man on 

t e rig t of t e c ief udge cleared is t roat  and 
t e c ief udge looked at im  as did t e ot er 
udge

 t as come to our a ention  o e er  
t at you engaged in continual truancy during your 

rst year of ig  sc ool  Can you e plain t at
 es   can   as going t roug  a di cult 
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time in my life  and  felt as if sc ool as pointless  
eedless to say  e go en past t at  and am no  

fully commi ed to doing ell on t e  on my at
  see  Can you also e plain t e consistent 

ad re ie s your nint  and tent  grade nglis  
teac er ga e you
 e really didn t like me   did ell in is 
class  regardless  ecause  as pro a ly doing t e 

est t ere  so e couldn t rig it against me and not 
a e e eryone else e urt

 o  you re saying t at r  ickel aupt 
ga e inaccurate re ie s
  elie e so  yes
 ell  gi en t at e as arrested a year 
ago for ascist speec    elie e it as somet ing 
a out allo ing representati e democracy and 

anting to ring ack sports  your story seems 
likely  ere as a rief pause  and t en t e c ief 
udge asked

 o  ould you descri e yourself  Ad le 
yonne  

 m  m a rational  o ecti e person t at 
likes guring out o  t ings ork  and  like t ink
ing  
 at is your fa orite leisure acti ity  t e 
udge on t e rig t asked

 t s pro a ly reading  Ad le said  and t e 
udge nodded  looking at t e ot er t o  

 ank you  e ill confer on t is  t e 
c ief udge said  and t e t ree led out of t e 
room t roug  a ack door  
 Ad le sat in er seat  dgeting uncomfort
a ly  eart pounding  e adn t t oug t it ould 

e t is ad  e en t oug  s e as almost certain 
s e ould e udged onto t e cientist s at  
  kno  ere m going  t ere s no ay 

m not going on t e cientist s at  at ot er 
at  is t ere for me  Ad le s a empts to uiet er 

ner es ere mildly successful  and s e took a fe  
deep reat s  closing er eyes until s e eard t e 
door open again
 e udges led ack in  si ng do n in t e 
places t ey d een in  
 or t e at  Case of Ad le yonne  on er 
eig teent  irt day  e t ree  certi ed udges of 
Arcadia  assign er to t e cientist s at  Congrat
ulations  Ad le yonne  e t ree udges nodded 

to er  and s e sig ed in relief
 m so glad it turned out t is ay  f 
course  t ere asn t really a ay for it to go any 
di erently  Ad le t oug t  
 ank you  Ad le said  containing er oy  

 ill do my utmost to elp re uild Arcadia
 f course  said t e c ief udge  and Ad le 

ent out  a eig t li ed from er mind
 
 A eek later  Ad le as returning from er 
o  to er apartment  and opened t e front door 

to see t o opular Conformity olice o cers in 
full ody armor in front of er
 Come it  us  one said  and gra ed er 
arms and andcu ed er  e struggled  ut t e 
ot er said
 on t ot er  traitor  e re ringing you 
to see ord elanoir imself  and t ere s no ay 
for you to get out  Ad le ondered at t ey 
meant y traitor  and retorted
 m loyal no  a e al ays een and al

ays ill e loyal  
 on t e en ot er  you e already een 
pro en guilty  Ad le ondered o  and t en 
realized t at s e didn t kno  if any of t e so
called fascists t at ad een arrested from er 
sc ool ad e er ad a trial  Ad le s a  dropped as 
s e gured out t at fascist trials didn t need to e 
pu licized  and t at no one e er eard from t e 
people a er t ey d een accused of eing fascists  
 is is o  you do it  you re no et
ter t an t e fascists  Ad le accused as s e as 
pa ed do n  o  you re orse t an ictator 

us ner s go ernment  retending to e against 
t e ery t ing you are  e as s o ed in a 
s uad car  t oug ts racing a out at t e country 
s e d gro n up in actually as  and o  it as so 
di erent t an at s e d t oug t  o t is is o  
 die  nding t e trut  Ad le laug ed leakly   

guess t is is at  anted all along  to nd t e 
trut  And t at trut  is deat
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PEAS IN A POD

Jupiter oke suddenly  starting uprig t and 
i ng er ead on t e sloping ceiling  ooking 

from side to side  t e only t ing s e sa  as 
t e almost translucent  eggs ell ite color of er 
pod  ela ing slig tly  s e laid ack again  ru

ing er fore ead and taking care to a oid lying 
on t e tu es t at connected er rig t forearm to 

er pod  e only t ing s e could ear as t e 
sync ronized reat ing of t e undreds of people 

surrounding er  
 omet ing as rong  e ot ers s ould 

e aking it  er  And yet  t eir reat s con
tinued t eir r yt mic rising and falling  eaning 
o er to e amine er intra enous tu es  s e sa  
t e sig t s e al ays did in t e crook of er rig t 
el o  t e tu e on t e rig t pumping clear uid 
into er loodstream  t e center tu e pumping 
orange  and t e le  tu e slo ly pumping lue  
As al ays  er arm felt cool to t e touc  upiter 

rus ed er le  and o er er arm  feeling t e 
transition et een plastic and skin  e turned 

er ead to t e monitor  atc ing er eart eat 
gradually speed up  A message scrolled along t e 

o om of t e screen  C  CA    

 C      
C  CA     C

 An anomaly   s ould report t is  upiter 
smiled to erself  r may e not
 A laring orn sounded t roug  t e space  

e lid of er pod opened  and a deafening me
c anical umming spread t roug out t e atrium  

i ng up  upiter felt t e tu ing retract from er 
el o  All around  undreds of ot er pods ere 

opening and e ecting t eir in a itants  ac  per
son mo ed mec anically  eyes slig tly glazed as 
t ey dressed in t eir ork clot es  eace o cers 
studded t e edges of t e room
 iling out of t e atrium it  t e ot er 

orkers  upiter gazed t roug  t e top of t e 
ome  Alt oug  it as eig t in t e morning  it as 

dark out  Clouds of dust roiled against t e glass 
surface  ust storms appened e ery morning  
t e result of t e idespread deserti cation a er 
t e collapse of pollinator species  e remaining 
egetation as found in omes  immense glass 

structures t at co ered acres upon acres of soil 
ere food stu s ere planted  

 e ome t is eek as an orc ard  upi

Sovigne 
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ter and t e ot er t ousands of migratory orkers 
tra eled from ome to ome on rail ays  sleeping 
in t eir pods ile t ey tra eled  n eac  ome  
t ey alked from plant to plant  pollinating eac  

o er it  a small dropper and pollen collected 
from ot er plants  t as ack reaking ork  t e 
only rest t e orkers got as en t ey fell e

austed into t eir pods at t e end of t e day  long 
a er t e se ng of t e sun  ut t eir drudgery as 
for t e good of t e nation  t eir ork necessary to 
produce t e food to fuel t e population t at ad 
sur i ed t e nuclear ar
 upiter stayed on t e outer edge of t e 

o  of orkers  er ead do n  e felt a s arp 
pinc  to er side  erking er 

ead to t e le  s e sa  a om
an it  dark air and eyes  ear
ing t e ro n orker s umpsuit
 ollo  me  t e oman 

issed  
 upiter s ook er ead   

ill not lea e my post   kno  my 
duty  e all a e o s to do
 e oman sig ed  
rolling er eyes  ook  cut t e 
act  e can do t is t e easy ay 
or t e ard ay  id you ake 
up efore t e ot ers or not  

it  t at  s e pulled upiter t roug  t e stream 
of orkers and into a ser ice tunnel it  a yello  

order
 at do you intend to do it  me  upi
ter asked indignantly
 upiter  our scans s o ed t at your rain 
c emistry as re elling against t e alimentary 

uid  t e oman said
  t ink you e got t e rong g  upiter 
started
 ere s no need to e coy  et s go

 e oman led upiter t roug  a maze of 
ser ice tunnels  f t ere ere signs gi ing er t e 
directions to turn  t ey ere not isi le to upi
ter s eyes  e t o stopped in front of a locked 
door  it  a a e of a pass  t e oman pulled 
open t e door and led upiter into a small room 

stu ed it  o es
 ormally it s considered polite to intro
duce yourself  upiter snarked  ou already kno  
me  ut  don t kno  you
 t s eri inkle
 eriously  it s eri inkle
 eri inkle snickered  Almost as ad as 
upiter  u  akes you onder at t ey re on 

en t ey pick our names
 o actually  at am  doing ere  upi
ter asked
 omet ing s al ays felt rong a out 
t is place  rig t  t s unnatural  e eryone mo ing 
t roug  t eir days ro otically  it out muc  rec

ognition of at t ey re doing  
m a part of t e resistance  e 
ant to sa e t e orkers  gi e 

t em t eir freedom  ig t no  
e eryone is a sla e
 i e me one reason not to 
report you rig t no  y s ould 
 trust you

 ou e de eloped a resist
ance to t e sedati e pumped into 
t e orkers e ery nig t  at s 

y you oke up early and y 
you are more a are t an t e a
erage orker  ou ere already a 

part of our mo ement  you ust didn t kno  it yet  
eeing upiter s skeptical look  eri inkle contin

ued  o e onest  it s likely t at t e o ernment 
already suspects your status  on t aste t e time 
you a e le  in t e elds  it  t is statement  

eri inkle pulled somet ing out of one of t e o
es  o upiter s surprise  it as a military uality 
taser
 eri inkle led upiter ack out t roug  t e 
tunnels and to t e area ere er pod group as 

orking  ea ing t e tunnels  upiter as a le oin 
t e last group of orkers s u ing to ards t e 
lines of trees  
 oday t eir o  as to collect pollen from 
t e lossoms of t e fruit trees  A fe  people 
unloaded receptacles from a truck  ile t e rest 
gra ed t eir pollen collection rus es and care
fully strapped on t eir metal pollen repositories
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 upiter mo ed to ards t e truck and 
started to elp unload t e receptacles  lancing 
around  s e sa  t at t ere ere far more peace 
o cers present t an usual  ne of t e trucks ad 
no orkers unloading t e ack  ut t ree peace 
o cers si ng in t e front ca  upiter smiled at 
t e orker ne t to er and alked uickly to ards 
t e supplies  er er s oulder  s e sa  se eral 
o cers coming up e ind er  eac ing do n  s e 
gra ed one of t e pollen repositories  
 efore s e could do anyt ing else  s e felt 
an iron grip around er rist  A lack clad peace 
o cer glared at er  
 upiter s ung up 
t e repository  i ng t e 
o cer in t e side of t e 

ead  e dropped like a 
stone  is and slipping 
from er arm  ree 
more o cers surrounded 

er  and upiter sa  no 
ay out  e taser as 
ea y in t e pocket of er 

umpsuit  ut s e couldn t 
get to it it  t e peace 
o cers olding er rists 
and s oulders  e as going to a e to ait until 
an opportunity for escape s o ed itself  upiter 

idened er eyes   can t elie e e gra ed me  
 as so surprised  my arm ust came up

 ut up  e re taking you to t e Corpo
ral  one of t e peace o cers said  opefully you 

a e a good e planation for your fraternization 
it  t e resistance

 o  as planning to come to you and re
port t is treasonous e a ior   ust anted to do 
my o  rst  upiter nis ed  oping t e Corporal 

ould elie e er  
 e Corporal s eyes glinted  o  onder
ful t at you came to your senses and decided to 

ring t is to me
  as ust doing my duty a am
 e Corporal s oice as a purr  ou do 
realize t at your alimentary uid as compro
mised  you ouldn t a e oken early ot er ise  

e ll a e to do somet ing to remedy t is  er 
oice ardened   still don t understand y you 

didn t come to me earlier  ou kne  somet ing 
as rong

 upiter s i ed er eig t from foot to 
foot  e as caug t efore s e ad e en egun  

 am illing to do at s necessary to protect t e 
sta ility of our ation  Corporal
  as counting on t at  e Corporal 
laug ed  er ell like tones ec oing around t e 
sterile sil er room  ou re unsta le  upiter  you 
can no longer e a relia le orker  ou understand 

at t at means  don t 
you
 All rig t  o ious
ly t e act is up  upiter 
gro led  e reac ed into 
t e pocket of er ump
suit  pulling out t e taser 

eri inkle ga e er
 o  scary  e 
Corporal smirked
 upiter leaped at 

er  ut as stopped  
slamming into an in isi le 
force  

 e Corporal snickered  id 
you t ink t ere eren t security measures in 
place  tandard safety procedure  akes my o  
easier en dealing it  aggressi es  
 ndeterred  upiter s ot er taser  t e t o 
electrodes s ooting out and i ng t e arrier  

ite sparks lit up t e Corporal s startled face as 
s e pitc ed ack ards  leeping gas  o
 A uiet issing lled t e room  upiter 
ran to ards t e door  ut tripped o er t e fallen 
Corporal  e linked slo ly  eryt ing suddenly 
felt  ea y  er eyelids drooped and s e erked 

er ead up  eri inkle s taser slipped from er 
and  e slumped to t e ground  and e eryt ing 
ent dark

“Three more officers 
surrounded her, and 
Jupiter saw no way 
out... She was going 
to have to wait until 
an opportunity for 
escape showed 
itself. ”
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THE DEVOS SCHOOL
 FOR THE GIFTED

Thomas  

Erik oke up it  a olt as t e us issed to a 
stop  e peered t roug  t e indo  and sa  
t e dra  concrete sc ool  e e os esus 

c ool sign ung in t e gloom  e could see t e 
oys and t e girls lining up  t e oys on one side 

of t e door  dressed in t eir ro n pants and red 
ats  ile t e ot er side as t e girls  all dressed 

in t eir long skirts  s a ls and onnets  nce 
again  late  reat
 t as all great again t ese days  and it ad 

een since t e rst national pride day  ife as 
great  o s ere great  t e inner cities ere great  
and sc ool as tremendously  super ly  and igly 
great
 ey all led o  
t e us  into t e cro d  
As e passed t e ot ers 

e eard ispers  ery
one turned to atc  im 
take is place in t e line  

ey didn t look at im 
speci cally  t ey looked at 

is acket  e acket as 
old  made of some color
ed animal ide  e slee es ere ro n  em la
zoned it  sym ols  e ack as maroon  it  
a large num er t el e on it  and a o e t at ere 
some mismatc ed le ers spelling C A  
clearly a mess of gi eris  f you really looked 
close at t e sym ols on t e slee es mock trial 

 mat lete  e didn t kno  
at t ey meant  ut e liked t e sound of t em  

ey sounded like somet ing cool people ould 
do ack efore sc ools ere made great again
 e t oug t ack to en e oug t t e 
acket  e ad found it perusing t e ack of an 

anti ue store ile looking for ooks  e o ner 
seemed surprised en e asked a out it  e 
store clerk took a suspicious look around to make 
sure no one else as t ere  efore leading im 

ack into t e deep storerooms ere no one 
mig t o er ear  

is is a relic from a time gone y  e store 
clerk looked ancient as e u ered a time en  

as a oy
 e acket used to e for at e called 
students  t ey ould get t em for participating 
in acti ities ack t en  ot like t e A  c ool 

dition  or unior order atrol like today  ut ac
ti ities like track  t eater  soccer  and speec  tu  
long forgo en since sc ool ecame great again  

rik peppered im it  uestions a out at 
sc ool ad een efore t e ministry of education  

e stayed and listened 
for se eral ours efore 

e le  uickly glancing 
around to make sure e 

adn t een seen uying 
anyt ing
 ut none of t at 
ma ered as is classmates 
peered at is acket  e 
made is ay into t e 

uilding  e morning 
egan as e ery day started and 

ended  it  t e pledge of allegiance  e looked 
around  t e pale faces of t e people around im 
looked to ards t e ag it  complete con iction  
As e looked around e realized e ad forgo en 
an essential sc ool supply  e ad le  is A  
at ome  e felt imself lus ing  kno ing t at 
t is mistake ould ruin is day  as if it asn t ad 
enoug  already
 e day ent y it  t e same usual 
tediousness  ey started t e day it  literature  
today t ey studied t e i le  ust like e ery day  
A er t at e as c e ed out y t e principal 
for endangering forge ng is ri e  A er t at  e 
mo ed into mat  class  t as a ore  ut e en in 
a dystopia ere  can make anyt ing o e er  

MAKING EDUCATION GREAT AGAIN

“They sounded like something cool people would do back before schools were made great again. ”
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ant  mat  is still confusing  o is tale picks up 
at t e ne t class   ou re pro a ly feeling 
comforted  kno ing t at  sur i ed into our 
coming future  o e er t e only  option 
a aila le as at rump ni ersity  A er t is e 

ad art class  co ering t e usual material  deals  As 
t e class reac ed its forty se ent  u erance of t e 

ord tremendous  e egan to lose interest  e 
looked out t e indo  t inking 
a out o  muc  of all of t is as 
necessary  e ondered at 
sc ools ere like in ot er coun
tries  t e ones t at still e isted  

e as told t ey ere fraug t 
it  errors and e ils  ut some
o  t at seemed less con incing 

today  uddenly t e ell rang  
and e eryone eaded to lunc  
 rik c ose not to go to 
lunc  atc ing to make sure no 
one as looking  e stole is ay 

ack up to is istory teac er s 
class and snuck in  is teac er 
e pected im  and greeting im 
as e looked o er is s oulder 
to make sure no one sa  im  
saying et s get started  e a e 
muc  to do if you ant to e ready y ay  e 
made sure t e doors ere locked and t e linds 

ere closed  e mo ed is desk  e posing t e 
cac e t ey ad uilt into t e oor oards  and 
pulled out a dusty old tome  e ook as s o
ing its age  A relic from a forgo en time  it ad 

een cut at  singed  and atered  At one time 

it as pro a ly ite and orange  et een t e 
scratc es in t e co er and t e stains and dra ings 
le  y long dead people you could read A   

istory  e ook as one of a fe  non regula
tion ooks le  most ad een re ri en en 
education as made great again  t s o ed t e 
years of ear  ot a corner as le  unturned  not 
a page as le  it out dra ings  ut t e informa

tion as still t ere  
 ey egan uickly  picking 
rig t up ere t ey le  o  from 
last time  ey ad made it from 
America s inception all t e ay 
to a time called t e si tees  e 

ook as engaging in a ay t at 
ot ers eren t  rik ad een en
t ralled since e read t e consti
tution  t e original  from efore 
t e great ammendmance  e 

ook as full of t ings like t is  a 
perspecti e on an unimagina le 

orld  t talked treason  from 
discussing American ar losses 
to somet ing it kept returning 
to called rig ts  ese eren t 
t e rig ts rik as used to  t ese 
rig ts ere a out more t an 

ust earing arms  ometimes t e ook ould 
pair rig ts  it  ot er t ings too  suc  as ci il  

omen s  or e en gay  eedless to say  if e or is 
teac er ere found it  t is t ey d e e ecuted
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“HAPPY”
Evan 

Gus opened is eyes to t e sound of is 
alarm clock laring   e fum led around 

is clu ered desk until is and landed on 
t e small  plastic o  and ipped t e s itc  t at 
killed t e ars  monotone noise  e sat up ru

ing sleep from is eyes and looked outside  lue 
sky  as al ays  e al ays ated t at one of t e 
panels of t e sky near is ouse as dead  main
ly ecause is gaze as al ays dra n to it and 
distracted im almost daily 
during is morning routine  

e rus ed is teet  got 
dressed  gra ed reakfast  
and eaded out of is at   
A er locking is door  e 
turned to see t e dirty elec
tronic screen anging on t e 

all at t e end of is all ay  
e screen s o ed a smiling 

c ild it  t e caption   
A  A  A  in 

c eesy  old le ering  e 
alked do n t e numerous 
ig ts of stairs to t e street 

sluggis ly  e ated t e fact t at e ad to ake 
up at si  e ery morning so t at e ould make it 
to is o  y se en  ut e kept is feelings to im
self  e kne  t e rules  e appy  uy appy  i e 

appy  e follo ed rules t o and t ree ust ne  
mainly due to t e fact t at t e appy Corporation 
o ned e eryt ing  ousing  food  ater  transpor
tation  etc  ut e felt t at e couldn t really li e 

appy  
          noug  of t ese ru is  t oug ts  us 
t oug t to imself  ust put on a smile like you 
al ays do  and carry on it  your day  inally 
snapping out of is t oug ts  us looked up to see 

e ad arri ed at is ork  t e ater puri cation 
plant  e put is elongings in a locker and contin
ued to is position on t e oor

ame lousy o  ery day  us t oug t  y 
am  e en doing t is  o is t is for  is is more 

ater t an t is city can drink  so ere is t e 

e tra ater going  y is  us  t oug ts ere 
interrupted y a rm and grasping is s oulder 
like an eagle clutc ing a mouse

us  t e deep  gra ely oice oomed  at 
do you t ink you re doing  us turned to see is 
o erseer looming o er im  is uild as t at of a 
lum er ack  it  t e facial air to matc  

is is t e t ird time t is eek you e een lost 
in your ead us  go see e oss

  um   yes sir  ig t 
a ay sir  us stu ered  e 
kne  at t is meant  e 

adn t een follo ing t e 
t ree rules and t ey ad nal
ly caug t on  

e oss  suite as la is  
ar le oor  dark oak desk 

and ta le co ered in a clear 
lac uer  and surrounding t e 
ta le as a circle of red el et 
co ered c airs  us timidly 
entered t e room  secretly 

oping e ould not e no
ticed  e kne  is opes ere 

in ain  e oss  o as scratc ing somet ing 
do n on is o cial looking paper on t e desk  
stopped riting a ruptly  e uiet as almost 
deafening  us stood frozen in place  is eart 
pounding in is ead
 A  ou must e us  lease  a e a seat  

e oss said motioning to t e c air in front of is 
desk  us  still frozen in place  stood motionless 
for a fe  seconds efore linking and s aking is 

ead
 yes sir  ank you sir  us managed to 
force out ile astily si ng do n

us  e a e noticed t at on multiple occasions 
you seemed un appy or discontent it  eit er 
your o  or your life  e are deeply concerned 
t at your e a ior mig t ru  o  or get noticed y 
your peers  ecause of t is you a e go en your 

rst strike  
 us s allo ed  is mout  ent dry
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  irst  strike  us t oug t
 e ill need to take t e proper precau
tions to ensure
  god  at does t at mean  a  

at s gonna appen to me  
 us  lost in is t oug ts  ad forgo en to 
listen to e oss until e eard in a loud oice

us  o you agree
 m  o  of course  ir
 ood  en let s proceed  ollo  me
 luggis ly  us stood it  e oss and 
trailed e ind im it  t e look of a puppy caug t 

tearing up a s oe  e kept is eyes focused on t e 
oor in front of im as e dragged is feet for
ard  A er some distance  t ey arri ed to a set of 

sand colored doors it  polis ed rass andles  
e oss grasped t e andle and pus ed forcefully 

against t e eig t of t e doors   
lease ait ere  ll e rig t ack

As e oss pus ed is ay into t e room  us 
managed to catc  a glimpse of at as inside  

e egan to feel faint

TRADEMARK YOU
Flannery 

It started as a ay to a oid identity t e  inger
prints and A ere not enoug  ames e
came one of a kind  adding t e year of irt  to 

t e end and c anging t e spelling  ust last year  it 
ecame illegal to o n an o ect not on t e nation

al registrar  punis a le y reconcentration
 e all ounced slo ly do n t e side

alk  eig leig    ran a er it  inally it started 
to roll to a alt  in front of t e atrocious ouse 
t at elonged to ld ally  o ody kne  t e 
reason t at t e go ernment let t e ouse stand  
ts disgustingly oring eige alls  it  t e ite 

trim  t e ro n mat t at said C  in all 
caps  and t e ite painted ood fence t at ad 
not een maintained for decades
eig leig    couldn t e en look at it  t remind

ed er of t e ouse t at er reat ran gre  up 
in  ut t at as in picture  one of t ose p ysical 
papers  t e glossy s uare ones t at al ays stayed 
t e same t at t ey used ay ack in t e teens

at as istory  is as not  is as t is is
normal s e t oug t  e didn t e en kno  at 

at ord ment  t as ust anot er ad ord 
t at one of t e older kids used at t e playground  

e picked up t e all and looked at t e ouse  
en standing y it made er feel uncomforta le  
e dropped t e all and kicked it mid air  allo ing 

it to soar t roug  t e air like a ird  ack to aru  

  o as still aiting
 urry up  y t e time you get ack o er 

ere it ill e time for me to take my color meds  
aru    ge ng antsy and started ouncing on 

one leg
 m sorry   ust don t ant to scare ld 

ally  at if s e
 at if s e at  e old like  sum  
All s e does is sit t ere and drool it  er eyes 
closed
 ou e seen er  eig leig    
couldn t elie e t at aru    ad done t at   
 at if er mot er found out  as t at grounds 

for reconcentration
 ea  aru    stopped ouncing and 
smirked   dared ennei   ut e as too 
afraid   couldn t e a c icken like t em  so  snuck 
a peek rig t t roug  er kitc en indo
 o   didn t t ink s e as still ali e  
eig leig    looked ack at t e ouse trying to 

make it not noticea le
 onestly  didn t look like s e as  ust 
sort of si n  t ere it  t is ro n  like a CC  
type t ing
 a a ery funny   kno  t at s t e color of 
p ysical paper
 ea  ut t is as a lot of it   aru    

eld out er li le pinkie nger  ut it as folded 
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do n t e center  t as really strange
 At t at moment t e  ell rang  ery 
door on t e lock opened and dozens of oices 
rang out in a c orus  unc  ime  All t e kids 
in t e street led into t e appropriate ouses for 
t e a ernoon meal and meds  eig leig s as no 
di erent  er mot er ung out t e front door of 
t e ouse like all t e ot ers

en s e got to t e door and er mot er smiled 
ile olding t e 

conca e polygonal 
door open for er  
eig leig  couldn t 
ait to keep counting 

t e sides  er mot er 
ouldn t tell er t e 

num er  said s e ad 
to gure it out on er 
o n  e turned ack 
to a e at aru   

 ut t e triangle 
door as already 
closed across t e 
street
 ey sat do n 
at t e ta le
 aeig seig  

  o  as your 
day
  it as 

onderful   got a lot 
of ork done around 
t e ouse and talked 
to aemes   
a out going out t is 
e ening  id you a e 
fun it  aru   

 ea  e kicked t e all around
 at sounds fun dear  at s t at in your 

air  er mot er pointed to a fuc sia ri on 
rapped around remanence of t e un t at as 

in eig leig   s air
 aru  ad t o  one in eac  pigtail so s e 
ga e one to me  e smiled and stroked t e tail of 
t e ri on
 aru    eety  you kno  t at t at 
is er color  at ri on is registered to er  f you 

ant to keep it you a e to regis did you say s e 
ad t o of t em

 eig leig    looked do n s eepis ly 
es  one in eac  pigtail

 er mot er stood up and ran to t e in
do s to close t e s ades  ou kno  t at s against 
t e rules  at as okay en you ere younger  

ut you re  no  you need to a e your o n 
original ideas  at if someone sa  you  ou 

ouldn t ant t em 
to take you a ay no  

ould e  o  let s get 
rid of t at atrocity  e 
came o er to eig leig  

  and carefully took 
out t e ri on  e 
p one rang
 ey ot  froze
 aeig seig    
slo ly pressed t e 
ans er u on ello  
es  s e is rig t ere

ri on no  a en t seen 
a ri on  e looked 
o er at  eig leig    
and ner ously dget
ed it  er skirt  y 
daug ter is not a liar  

e ung up
urn it  urn it no  at 
as all s e could t ink  f 

t e  sa  it   eig leig  
  ould e sent a ay 

for conditioning  e 
couldn t andle t at  ot 
again  eryone kne  
t at once t e  ere 
in ol ed  routine life 

ould stop   eig leig    ould go a ay  and 
s e ould e le  alone in t e ouse  ere t ey 

ould assign someone to stay it  er  er repu
tation ould e ruined  o raise a c ild t at ad to 

e reconditioned
 o  is ends it  t e ri on
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Marisol 
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 oke up  startled   do not kno  at startled 
me  a dream or a sound  ut outside my indo  
is dark and  kno  t at  must go ack to sleep  f  

do not  ill e tired in t e morning and a e to gi e 
up my free time at t e community center to com
pensate for my slo ness   lo e adminton  one of 
t e many sports t at e can play at t e community 
center  t is my fa orite t ing to do  esides ork 
of course  eryone must ork  e are producti e 
and en oy at e do  eryone is e ual and re
cei es t e same education  A c ip is placed at irt  

it  all of t e necessary information programmed 
to dispense at t e proper time as determined y 
t e Corporation  Any ay sleep is a must in our soci
ety  ast generations of umans got ery li le sleep 

ic  limited producti ity  
 n t e morning  am a oken y t e so  so

ing of my roommate mily  Apparently ose as 
taken sometime in t e nig t y t e ello  ackets  
an elite group selected y t e Corporation to elim
inate t reats to our society  ose li ed in t e room 

elo  e as nice  e esta lis ment as t ree 
oors as does e ery ot er  e ill need to clear 

out er room later to ensure none of er illegal 
t oug ts corrupt us   do ope t at mily stops cry
ing  e s going to get in trou le for asting time   
decide to go clean out ose s t ings as mily does 
not seem to e a le to stop crying  
 y stockinged feet fall silently on t e ard

ood oors t at span t e entire comple  e 
dark ood is meant to e rela ing  ut it can gi e 
t e rooms a it of a fore oding feeling   alk into 

ose s room and immediately see y s e as tak
en a ay  e ad not cleaned er room in eeks  

THE YELLOW JACKETS 
ARE COMING 
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ere ere clear signs of depression  a for idden 
feeling  epression as at ruined pre ious soci
eties  t ese people ere lazy and did not contri
ute to society  A society cannot function properly 

it  sad and slo  people  f you do not ant to 
contri ute to society you do not need to e in it  
is t e Company s mo o   t ink it is fairly reasona

le   certainly a e ne er felt discontent     mean   
a e my moments  ut  al ays pull myself toget

er ery uickly    try not to d ell on t ings
 A er t ro ing ose s t ings in a recycling 

in in t e ack of t e ouse  alk ack inside to 
start my day   a e recycling duty today so on go 
t e ork glo es and ea y oots  A ig  functioning 
society like ours cannot a e gar age  e en t ings 
t e depressed once used can e useful some ere 
else    
 reakfast is uiet t is morning  most are 
t inking of ose  assume  e as ell liked in our 
comple   ope t at no else is depressed  A er all 

e ere ar ouring at least one of t e depressed 
amongst oursel es  e ill e under sur eillance 
for a ile for t is infraction  A er reakfast e all 
lea e to do our o s for t is eek and e eryt ing 
seems to go ack to normal  mily and  e en a e 
a friendly c at a out t e lo ely eat er t is morn
ing
 As  alk from ouse to ouse making t e 
usual recycling rounds   ear a scream  is is 

somet ing  a e only eard once efore  n our 
society mot ers are it  t eir c ildren for t e rst 
four years  t en t e c ildren start to ork  o ious
ly not as muc  as us teenagers  ut some  uring 
my eparation one of t e mot ers refused to let 

er c ild mo e on  t is one of my earliest mem
ories  e kicked and screamed orri le t ings at 
t e o cials of t e eparation  e ello  ackets 

ad to drag er a ay  is sound reminds me of 
t e agony of t e mot ers  cry   follo  it to a small 
courtyard o  to t e side of a comple  
 e courtyard is fairly isolated  surround
ed y t ick greenery  trees and t e like  eeping 
t roug  t e dense gro t   see a young oman a 

it older t an me it  ery londe air and rilliant 
clo er green eyes  eing taken y ello  ackets  As 
 look around  see many eing taken  t is seems to 
e some sort of uprising  o one as e er dared to 

stand up to t e yello  ackets in my memory  not 
e en t e mot er at t e eparation  ooking ack 
at t e oman  see a ello  acket looking directly 
at me  e oman also sees t is and seems to e 
yelling at me to run  
 Allo ing my instincts to take o er  sprint to 
safety  A empting to control my ragged reat ing 
 count to ten slo ly in my ead   y 

concentration is roken y t e sound of footsteps 
approac ing

Eli 
BEWARE OF DISTRICT 7

It as a frigid day  and oel e  rus ed to ards 
t e s elter of is ome  As e sped t roug  t e 
streets e passed countless storage facilities 

lled it  records from t e ot er districts  ac  
uilding as aged and dull looking it  rig t 

posters pasted to t e sides  ese rig t posters 
ere laid out it  a yello  ackground and read 

out t e message  ood s ortage  consume less  
in old lack le ers  nside of t ese storage facili
ties  district  orkers sorted and led millions of 
papers from t e ot er  districts
  ind le  miscellaneous papers a out 

t e empty streets as oel turned t e corner to
ards is apartment uilding  it  a great pull e 

opened t e t e ea y metal door  nside e as 
it it  t e pungent smell of some foul smelling 

carpet and is neig ors  pam dinner  o n t e 
all e passed door a er door eac  it  t e same 

yello  poster stapled to it  ood s ortage  con
sume less  nside is apartment  oel couldn t eat  

e kne  a dark secret a out t e emergency pam 
rations district  pro ided and e as not going to 
e pose imself to it  nstead of si ng t ere afraid 
like e ad done for t e past eek  e as going 
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to get t e secret out and e pose district 
  e egan riting  ello  my name is oel 

e  if you do not kno  me m t e ead of district 
 records department  y o  is to con rm t at all 

outgoing records report t e accurate amount of 
e port  ore speci cally to ensure t at t e report
ed amount of food sent out from district  is cor
rect  As all of you kno  t ere a e een massi e 
food s ortages   can con rm t at t is is ecause 
of a idespread crop failure t at is occurring in 
district  o e er  at you don t kno  is
 A  A  uddenly  e felt is eart 
ump in frig t  ere ad een t o knocks on is 

door  is normal reaction ould e to get up and 
ans er  ut gi e is current situation e as more 
ner ous  ust a second  oel responded as t e 
knocking continued  e got up and looked for an
yt ing t at could e used in defense  aking  e 
grasped a paper eig t and slo ly approac ed t e 
door  ac  step felt like an eternity  is eart eat 

as louder t en e ery knock on is door  
  e took a look t roug  t e peep sig t 
and calmed  t as one of is neig or s young 
c ildren  e ad most likely come on is parents  

e alf to eg for food  et out of ere  oel 
s outed   a e not ing to gi e you   oel sa  
t e kid alk a ay in disappointment and ent 

ack to ork  ooking do n at t e last ord 

ri en e egan again  o e er  at you don t 
kno  is t at district  as een s rinking  ot t e 
size of t e district  t e actual population as een 
reduced to almost not ing  o o  could an ole 
district anis  at can e ans ered y actions 
done y  
 A  A  Again t e knock on is door  
Anot er eggar  t is is ge ng un eara le  oel 

said to imself angrily as e alked to t e door  
ook   don t a e any food  e stated as e 

s ung open t e door  ut e stopped in is tracks  
t ese eren t is neig or s kids  t as  large 
men it  s on t eir upper rig t c ests  oel as 
frozen  t o of t em gra ed im ile t e t ird 
said  e  e e een atc ing you for some 
time no  frankly m a ed t at someone in your 
position could e so latant a out your researc  

it  suc  an important position do you t ink no 
one ould e paying a ention  A s arp pain 
spiked into oel s neck  t ey ad in ected im it  
somet ing  lackness took o er oel s orld as e 

as dragged t roug  t e all ays of is uilding
  o y as oel e  so afraid of district  

y s ould a e district  een afraid of district 
 t s a simple reason  ecause e en ig t ine



Faith  
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Ma  opens is eyes from a not so ery 
good nig t of sleep  e sits up in is ed 
of dead lea es and mud clutc ing at is 

t ro ing ack  e looks o er at Ale ander  o s 
only a year older and dressed in a a ered a ai
ian s irt and ripped eans  still in a deep sleep  a  
s i ers as t e morning air its is face and freez
ing mud seeps et een is toes  e mountain top 

as al ays a nice place to ide from t e sa ages 
once called people  ut still it s ne er a arm place 
to e  e still gra s at t e scar on is ack from 
an a ack from a canni alistic uman en e as 
younger  e s  no  or so e t inks
 at as t e day e met Ale ander  ere s 
not a lot e can remem er simply ecause e 
doesn t ant to  or t e most part e recalls Ale  
t ro ing a s arp rock at is a ackers  ead  e 
ne t t ing e kne  a  as calling Ale  famliy  a  

ears t e calming o  of t e ri er not far from im 
and alks o er to it  e looks at is re ection in t e 
crystal clear ater  is curly ro n air a mess and 

is face full of dirt  is lack s irt full of oles and 
grey pants co ered in mud  at looks ack at im 
is not ing compared to o e used to e  ere 

as a day en sa agery as a crime and ate 
as resol ed it  lo e  a  egins to cry silently 

as e places is and on is groaning stomac  t s 
een se en years since t e go ernment people an

nounced canni alism as accepta le  ey used to 
s out from t e street  riends  amily  ood  t s all 
t e same  n is innocent years t e saying meant 
li le to im ut  to is mot er e could see t e dis
gust on er face e ery time t e ords ere u ered 
from someone s mout
  a  as taug t t at people are friends and 
family ut ne er food  As a result e s een forced 
to slo ly star e imself  ery once and a ile on 
a ike e d nd a o  of crackers at a dirty road

side truck stop at t e o om of t e mountain 
ut normally e eats dirt and lea es  o t ink t at 

o erpopulation created an end to t e orld s food 
supply as a ing  till staring at is re ection in 
disgust tears drip do n is face  a  su merges is 

ead in t e ater and olds is reat  ondering 
o  long til e d pass  e t oug t of simply t e 

end made a s eart ll it  oy  e d nally e 
it  is family a er years and years of loneliness  
entually e lets t e ater to enter is mout  and 

soon it lls is lungs  emories of a s e istence 
as  efore im  e remem ers eig t years ago is 

mot er dressed in red on a arm lorida morning  
e kisses a  and ands im a pile of pancakes as 

ig  as t e i el o er  at s same day moments 
a er e nis ed is reakfast e eard on t e radio 
a om  dropped on t e capital  
 ou d of t oug t it as a terrorist a ack 

ut  actually it as t e states turning on eac  ot
er  a  recalls t e ne sman announcing later t at 
day  lorida as om ed t e capital ecause of 
t e neglect to  t e recent food s ortage  e 
ery ne t year a siren goes o  a s mot er scram
les some t ings  mostly o es of dry food  and 

places t em in a car  e pus es a  into t e s iny 
yello  four doored ord and t ey dri e a ay from 
t eir once lo ed ome  is ouse as a single le
el ite ouse it  lue trimming  e made a fort 
in t e ackyard ere e use to play tell t e sun 

ent do n  till  as t ey dro e a ay  is mot er 
said not ing to im  ears o ed do n er c eeks 
and fear struck er like lig ting on a pole  en 
at ten years old e kne  at as going on ut  

at unse led im as t e fact people ere eing 
killed and consumed ecause of t e s ortage  ey 
spend a eek in a campground ours from ome  

e last memory a  ad it  is mot er as er 
eing forced into a green army elicopter along 

FRIENDS, FAMILY, FOOD 
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it  se eral ot er indi iduals screaming t eir lo ed 
ones names  en t e elicopter e  a ay all 
t at remained good turned e il  a  as alone and 
scared it  no one le  in t e orld  As e start
ed to alk ack to t e car an old man it  a long 

ite eard and a large elly o ad a similar ap
pearance to anta stopped 

im  e looked do n at 
a  scratc ing is ead 

and told im to stop crying   
e man sat im do n and 

asked im if t at oman 
as is mot er  a  iped 

t e tear from is eyes and 
nodded  e man smiled as 

e leaned for ard to a s 
ear e ispered  e s 
food no  it out esita
tion a  ran until is legs 
ga e out  e t oug t of 

is mot er ripped to s reds 
piece y piece y army of

cials rolled t roug  is 
mind e ery day  A er nu
merous minutes under a
ter a  ecomes eak and 
t e t oug ts turn to lack
ness lled it  not ing ut 

eautiful silence  
uddenly Ale ander slaps 
is ands on a s s oul

ders pulling im from t e 
ater  miling Ale  says 

 good morning uddy
a  replies ey Ale  a  forces is tears deep 

inside
Ale  looks up at t e sky and still smiling like a mad 
man e asks anna go on a alk  t s a eautiful 
morning for unting

a  s rugs is s oulders and Ale  picks im o  t e 
ground  Come on oy  e re young  unting is in 
our lood  

a  s akes is ead and tears again o  from is 
eyes  

e ell is rong it  you  screams Ale  as e 
loses is temper
 a  refuses to look im in t e eyes
Ale  furiously s akes a  until e screams m 

tired of unting it s 
rong  refuse to eat 

anot er uman e
ing  o you kno  o  
disgusting it is Ale  

mm  o you kno  
at it s like to feed on 

anot er person s es  
o you e er sit and 
onder as you a ack 

and consume someone  
en you take your 

lade and puncture it 
t roug  t eir eating 
c est  en as t ey lie 
t ere arely li ing you 
sink your teet  into 
t eir arm  ink a out 
it  at person you re 
eating ad a life  ay

e not a great life ut it 
as a life and you took 

t at a ay from t em
 Ale  suddenly spaces 
out ic  is common 
for Ale  As e stares 
at t e ground e t inks 

a out at a  ust said a out taking a life a ay  
e remem ers is fat er taking im s ing on t e 
ississippi  Catc  and release is fat er al ays 

taug t im  ey d take t eir tiny lue s ing oat 
out into t e middle of t e ri er  is dad as an old
er man around  en t e sa agery roke out  

e as a large o er eig t man it  grey color
ed air  is mot er died of cancer en s e as 
young  ey li ed in a small t o roomed ca in in 
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t e oods  miles from t e closest city ere e 
ent to sc ool  e remem ers t e day t e sirens 
ent o  is fat er le  t at same a ernoon to get 

some food supplies from t e market  e as late 
t at day  and t ey ere supposed to go s ing  ut 

en e came ack e as co ered in lood and 
ite marks  ears ooded from Ale s eyes as e 
eld is fat er in is arms and cried on is scratc y 

red annel as e led out on t e ood oors
 Ale  s akes t e 
memories from is ead 
and pus es a  to t e 
ground  e angrily replies 

ou kno  at a  
ou re ust sel s  ou re 

si ng ere star ing to 
deat  e go ernment 
ga e t e t um s up on eat
ing people ecause  t ere 
is no ot er option  e 

orld is o erpopulated and t e animals died out  
at are you e pecting people to do  eat t e god

damn trees
a  stands ack up  ell t at s not a ad idea ac

tually
 e alks to t e nearest tree and s o es a 

andful of dry crum ling lea es in is mout
o  does t at taste  ood  says Ale  sarcastical

ly as e crosses is arms
a  s allo s t e lea es and it  a i er taste in 

is mout  replies t tastes pre y damn good  And 
ey  it s e er t an eing a freaking canni al
m not a canni al  replies Ale  efore e storms 

o  lea ing a  alone in t e oods  
ere are you going  yells a
 ouldn t you like to kno  says Ale  as e 

looks ack at a  o stands in place it  an an
gry look on is face
      A er pouting for an our a  alks t e same 
direction Ale  as going  e picks up a stick and 

its it against t e dark grey oulders as e alks  
e umps from rock to rock do n t e mountain e 

calls ome  e follo s Ale s muddy footprints un
til e reac es t e ase of t e mountain ere t e 
footprints disappear  e looks out at t e forest of 
tall leafy trees  a  ates t e feeling of loneliness 
so e calls out for Ale  e clim s alf ay up a tall 
sticky oak tree  e calls Ale s name o er ten time  

oping to spot im  
 e ne er nds Ale  nor does e reply to t e 
s outing  uddenly e egins to orry ic  trig

gers is an iety  a  clim s 
do n from t e tree and 
curls up in t e fetal position 
on a arm rock closest to 
t e direction e assumes 
Ale  ent  A er se eral 

ours of rocking ack and 
fort  a  assures imself 
t at Ale  ill e ack  is 
intense an iety a ack e en
tually ends lea ing a  it  

t e feeling of u er ies in t is stomac  e uietly 
aits for a good si  ours en t e an iety a ack 

comes ack  e sun disappears and t e sky turns 
to lack and t ere s still no sign of Ale  atsoe er  

till  it  all signs pointing to t e orst  a  re
assures imself t at Ale  ust decided to camp out 
some ere else for t e nig t  o a  decides e 
must do t e same  e curls up it  is ead in is 
lap and sleeps on a large older close to t e ase of 
t e mountain  e lies t ere oping t e frigid air ill 
force im to forget a out t e fact t at all e ad to 
eat t at day as a andful of dirty lea es  
 e s le  it  is t oug ts t at yell unspeak
a le t ings to im  inking of a generation too 
stupid to  a pro lem ut smart enoug  to make 
it  oug ts of pulling t e plug on umanity dance 
furiously t roug  is t ro ing ead  ut efore 
t oug ts turn to actions a  lacks out from e

austion and unger  rool drips from is mout  as 
e lies motionless on t e rock  e nig t is empty 

and uiet

“The world is over-
populated and the 
animals died out. 
What are you ex-
pecting people 
to do, eat the 
goddamn trees?”



Gli ers C ardface stood dum ly at is 
optimized orkstation at t e gray turtle
neck factory  denied e en t e asic dig

nity of si ng  t as a leak  cold  dry  typical 
April day  t e o ious orst mont  of t e year  
t as April rst  t e most sensiti e day of t e 

year since all okes ere outla ed y t e e
forms  e man reloaded t e itc y fa ric into 
t e mac ine and it as consumed  e glanced 
around t e oor  
all t e ot er ork
ers monotonously 
intent on t eir un
skilled la or  
 C icago as 

nally completely 
uniform  e entire 
city as a collection 
of t e e act same 

story uilding  
creating t e appearance of a large gray cu e 
t at as only permeated y a s uare la ce 
of sensi ly num ered streets  o streets ad 
names  only a logical alp a numerical cata
loging system in tune it  t e rest of t e op
timized nation  ery ere as like t is since 
t e reat eformation  elf e pression and en
tertainment ere e tinct
 ays of yearning lig t grasped t roug  
t e small indo s at t e top of eac  oor of t e 
standard turtle neck factory  longing to s ine on 

appy es  again  et me touc  a uman  t e 
lig t said  e orld totally sucks no  e 

ars  ind t at terrorized t e streets nodded 
in agreement  
 C ardface s and a sent mindedly dri
ed into is pocket  ere e kept is secret 
note  t e last remnant e ad of t e orld past  

e imagined smiles on t e faces of all is co
orts and laug ter lling t e air  eryone ear

ing am oyantly colored t s irts and rolling on 
t e oor  e lood ed ag of t e Controllers 
t at ung on e ery all rapped around is 
s oulders like a cape  e as umping  laug
ing  dancing and e eryone as
 A s arp s ock from is regulation neck 
implant s ook im ack to cruel reality  o one 

as laug ing  o one as smiling  ust pure ef
ciency  e orld ad no  een li erated to 

ma imum product 
output  ere as 
no more distrac
tions of entertain
ment and comedy  

umans ere all 
no  constantly do
ing at t ey ere 
meant to do  ork 
in cold  dark  facto
ries

 e let go of t e small slip of paper e 
ad een clutc ing in is pocket and unloaded 

t e o erdue t s irt from t e clogging mac ine  
e uzz in is neck died do n as e returned 

to is ork  stoic on t e outside  un inged un
derneat  e dull  persistent itc  started up 

ere t e s ock ad een  ut li ers didn t 
e en try to umor it  kno ing from e perience 
t at any e ort to relie e it ould e in ain
 C ardface reac ed o er to t e console 
at is orkstation and tapped t e screen  t 
lit up and t o options appeared on t e mon
itor  Clock ut  displaying  remaining  
and estroom  it  t o uses under it  e 
touc ed t e toilet icon and stood up from is 
miss apen seat e en t oug  e didn t need to 
go  e alked past all t e ot er fro ning faces 
of t e people orking at t eir mac ines  su
consciously kno ing t ey ould ne er smile in 
t eir li es  e increased is pace  olding is 

“A sharp shock from his 
regulation neck implant 
shook him back to cruel 
reality. No one was laughing. 
No one was smiling. Just 
pure efficiency. 

TIMID NEW WORLD

”

Sam 
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ead in is ands and making a eeline for t e 
at rooms

 li ers stum led t roug  t e s ing
ing doors and almost collapsed against t e 
sinks  o er elmed  e ad episodes like 
t is from time to time  of opeless longing 
for a di erent life  e egan calming imself 
do n  e stared into is eyes in t e mirror and 
splas ed ater on is c eeks  en e slo ed 

is ea y reat ing and did at e al ays 
did in t ese situations  reac ed into is pocket 
and gra ed t e small piece of paper
 lo ly and met odically e unfold

ed it  eyes a ed on t e creases ut ears on 
full alert  t as a p otograp  faded o er t e 
years since its capture  t s o ed a t eater at 
nig t  people ocking in from t e street under 
a mar uee t at read t o glorious ords  ec
ond City  e gazed longfully at t e artifact  is 
last fragment of t e ay t ings ere efore  

e econd City of t e myt s  ere people 
ould come from miles around to laug  at 

t e masters of comedy  e linked for t e rst 
time in a minute and a single tear rolled loose 
from is le  eye
 e looked up from t e p oto ack to is 

o n face in t e mirror and dared a treasonist 
act  is lips  closed tig tly toget er  egan to 

ui er up at t e corners  is eyes glo ed it  
ope as t e smile roadened  t gre  and gre  

and is teet  egan to s o  up oria coursed 
t roug  is ody and t e oy of smiling spread 
from is mout  to is ngertips  e as o er
come y it and couldn t stop
 e sound of a us  erupted e ind 

im
 is e pression uickly turned to ter
ror and s ock as e s o ed t e picture ack 
in is pocket and irled around  Ant ony  is 
co orker  pus ed open a stall door it  one 

and and iked up is trousers it  t e ot er  

C ardface kne  Ant ony  ut only as muc  as 
e kne  e eryone else  t ey ere ac uaint

ances  e ga e li ers a typical lazy and de
pressed look  eyes alf closed  mout  spread 
in a line  and egan to mo e for t e door
 uddenly a crazy t oug t appeared in 

li ers  mind  somet ing e en more ereti
cal t an a smile  somet ing ri en on t e 
ot er side of is p otograp  ere in t e at
room ere t e controllers eren t constant
ly monitoring t em  e sa  an oprotunity  is 

and s ot out and e gra ed Ant ony y t e 
rist  ait  e said  a frantic look in is eyes  
isten to me Ant ony  ou a e to listen

 at s going on  Ant ony said  sud
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denly ery confused  s somet ing appen
ing

nce again  li ers reac ed into is pocket 
and pulled out t e p otograp  is time e 

ipped it o er and egan reading t e asty 
scra l on t e ack aloud  o peanuts  e 
read  taking slo  cautious reat s  ere 

alking do n a dark alley  e looked up at 
Ant ony s face  confused and orried  e 
took a deep reat  and read t e nal line 

ne as a salted
 C ardface an iously looked up at 

is one man audience  realizing e ad no 
idea at ould come ne t  irst Ant o
ny let out a uick reat  t roug  is nose  

is mout  reluctantly cur ed up ard on its 
o n accord  A silent laug  started up  is 
lips cracked open and it ecame ocal  like 
a irtuoso ird released from a gag and let
ting out is eautiful song  ore and more 
Ant ony egan to laug  uncontrolla ly until 

is ole ody as consumed y a gu a  
e appiness as so refres ing and conta

gious t at li ers let out some an iety and 
egan to cautiously oin in  

 en Ant ony s ead e ploded
 e sound as deafening  is neck 
implant ad sensed is unla ful deed and 
acti ated  spraying lood and one frag
ments all o er t e at room  t ent from 
a lank slate to an all red ackson ollock 
in seconds  li ers stepped ack in total 
s ock  is clot es co ered in t e remains of 

is late friend s rain  or a moment e ust 
stood t ere  completely ag ast at at ad 
ust occurred

 e frozen moment as interrupted 
y t e sound of t e at room door open

ing again  Anot er man alked in and said 
 came in to see at all t e ruckus as  

t en e sa  t e orror  And li ers  co
ered in lood  ou  ou  e struggled 
to get ords out  ll tell  ll tell  ou killed 

im  m gonna tell
 o peanuts ere alking do n 

an alley and one as assaulted  li ers 
s outed ack  at t e end of is ery s ort  
fraying rope  e unfamiliar laug  started 
slo  in t is ne  guy too  li ers didn t stay 
to see t e end

e ran past im as fast as e could out onto 
t e factory oor  A second eart rending 

last s ook t e la atory e ind im  ork
ers all around t e room froze as e das ed 
past  sporting an uncustomary crimson

e reac ed t e e it doors  locked  ey ere 
al ays locked during ork ours  e pound
ed as ard as e could  ut to no a ail  ome 
people rose up and egan to surround im 
as e collapsed to t e ground
 y god
 at did e do
 s e a murderer
 o muc  lood
 o p p peanuts  C ardface 
c oked out t roug  a stream of tears  not 
kno ing at else to do  ut orri ed y 
t e possi le e ects of is ne t fe  ords  
A dark gure in red tinted glasses pus ed to 
t e front of t e cro d  one of t e control
lers  alked do n a  a  an alley

top  t e agent said  and knelt do n in 
front of t e cog collapsed on t e oor  y 

as si  afraid of se en
 y  e stammered
 e agent leaned in close to isper 
in is ear  and li ers noticed for t e rst 
time t at t ey ore no neck implant
 ecause  t ey ispered  e en  
Ate  ine
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CARL
 e car in front of Carl cut im o  and Carl 
pus ed do n on t e orn  e opened is indo  
and yelled some naug ty ords at t e car in front 
of im  e rote do n t e custom license plate of 
t e car    so e could report t em for 
a point reduction  Carl made a mental note to make 
a outu e ideo a out some of t e strange political 
cults t at ad een s o ing up recently  
 Carl en oyed is outu e c annel ut most
ly disliked is day o  e orked as a paid test su
ect and researc er for ess en p armaceutical  

e drug e tested t e most as somet ing t at 
came in a trademark pink o le called pen ess  
A drug t at made you elie e at ot er people 
told you  A er t e e ect ore o  at you learned 
stayed it  you  eople ould illingly uy pen

ess en t ey anted to stop elie ing opinions 
t at ere  armful  Carl as mostly immune 
to t e drug e cept in ig er doses  typically put 
straig t into t e loodstream  oday e ad taken a 

unc  of a ne  ersion of pen ess and con inced 
imself t at spiders are cute and adora le

 Carl looked out is car indo  at a ill oard 
t at read C arles Astrop el s tips for gaining irtue 
points uick  and ad t e name of a e site on it  
Carl secretly ated people it  ig  irtue points 
and C arles as famous for a ing one of t e ig
est irtue point scores e er  ne of Carl s friends 

ad sent im Astrop el s self elp ook and e only 
made it as far as t e nd c apter efore pu ng 
it in t e li le free li rary in front of is neig or s 

ouse
 e turned on t e ne s  t as an inter ie  

it  t e president a out America s magni cent re
co ery from a time of igotry and closed minded
ness  A er t e inter ie  an automated oice read 
o  t e names of t e people at t e top of t e irtue 
leader oard  Carl sig ed and turned is radio to t e 
music c annel  e pop songs lasted it  lyrics 
a out po er  politics  and lo e  e songs kept to 
t e party line as muc  as possi le  usic ad lost 
its sense of re ellion  Any re ellion ould a e to 

e ell idden like in ostako ic s t  ymp ony  
en Carl as younger e ad listened to lots of 

classical music efore you could lose irtue oints 
for listening to it  Apparently classical music as 
too associated it  t e upper class to e anyt ing 

ut e il
 t as raining outside en Carl got ome 
from is o  e opened is personal computer to 

ie  is go ernment issued  irtue oints  score  
it ad nally dropped into t e negati e  
 amn it  Carl mu ered to imself   

as o er  a fe  mont s ago  e c ecked is 
atc  in a fe  minutes is oss ould a e access 

to is point total  Carl ould pro a ly e red from 
is o  ecause no one ould ant to uy some

t ing from a company it  a lo  a erage employ
ee point total  ecause t eir point total ould go 
do n as ell
 e nited tates irtue point system ad 

een implemented around  years earlier in  
e o cial story as t at t e point system as 

designed so t at consumers  and companies could 
e protected y only orking it  irtuous peo

ple  e creators of t e la  argued t at it follo ed 
t e irst Amendment ecause in t eory t e go
ernment did not treat people it  di ering point 
totals di erently  only companies and indi iduals  

ere allo ed to do t at  e suspected it as a tool 
used to create uniformity of ideas  
 Carl as ery young en t e point system 

as created and ad gro n up it  it  is parents 
ad argued nonstop a out it until t e di orce  

en is mot er as gi en full custody ecause 
of er signi cantly ig er point score  en Carl 

as in ig  sc ool t e associati e point onuses 
ad een created and Carl ad stopped anging 

out it  some of is friends ecause of t e point 
onuses for only interacting it  people o ad 

similar point totals to im
 Carl ad lost is points for t o main rea
sons  is online comedy ideos and t e g t it  

is oyfriend  Carl decided to remo e t e ideos 
efore t ey did any more damage  e ideos ad 

VIRTUE POINTS 
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started out as an deconstruction of t e point sys
tem and e ad een curious at e could get 
a ay it  e ad stayed up late it  t e lig ts o  

orking on t e ideos  At rst t ey ere a success 
and e ad managed to keep is true identity id
den and separate from is online one  
 e ad ragged a out it to one of is close 
friends  e must a e etrayed im for a point o
nus  
 o  no  no  e couldn t t ink like t at  
may e e ad forgo en to use a pro y at t e cof
fee s op ere e upload
ed is ideos  ay e t ey 

ere suspicious t at e 
ad not c osen to gi e up 

more of is pri acy in e
c ange for onus points 
and ad used t at infor
mation to put im on a 

atc  list
 e ent o er to 

is outu e c annel to de
lete it only to nd out e 

ad already een anned  
o  t at outu e kne  
e ad a lo  irtue total 

t ey could nally ustify 
anning im  Carl s oy

friend ad roken up it  
im o er t e associati e 

point total system  e 
adn t anted to associ

ate it  im eit er

S L S R
 yl ester as one 
of t e fe  people ose 

irtue oint total as not recorded y t e go
ernment  is point score as so muc  e er t an 
e eryone else t at t e go ernment ad asked im 
to ork for t em and iped is score from t e 
leader oard  e as  en e elped t em de
elop t e association system  yl ester ad ased 

t e system o  of somet ing e ad learned from a 
ideo game case study ile studying game design 

in college  
 ne ideo game  orld of arcra  ad a 
system t at lo ered t e rate people gained e pe

rience t e longer t ey played  ac  day you ould 
progress at a normal speed in t e eginning ut at 
a decreased speed t e longer you played  is sys
tem as despised until t e de elopers repackaged 
it as a onus and it ecame super popular  at 
t ey did as call at as pre iously t e normal 
speed a fast speed and at as pre iously t e de
creased speed t e normal speed  is as mec an
ically t e same ut people s perspecti e of it as 
totally di erent
 yl ester s association system orked t e 

same ay  instead of pe
nalizing people for asso
ciating it  people it  
di erent scores  you could 
re ard t em for doing 
t e opposite and a e 
people s point scores go 
do n naturally o er time  

ac  year yl ester and is 
friends ad added more 

ays to gain points and 
made t e mont ly point 
drop larger and larger  

e trick as to make t e 
most insidious parts of 
t e system seem like re

ards  and e eryone likes 
re ards
 nfortunately some 
people s points ad 
dropped so lo  t at t ey 
no longer cared a out t e 
point system  e greater 
good ad to e taken into 
account and t e need to 

elp t ese people as so 
great t at yl ester ad decided lea e is o  to 
create a oral correction camp  Anyone o ent 
to one of yl ester s camps as guaranteed to ne
er go into negati e points again
 ne rainy day yl ester met it  one of is 
potential clients at is fa orite co ee s op  e 
s op s point total as so lo  t at fe  people dared 
to eat t ere  e co ee s op as one of a fe  piec
es le  from t e old orld  efore t e point system  

e o ner of t e co ee s op as an old man o 
insisted on ser ing e ery customer it  t e est 
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damned co ee t ey could get no ma er o t ey 
ere  eople ent ecause of t e co ee  points e 

damned  e  people orked t ere and only if t ey 
really needed t e money  yl ester suspected t at 
t e o ner of t e co ee s op as ealt y at one 
point ut yl ester and is friends took ets on o  
long it ould e till e ent ankrupt  yl ester ap
preciated t e e ects of t e irtue point system ut 

as fascinated it  t e era efore t e point sys
tem  yl ester roug t is client to a oot  in t e 
corner and ordered an espresso  
 ello  said yl ester  y name is yl est
er
 ike t e cat  asked Carl  glancing at t e 
cartoon  cat patc  on yl ester s suit  Carl 
lo ed old cartoons as a kid  e en some anime e
fore you lost points for atc ing  
 es  like t e cat  said yl ester  ook  ig
nore t e patc  it is ust a gi  from a friend  lease 
stay on topic or  ill decrease your point total
 on t care  y points are so lo  it doesn t 
ma er any ay   could go out on t e street corner 
and tell people a out t e e ils of t e point system  
said Carl   could make any oke  anted to  Carl 
leaned in and ispered  en one a out a minor
ity
 yl ester smiled  a ig smile Carl suspected 

ad een practiced in a mirror  t en e spoke  
 ou don t really ate t e point system t at 
muc  do you  ink a out all t e t ings you a e 
done to get more points  doesn t t at make you 
a ypocrite  Carl seemed s aken and ner ous
ly poked at is food  ee t at guard o er t ere  
asked yl ester  pointing at t e large man in a suit 
outside of t e restaurant  f  ypot etically asked 

im to eat you up  no ury ould con ict me   a e 
a ig er point total and siding against me ould re
sult in a loss of points
 ine  said Carl  ll come to t e camp
 yl ester smiled and told Carl ere to 
catc  t e us to camp  nce Carl le  yl ester 
made a p one call on is prepaid cell p one  
 ello ydia   got t e youtu er to oin t e 
program
 anks  toget er e ill ring so muc  
c ange to t e system  said ydia
  a e done e eryt ing you a e asked of 
me   could get in so muc  trou le if t e go ern

ment found out t e t ings  a e done for you  
said yl ester
 ust kno  t at irtue points ill e trans
formed into somet ing stronger  ou a e done 

ell to earn your place in t e rder  nce e con
trol t e narrati e  e ill control reality  ust get 
my younger rot er into t e camp  a er ards  ill 
tell you e eryt ing  you deser e t at
 ut your rot er ill not oluntarily come 
to t e camp  
  don t care
 ine   ill get im y force  ut it on t 
look ery good
 yl ester ung up on ydia and gestured 
for is odyguard to sit do n across from im  e 
pulled up a p oto of ydia s rot er on is ot er 
p one and s o ed it to is odyguard
 is is t e man e need to get  said yl
ester

 y  asked t e odyguard
 t is a fa or for an old friend
 is ill e a ery ard man to get  yl est
er  at did t is friend do for you
 en  as in ured in t e  rioting  s e 
took me to safety and s o ed me t e trick to get
ting my famously ig  point score  e said it as a 
family secret
  don t suppose you could tell me at it 
is  asked t e guard
 t ouldn t e a secret t en ould it
  see your point  o e a e t e manpo
er to get t is guy
  can t use too muc  go ernment funding 
on a side pro ect so it ill ust e me and you

C ARL S
 C arles Astrop el liked to stay in is apart
ment on eekends  e ated interacting it  peo
ple more t an as necessary  e last time e did 
a ook signing someone ad pulled a knife on im  

en t oug  C arles as ery sure t at person 
could not pull a knife on im again  e ad started 
taking more safety precautions  e ne er ent out
side it out iring a odyguard for t e day  and e 
e en ad a smart security system t at could play 
some uiet ut noticea le noises en someone 
suspicious approac ed is apartment
 C arles oke up at  A  to t e sound 
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of is alarm clock and rain  e it t e clock angrily 
until it as too afraid to make anot er peep  e 
pulled out is p one and c ecked is fan emails  

eryone as ery polite  e en t e people claiming 
t at e as a con artist  ullying on t e nternet 

ad een irtually eliminated a er t e introduction 
of t e point system  e state ran a campaign pro
claiming t at online anonymity as a t ing of t e 
past  ile t at may not e tec nically true  most 
people elie ed it
 e pulled imself to is feet and rus ed 

is teet  n t e mirror e smiled is signature grin 
and giggled to imself  e looked pre y sop isti
cated in is designer pa amas  is train of t oug t 

as t at if t e go ernment as going to e atc
ing im all t e time e mig t as ell look nice
 e pulled t e cap o  of t e pink o le on 

is counter and s allo ed t e sugar pills in front 
of ere e t oug t t e idden camera as locat
ed  e turned on t e  it  a oice command to 
a ne s c annel  alked to t e fridge and poured 

imself a uge o l of raisin ran  ometimes e 
got so caug t up in is ork t at e forgot to eat 
lunc  and dinner
 nce e as done eating  C arles lay on is 

ed in is ig  rise apartment looking at is p one  
t as a free room e ad een gi en for is ig  

point score  t as so ig  e ondered en t e 
go ernment as going to ask im to do somet ing  

e ad ri en ooks on o  to get more points  
e e en ad anner ads on e sites proclaiming  

e one easy trick to get as many points as C arles 
Astrop el  
 n reality e ould ne er gi e a ay t e 
tricks t at got im so many points  C arles felt a 
li le guilty  like a parasite leec ing o  of people 

o anted to e e er  C arles lo ed t e guilty 
t rill e got rising to ards t e top  leader oard 

ut ated t e point system for it s e ect on society  
C arles ould s o  t em once e got to t e num

er one spot  nce you got a ig  enoug  point 
total t e game c anged from trying to get more 
points to sa otaging people it  more points t an 
you on t e leader oard  e sent an mp  le to a 
ne spaper containing a leaked con ersation  e
t een some of t e people it  ig er scores t an 

im  e ad made t e le on is computer ut t e 
go ernment mig t still lo er t eir points a er pu
lic outcry

 e as planning to release a ook a out 
t e point system and o  it dro e people to do 

orri le t ings  e ould release t e ook on is 
e site once e got to t e num er one spot and if 

t e go ernment tried to make im look e il at t at 
point t ey ould a e to admit t eir point system 

as roken
 C arles laug ed at is cle erness and t en 
gra ed a pillo  from t e stack of pillo s ne t to 

im to mu e t e sound so t at is smart t  ould 
not ear im laug ing so ard  nce e collected 

imself C arles put is p one on is edside ta le 
and gra ed is laptop  Apple ad gi en it to im 
for free in e c ange for promoting it  e connect
ed to t e internet it  is  and started rit
ing in is ook  e stored t e ook on t e Cloud 
so it ouldn t e found if is personal items ere 
searc ed  e gra ed is ear uds and put on a 
playlist of music e oug t o  of t e digital lack 
market for a fe  itcoins
 e as riting fast  in a trance  e looked 
out t e indo  e ery once in a ile and t e sun 
umped across t e sky  e nis ed t e nal c apter  

and ent ack to start re riting again  e as al
most done  only editing no  e orked faster t an 
e er efore  t as dark en e as done  e tore 
o  is ear uds and got up to rus  is teet  feeling 
suddenly ery tired  e t oug t e eard a uzzing 
noise and told imself e s ould stop orking so 

ard
 C arles eard a knock on t e door  may e 
someone ad decided to gi e im somet ing  it  

is toot rus  in is mout  C arles alked o er 
to t e door  Come ack later  e yelled t roug  
t e door  ut t ey kept knocking  C arles looked 
t roug  t e peep ole and sa  t o men in suits  
C arles sig ed and pulled open t e door

Carl
 e us to t e camp as alf full and most 
people ere si ng y t emsel es  A er t inking 
for a moment  Carl sat ne t to a teenager  e ot er 
people looked ery t reatening and Carl ondered 

at t e ot ers ad done to get lo  point scores  
 o at s your name  Carl asked t e per
son si ng ne t to im  
 ess
 m Carl  orry  ut o  old are you
  am 
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 A senior
 up
 ey sat for a ile  Carl t oug t it looked 
like ess as mustering up is courage to say some
t ing  ess laug ed  oints don t ma er do t ey   
can say ate er  ant no  ess kept laug ing for 
a ile efore coming 
to a sudden stop  ou 
pro a ly t ink m 
unsta le don t you  
said ess  on t an
s er   don t ant to 
kno  o at are you 
in for
 isagreeing 

it  a person it  a 
ig er point score t an me and running a outu e 

c annel it  t e intent to spread immoral posi
tions
 at s cool  at as t e username  ay

e  follo ed you
 zymandias
   lo ed your ideos  man  e editing 

as ery impressi e
 Carl felt a pang of guilt  orry a out my id
eos  o  many points did  make you lose
  didn t lose any points from atc ing your 
ideos   al ays used a pro y

 y are you in ere t en
 en  tried to start a ook clu  at my 
sc ool  some of t e ooks ere on t e to ic ook 
list  en e got found out   took most of t e re
sponsi ility   oped my friends ould e safe from 
point deductions  t urt a li le  o  muc  t ey 
tore into me to sa e t eir point score  Carl and ess 
talked a li le more efore t e us got to t e camp  
 e rst t ing t ey sa  en t ey got 
o  t e us  as yl ester standing ne t to a man 
dressed in red  e man in red ga e a speec  a out 

o  e as planning to  t em  e also told t em 
t at t ey could only lea e t e camp if t eir point 
score ecame positi e again  e said to call im 

oss and e careful to not lose any more points  
 oss nis ed is speec  y saying  onig t 
you guys get t e nig t o  try not to lose any more 
points y talking a out pro i ited su ects  tomor
ro  t e real ork egins

ess
 irst t ing in t e morning  ess oke up in 
a unk ed to Carl s snoring underneat  im  ess 
clim ed do n and s ook Carl a ake  ey alked 
silently do n to t e mess all  At reakfast  t e 

oss ga e anot er speec  ello  e a e a spe
cial cele rity oining 
us today  someone 

o a used t e point 
system for is o n 
pro t
 ess asked Carl  Any 
idea o it could e  
n alked C arles 

to t e ooing of t e 
people at t e camp  

C arles eld is ead lo  in t e camp uniform e 
looked so pat etic compared to t e ersion of im 
t at ess ad seen on  ess ispered to Carl  

ne of t e girls at my sc ool ad a uge crus  on 
im  ess couldn t elp ut giggle loudly at is o n 

oke and t e oss singled im out as t e rst per
son to e taug t for t e day  
 ess as roug t into a cold room and and
ed a collar it  a ire a ac ed to it  a  eadset 

it  eadp ones and instructed to put t em ot  
on y an employee of t e camp  nce e ad t e 

eadset on e t oug t e felt a needle stick in is 
arm  e employee e plained  irst e ill e 
ing your sick sense of umor  if you laug  e s ock 
you  t ill start out mild ut if it takes longer to  
you e ill increase t e oltage as necessary
 ess sa  t roug  is eadset t at e ould 

e atc ing one of t e comedians deemed damag
ing to t e yout
 eally e ie ie  od  t is guy is old  ess 
said as e felt t e collar uzz a li le  
 emem er you lose points for talking 
a out religion outside of an appropriate go ern
ment sanctioned se ng  e plained t e employee  
ess disco ered t at e ie ie as not t e only 

comedian on t e reel and a fe  of t em ere pret
ty funny

CARL
 A er ess le  t e mess all people ate a it 
longer efore follo ing ess  Carl as pulled a ay 
from t e group and told t at e ould e doing an 

“Remember you lose points for talking about religion outside of an appropriate government sanctioned setting ”
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alternati e penance for t e day  yl ester greeted 
Carl  ollo  me to my o ce
 yl ester led Carl to a small tent contain
ing a desk it  a computer  yl ester told Carl to 
make imself at ome and pulled a microp one 
and a e cam from t e desk   ant you to start 
making ideos a out t e ene ts and istory of 
t e point system  said yl ester   trust  on t 

e disappointed  e guard from t e co ee s op 
ispered somet ing into t e ear of yl ester  is 

time yl ester s grin as real and strangely more 
unner ing  yl ester le  it  a a e  or some 
reason Carl did not ant to disappoint im
 Carl decided to start planning t e ideo se
ries  e decided t at episode one ould e called  

esame Credit  t e fall of rump  and t e C inese 
eal  A er a fe  ours of researc  riting  re

cording  and editing  yl ester s ody guard came 
to ring Carl to t e mess all for lunc  
 At lunc  ess mu ered   don t ant to 
talk a out it  ile ru ing is neck  
 Carl told im t at e as creating ideos 
for yl ester and ess seemed annoyed  C arles sat 
do n at t eir ta le  ess looked at C arles  sig ed  
got up and le  slipping is steak knife into is 
pocket
 at s is pro lem  asked C arles
 on t t ink e likes you  eems like e s in 
a ad mood today  said Carl
 at a out you
 at
 uppose you don t like me eit er
 ope
 ell one day t e pu lic ill lo e me 
again
 y do you say t at
 ecause  am going to c ange t e orld
 on t you lose points for t at  Carl 
leaned in and ispered  

 ou and me toget er are going to get out 
of ere and ring anarc y to t is roken country   
kno  o you are
 o  do you kno  o  am
 f  found out your real name and picture  
you really need e er internet security  o e your 

ideo s t oug  Any ay  talk to you later  m going 
to go take a nap   a en t slept for a ile

ess
 ess le  lunc  early and andered past 
t e guards in a daze  e as ored and t oug t 

e ould snoop around t e camp   e alked y 
t e parking lot and sa  a car it  a eird custom 
license plate  e stopped en e eard talking 
coming from one of t e tents  ess used t e knife 
from t e cafeteria to poke a small ole in t e side 
of t e tent to look inside  yl ester sat at a desk 

it  a oman  e pulled somet ing up on er 
smartp one and told yl ester to read it  yl ester 
scrolled t roug  t e p one for a it  t en stam
mered   kno   t at  o e you my life  ut f t is 
is t e plan  you  you are insane    can t   on t  
 e oman insisted  e t time e talk   

ant to talk to t e yl ester o can do it  s e 
poked t e patc  on is acket   kno  e is inside 
t ere some ere  and en you are nis ed it  
t e ne t step   ill talk it  im  
 e oman le  and ess uickly id e ind 
t e tent for  eart eats  ess looked t roug  t e 

ole again and sa  yl ester lying on t e oor in 
a all  ess t oug t e eard im crying  yl ester 
pulled imself to is feet and s allo ed a andful 
of pills from a pink o le  e t e pulled a s ock 
collar from is desk along it  a  eadset and 
sat do n and put t em on  ess alked a ay con
fused and strangely peckis
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Diego 
ASHES TO ASHES

It as a typical morning for me  y alarm oke 
me up at  so naturally  snoozed it for 
anot er  minutes efore auling myself out 

of ed   took a nice ot s o er  atc ing t e 
mirror fog up  and t e steam rise   got dressed  
and made myself some eggs and acon  and 

uickly scarfed it do n as  as no  running late  
 opened t e cup oard  and gra ed my medica

tions   am a kidney transplant recipient and need 
t e medications to sur i e    put my plate in t e 
sink  gra ed my ackpack  ran out t e door  and 

opped into my car  
t as a normally dark out for spring time in t e 

morning  ut  didn t t ink too muc  of t at at t e 
time   turned on t e radio and started to ead to 
sc ool  As  as dri ing t roug  t e to n on my 
normal route   noticed t at t ere ere a lot of 
people stopping at gas stations  and t ere ere a 
lot of police patrolling t e area  o   don t li e in 
a dangerous part of to n  t ere are a lot of ite 
picket fences in my neig or ood  so t e massi e 
police presence caug t my a ention  
 As  pulled into t e parking lot   noticed 
t at t ere eren t many cars parked  and no stu
dents ere meandering around t e front entrance 
like t ey usually do   parked my car  and eaded 
to t e entrance  c ecking in at t e o ce  it  my 
typical e cuse of o ersleeping   alked to my rst 

our class  and t e all ays ere eerily uiet  e
cept for at sounded like t e ne s on tele ision  

ery classroom  alked y   could tell t at t e 
lig ts ere o  and  could see t e dim lig t of t e 

 s ining underneat  t e door
  nally arri ed at my classroom and 
opened t e door  As  entered t e room   sa  
e eryone gat ered around t e tele ision  o one 
e en noticed t at  ad ust alked into t e room  
As  got closer  t e pictures on t e  looked muc  
clearer  and t e ords t e ne s reporter ere 
saying started to enter my mind  ontana  da

o  and yoming a e een engulfed in molten 

la a  o sur i ors a e een found it in  
miles of t e e plosion  at e plosion  ere 

e a acked  as orld ar  a out to start   
continued to listen  e ello stone Caldera as 
erupted  causing massi e pandemonium  and ip
ing out se eral cities along t e ay  e ational 

uard as een mo ilized to se eral near y cities 
in a rescue e ort and to elp pre ent rioting and 
looting  cientists say t e as  ill cause t e crops 
to die  po er plants to s ut do n  and possi

ly cool t e eart s temperature y a signi cant 
amount  e e ects could last for years
  couldn t elie e at as appening  All 
of t is  ernig t  e pictures on t e screen t at 
accompanied t e ne s report didn t make it any 
less fat oma le  at once ere omes to t ou
sands of people as not ing more t an a aste
land  e man made skyscrapers  t e li le ouses  
t e usinesses  t e people  all gone  o arning  

ig t en umans felt like e ad ecome god  
mot er nature reclaimed at as rig ully ers  

o one could sur i e t e eruption it in  
miles  en if t ey sur i ed t e initial last  o  

ould t ey escape  ey are surrounded y an 
ocean of la a
 All of a sudden  t e po er ent out  ere 

ere screams of terror  and  myself as scared 
out of my mind  Could it a ect us all t e ay in 

innesota  e re kno n for lots of sno  some 
minor tornados  and may e oods  ut eing 
a ected y an eart uake and as  e er ould 
 a e imagined e ould a e to e orried 

a out t at   pulled out my p one  and my eart 
sank   couldn t get a signal  t asn t long a er  
t at t e rest of my class found t is out as ell  
As e t iddled our t um s and tried to calm 
do n some people  a small ra ling noise could e 

eard   stood up  and alked o er to t e indo  
e rum ling as ge ng louder and  could see 

a lack cloud in t e distance  t as like t e dust 
o l storms e cept pitc  lack  t as ge ng 



Page  86   |  ARE WE THERE YET?

closer  and  realized t at t is as t e a ermat  
of t e eruption  is as  as eaded straig t 
for our sc ool  efore  could e en process all of 
t is  t e lack as  as closing in on us   turned 
around  yelling   A A    

 A   C    eaded straig t 
for t e closet  and en  opened it   found my 
classmate  elaney  uddled in t e corner   uick
ly s ut t e door e ind me  and sat ne t to er   
felt er and touc  mine and t en close around 
it   ad only really talked to er once  ut it didn t 
ma er  e ere ot  terri ed   closed my eyes 
and aited  t as so loud  couldn t e en ear my 
o n t oug ts  and t e ne t fe  seconds felt like 

ours   could feel t e impact of t e as  i ng t e 
side of t e uilding  t e 
glass reaking  screams 
of pain and fear   felt 
t e as  it t e closet 
door  and easily reak 
t roug  it   as a le to 
catc  a uick glimpse of 

at t e classroom no  
looked like  e people 
 as ust talking it  

ere no  co ered in a 
lanket of as  

 efore  could 
take it all in  me and 

elaney ere t ro n against t e closet all  and 
more as  came t roug  t e door  and it roke t e 

all  pus ing us into anot er classroom   eld e
laney s and as tig t as  could  t felt like a million 

ees ere stinging me  ut instead of small sting
ers  t ey ad small kni es  t as arm  Actually  
it as ot  y clot es ere urned  ta ered and 
torn   looked up and sa  a desk rig t in front of 
me   couldn t mo e  or c ange my pat  as t e 
current of t e as  as so strong   ust raced  
and t en  felt my ead it t e edge of t e ta le  

eryt ing ent lack  lacker e en t an t e as  
n all t at c aos   didn t ear  see  or feel any

t ing   ust e isted   as at peace
  a oke lying on top of a car  at ap
pened  o  did  end up ere  o many uestions 
ran t roug  my ead   ad a ad eadac e  and 
my ody felt as if it ad een set on re  ome o  

 as still olding elaney s and  y ision as 
still lurry  ut en  as nally a le to focus my 
eyes   looked o er to c eck on er   gasped and 
sat up  falling o  t e car   as olding er and  

ut it asn t a ac ed to er ody  and s e as 
no ere to e found   stood up slo ly  trying to 

gure out ere  as   sa  a gas station sign 
in t e as  and realized t at  ad to a e een 
carried at least t ree miles a ay from t e sc ool  
 as only a mile from my ouse or so   as so 

dizzy and nauseas   kne  t at  as pro a ly con
cussed ut  ad to pus  on  
 stum led my ay for at felt like  miles 
ut as pro a ly only  feet or so  All of a sud

den  eard screams for elp   looked around  
ut  couldn t tell ere 

t ey ere coming from  
 took a moment to com

pose myself and stood up  
and looked around and  
realized t at t e scream
ing as coming from all 
around me  ere ere 

res t at stretc ed for 
locks  odies stre n t e 

street  and screams ec
oed across t e to n   felt 
terri le   anted to elp 
so ad  ut  kne  t at 

in my condition  as arely a le to 
elp myself  let alone elp someone else   pus ed 

for ard  trying to nd landmarks t at could tell 
me ere  as   nally sa  a unc  of dead 
animals   kne  t at my ouse ad to e near y 
as at t e end of my lock t ere as a pet store   
felt so dis eartened  All t ese animals and people 
t at ere gone   made my ay t roug  t e piles 
of odies  and de ris  en  eard a imper   
could tell it asn t uman  it ad to a e een a 
dog   looked around  and could arely make out 

at looked like a li le dog   limped o er to it  
and ent do n  t as co ered in glass s ards   
don t kno  at came o er me  ut  picked it up  
 carried t e impering dog do n t e lock  and 

found my ouse  
 at a out my mom  e as out of to n 
in e  ork for a ork meeting  y dad  o 

“I couldn’t move, or 
change my path, as 
the current of the ash 
was so strong, I just 
braced, and then I 
felt my head hit the 
edge of the table. 
Everything went black. 

”
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kne  if e ad een a ected  t ad een a mont  
since e disappeared   couldn t t ink a out it  
 ad to focus on trying to stay ealt y   alked 

up t e steps and opened t e door  falling to t e 
ground as  did   managed to stand up  and carried 
t e dog upstairs   ent to t e at room and im
mediately c ecked to see if t e at  still orked  
t did   stripped do n  and placed t e dog on t e 

ground and opped in  t felt amazing  e cold 
ater cascading do n my ody  it felt so good on 

t e urns and t e cuts  it felt cleaner  A er a out 
only  seconds  t e drain clogged   ust reac ed 
do n and t re  t e muck o er t e side of t e 
tu  and ad to repeat t is once or t ice till  as 
clean
   reac ed do n scooped up t e pup  and 
proceeded to rinse t e dog until it as clean as 

ell   t en alked us to my edroom   alked 
o er to my closet and pulled out my rst aid kit    
carefully pulled eac  glass s ard from my ody  
and co ered it it  anti acterial cream and a an
daid   looked like  as earing polkadots  e t  
 turned my a ention to t e dog  t as a female 

do erman pinc er  e as so small and fragile  
 started to take out t e glass s ards and orked 
ard to clean t e ounds  ne as really deep  

in er ind leg   se ed it up t e est  could  e 
didn t g t me muc  en  put t e needle in 

it  no anest etic  e as too tired   as too 
tired   patc ed er up t e est  could  c o  at 

as going to e er name  
  anted to lay do n and fall asleep ut  
kne  t at lack of ater ould e my orst en
emy in a fe  days   ent do n to t e kitc en 
and gra ed ate er container  could nd  and 

auled it upstairs   lled e eryt ing  could nd 
it  ater and set t em up all around t e ouse  

 kne   couldn t old out alone   needed to nd 
ot er sur i ors  ooner or later people are gonna 

e ungry and iolent and t ere s no telling at 
people do en it s literally sur i al of t e est   

alked to my parents edroom  opened t e closet 
ere t e gun safe as   as ne er told t e code  

o e er  my dad as ery protecti e of er  and 
ould pro a ly lea e a note some ere in t e 

room in case of an intruder   searc ed t roug  all 
t e dra ers  and t e dresser   c ecked under t e 

ed  and t en  looked in my moms make up kit  
 nally found it    alked o er to t e 

safe  and carefully opened t e safe  nside ere 
t ree guns  a mit  and esson  a emington 

 and a oss erg  ere as a plet ora of 
ammo to go along it  t e guns   reac ed do n  
and picked up t e olster for t e re ol er and put 
it around my aist  nderneat  t e olster t ere 

as a piece of paper   picked it up  and immedi
ately recognized t e and riting as my dad s  

 ennis   don t a e muc  time to rite 
t is  as t ey are coming for me  omet ing cata
strop ic is going to appen  and it s only a ma er 
of time   anted to tell t e orld   anted to 
keep e eryone safe  ut t ey couldn t let out t e 
secret  e orld s natural resources are lo  and 
all t e go ernments are orking in con unction 
to gure out an alternati e resource  eryone is 
o li ious  eople t ink t at t e orld can sus
tain t e population of  illion  ut it can t  e 
don t a e enoug  fossil fuel   as recruited y 
t e go ernment to elp sol e t is issue  e a e 

een orking at ello stone  trying to arness 
t e energy from t e super olcano  e a e een 
using dynamite to lo  c unks out of t e olcano  
 arned t em t at t is could trigger t e olcano  
ut t ey on t listen to me   told t em  as go

ing on  to tell e eryone  ey are outside  eep 
your mot er safe  and don t come for me
    uc  o e

ad

  sat t ere in s ock  ad e kno n t is as 
going to appen  o are t ey  ere did t ey 
take im  as e e en ali e  idn t t e ne s say 
it as a natural disaster  t t re  me o  ut  

ould a e plenty of time to d ell on it later   
needed to nd sur i ors
 t as a k ard trying to alk around it  
t e gun at my side  ut  managed   eaded to 
my room  and gra ed my ackpack  and emptied 
e eryt ing out   alked ack to t e gun safe  and 
loaded e ery gun   put t e some e tra ammo in 
my ackpack  oping  ouldn t a e to use it   

ent ack to my edroom  and knelt do n ne t 
to am  o as asleep on my ed   pe ed er  
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and ga e er a kiss  on t die on me am   need 
you   turned around and alked do nstairs  and 
opened t e front door  e eat from t e outside 

it me like a lo  dryer e cept  times o er  
 slammed t e door s ut   guess t roug  all t e 

confusion earlier  adn t really paid a ention to 
t e eat  t didn t ma er anymore   ad to nd 
ot er people  ot er sur i ors   uickly opened t e 
door  and rus ed out side  slamming it e ind me  
 anted to keep my ouse as cool as possi le  t 
as dark outside  almost as dark as nig t  ut t e 
res across t e to n elped illuminate t e land

scape  A lot of t e screaming ad died do n  ut 
t ere ere t e occasional yells for elp   anted 
to c eck on my friend  Aedan  o ad graduat
ed a year prior to me  e only li ed a out a mile 
from me  so  started to alk to ards is place   
trudged t roug  all t e as  ic  as starting to 

arden  and  alked past se eral lim s t at ere 
separated from t eir odies  t as s ocking to 
see t e damage  e smell as orri le as ell  
all t ese odies ere c arred up  and t e smell of 

urnt es  ooded my nose
 A er a out a mile   reac ed is ouse  e 
door as cracked open so  slo ly pus ed it open  
un olstering my gun  and entering is ouse   
creeped inside and s ept t roug  t e main oor  

ot ing   kne  t at e ad to e upstairs oled 
up in is room  ust as  ad een   eaded up
stairs  trying to e uiet  ut t e stairs creaked 
under my eig t   reac ed t e top of t e stairs  
and noticed t at all t e doors ere closed  e cept 
for one   alked to t e front of t e door  and 
listened  ut couldn t ear any sound coming from 

e ind it   put my ear against t e door  and eard 
t e sound of a s otgun cocking   s ung around so 
my ack as against t e all  and felt t e s otgun 

last it t e door  splintering it  and destroying t e 
all e ind it

 A A      couldn t tell if 
 as actually s outing  my ears ere ringing and  

felt lig t eaded  
 at t e ell ennis  don t creep on us 

like t at   almost le  your ead o   stuck my 
ead out and looked into t e room   sa  im and 
is parents uddled in t e corner   opened t e 

door ic  no  ad a t ree foot ole from t e 
s otgun last  
 Aedan stood up  and  uickly alked o er 
to im  and e ugged  e looked at me from 

ead to toe  saying  esus dude  at t e ell 
appened to you  

  as at t e sc ool en it it   t oug t  
as a goner for sure   couldn t nd any ot er sur

i ors  ut t eir screams   trailed o  Are you 
planning on staying ere  
 ea  e don t really a e any ot er 
c oice  most of t e cars are destroyed and e en if 

e could  e don t kno  kno  ere to go too  
e can t get a radio signal and t e cell p ones 

aren t orking  
  alked o er and leaned on t e all  look
ing out t e indo   a e an idea  ut  need 
your elp  
 at ere you t inking  Aedan said  as 

e oined me in looking out t e indo  
  need to get more medications   only 

a e t o and a alf eeks of medication le  and 
t en my kidney ill start to s ut do n   a e to 
go to searc  t e p armacy   need you to atc  
my ack  
  ill  ut e s ould a e a ase  like 
some place e can uckle do n and keep safe  
 our ouse or my ouse   asked  
 ro a ly yours  it s ere all your meds 
are and it s on a ill so t at ill elp us fortify it  
  looked at Aedan and is family  ell  
gra  e eryt ing you ant to ring ecause looters 

ill pro a ly e s eeping t roug  t e neig or
ood
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Mayme 
RUNNING AWAY

Part ne
        ere as fog e ery ere  t ick and 

arm  y sc ool as a lock a ay and all  
could see as a lig t grey cloud descended upon 
t e ground  n my county formerly kno n as in
nesota  t e once great ississippi is no  full of oil  

e mall called t e all of America as om ed 
and no  is ust ru le  As  made my ay t roug  
my ig  sc ool   nally reac ed t e red room  ur 
president disrespects omen  e elie es t at 
men s ould not a e to 
deal it  omen en 
t ey are on t eir periods  

o e made it a la  t at 
all sc ools and usiness 
s ould a e a room for 

omen en it s t eir 
time of t e mont  
 ey  my friend 
greeted me it  a smile  
 ey alacia o  

as your dri e ere   
asked  e red room itself 

as like a small room it  
red alls o  original   
took my andanna o  my face re ealing my freck
led face   put t e andanna on t e ta le
  t as crazy  t e fog as as t ick as pea 
soup  s e ans ered  
 o no   ant some soup  said my ot er 
friend ose   ed my air making sure it co er 
t e gold capital  on my uniform ic  as a 
sym ol for t e president  At my sc ool you a e to 
eit er ear a na y lue s eater or s eater est  a 

ite u on up s irt long or s ort slee ed  and 
if you re male you must ear k aki pants  if you 
are female you must ear a lue plaid skirt  y 
friends ate t at rule   don t mind it so muc  yes 
 ould muc  rat er ear pants en it s cold or 
e a le to e press myself t roug  clot ing in gen

eral  ut skirts t emsel es don t ot er me

        Anot er rule at t e sc ool is t e ite oys 
a e to sit in t e ery front  t en t e oys of color 

and t en all t e girls a e to sit in t e ack  e 
secretary of t e oard of education etsy e os 
don t t ink t at females are not t e read in
ners  o  m only e e and a lot of t e oys 
are e se en or taller  so  can arely see t e 

oard some times  At least  am not four nine like 
ose or e t o like yra  ut it s still annoying

        n t e red room it s a nice lounge area e cept 
for t e far est all ere 
co ered it  at room 
stalls t at ere maroon 
colored also ery orig
inal   sat on t e ta le 
plugged in my ear uds 
into my ears and orked 
on my science  e tec no 
music lasted t roug  my 
ear uds and into my ears  
 started tapping my foot 

to t e eat  en  eard 
someone yell alano  

ose ripped my rig t 
ear ud out and pointed to 

our super isor  Carol  at are you orking on  
e snapped at me  oodness s e is annoying   

rolled my eyes and s o ed er my science te t
ook

  atc  your tone  e said o iously 
ticked o   
 mm  didn t say anyt ing
  atc  your a tude young lady  oday 
it s my a tude  yesterday as my lue air  and 
tomorro  o kno s at  pending e days 
in t e red room it  t at oman is e austing  

en t e day as done  anted to scream and 
s out
         put my oodie on and my purple andan
na on my face  e ear andannas on our faces 

ecause of t e to ic air  As  alked ome  t e 

“He believes that men 
should not have to deal 
with women when they 
are on their periods. So 
he made it a law that 
all schools and business 
should have a room for 
women when it’s “their 
time of the month.”

”



Page  90   |  ARE WE THERE YET?

fog t at as once a lig t grey  as no  green  
e grass as all s ri eled up and full of eeds  

 looked o er at t e once great ississippi  no  
gro s dark green almost lack from t e oil  A fe  
years ack t e president allo ed an oil pipeline 
go t roug  a ati e American urial ground and a 
lake t at gi es ater many people in ort  ako
ta  t leaked oil and no  t ere is no longer a lake 
t ere and t e ri er  is ruined  
A car zoomed past me  
as if t ey ere running 
from t e cops  e cops 

a en t een so elp
ful  unless you are a ric  

ite person  f not  you 
e er s ut your mout  

and don t look t em in 
t e eyes
         opened t e door to 
my ouse  my cat greeted 
me it  a meo   picked 

er up ello a unge  
 alked up t e stairs  

ery step  took t e stairs 
creaked  t sounds like 
frogs singing in a c oir   
took a rig t at t e top of 
t e stairs  and alked into 
my room   laid do n on 
my ed  ne t to my ed 

as my desk it  p oto
grap s  ne as a picture 
of my friends and  and t e ot er as t e one of 
my girlfriend and   took a deep reat  t urt 
remem ering o   mig t not get to see er again  

y girlfriend Adriana and er family mo ed ack 
to Argentina en t e president as elected  e 
picture as a great one of er   could almost ear 

er laug ing  it  t at smile of ers and er oyful 
co ee colored eyes  e on t e ot er and   ad 
let Adriana talk me into dying my air lig t pink 

it  ot pink tips  g   said and tried t inking 
a out somet ing else  a unge ru ed er face 

against mine   c uckled   s ould pro a ly feed 
you li le one   said and alked o er to er food 

o l
ey Aria  e re ome  y mot er s outed from 

t e door  
ey mom  m up stairs   s outed ack

 our fat er is at an a er sc ool meeting  can 
you elp your sisters put t e groceries a ay  

en my mom asks you to do somet ing t ere is 
no ot er ans er t an yes  

ure  guess   ans ered   
ent do n stairs and elped 

my sisters put t e food a ay  
en it  all t e crazy stu  

t at s appening in t e orld 
my fa orite t ing to do in t e 

orld is e it  my sisters  
zzy and izzie sa elle and 
liza et  ey make pu ng 

t e groceries a ay as if it s 
t e most fun t ing to do  y 
sisters look like t e de nition 
of uropean  lig t lond air 
and pale skin  zzy as lue 
eyes and freckles across t e 

ridge of er nose  ile iz
zie as green eyes and freck
les e ery ere on er face  

ey are four years younger 
t an me  t ey are  years 
old no  ut t ey ill al ays 

e my a y sisters  e oked 
and laug ed ile e put t e food a ay
        at nig t e ate dinner like a normal family 
not kno ing at tomorro  ould ring
        y rst class  a e is nglis  o  nglis  
is so muc  fun it s t e only class t at reaks t e 
rules of t e seating c art  e sit in circles of 
mi ed genders  y nglis  teac er elie es t at 
it s e er to create discussion a out t e su
ects  kay  discuss a out t e seance  and  

said my teac er  ose s and s ot straig t up like 
a re ork  lease may  go to t e restroom   
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really a e to go  e asked frantically  ur teac
er nodded and laug ed  As e ere discussed t e 
scenes  t o men came in  ne as earing a fully 

lack suit and ro n  uzz cut air  e second 
as in na y lue pants and royal lue acket ic  
ugged me ecause t ey eren t t e same s ade 

of lue  ey talked to r  ryson  is e pression 
ent from appy to stricken  e t o men s ook is 
and t en le  Aria  alacia  and yra  e said it  

a s arp tone   looked at alacia  e and t e same 
confused orried look on er face  e follo ed r  

ryson outside of t e classroom into t e all ay  
at s going on   asked  e turned around s arp 

and said  irls t e immigration o cers are looking 
for ose
  A  e all said at t e same time
  ut er mom is in t e process of ecoming 
a citizen  aid alacia  e ere all s ocked  
 o  t is asn t een con rmed ut not
ing is no  a days  e said  e president doesn t 

ant anyone to ecome citizens  e elie es e 
s ould e e clusi e  ake ose out of sc ool and go 
some ere ut not to er ome t ey ill a e cops 
staking out t ere t ey elie e s e is at ome
   ent to auto pilot mode  ust relying on 
actions  kay yra get ose  alacia let s get our 
gym clot es get dressed in t ose so t ey don t kno  

e are supposed to e in sc ool and and let s  let s 
run to caf  Casas   said rantically  ere as a long 
pause  t en  started to run  alacia ran a er me  

e got to t e lockers   unlocked my locker gra ed 
my gym clot es ic  e ere aloud to e press 
oursel es  my purple andanna  and my lack 

oodie  en  ran do n t e all to yra s locker   
looked at my te t messages  e te t as t ere
 
  ad to do it t ice efore it opened   
gra ed er at  andanna and gym clot es  ose 
and yra met us at t e ack doors yra told me 

at s going on  id r  ryson really say t at  e 
asked still in dis elief  es  so e need to go no  
 said strictly   started into er eyes  daring er to 

argue it  me   pus ed open t e door and e all 

ran
        e ran until e couldn t see t e sc ool   took 
a deep reat  kay let s keep going  said alacia 
out of reat  e took t e long ay for some rea
son  As e got to t e caf  e ent to t e at room 
to c ange  en  e sat at a ta le ile e ait 
for our drinks to e made   folded and refolded my 

andanna o er and o er again  o t e immigration 
o cers came and said t ey ere looking for o
salina campo  r  ryson lied and said s e didn t 
come to sc ool  and t en told you to take me out of 
sc ool  aid ose  e as s aking  alacia put er 

and on ose s  ut ose s ook er o  m ne  
s e lied   folded my andanna  it as a ner ous tick 
 got from my dad   as trying to come up it  a 

plan  e sat in silence for a long time  
        ey can t do t is  t ey can t take my friend 
a ay from me  e need to get you out of ere  

ey all looked at me  
e a e to ring you to t e upreme  Court en 

t ey talk a out ge ng rid of t e president  e is 
trying to get t e states of America to e part of 

ussia ut e under is rule till e dies and t ey 
are oting to see if t at s ould appen or not  e 

a e to tell t em at e is doing to t e c ildren of 
America  e a e to tell t em our story  

at are you talking a out Aria  ou t ink e can 
ust lea e middle county and go to t e capital  aid 
alacia

  e a e to   proclaimed 
 o   don t ant you guys to get arrested 
ust ecause of me  aid ose 

 t s not ust for you ose t is is appening 
to many families  And for at  t s not rig t  
        e ere uiet for a ile  A cop came o er to 
our ta le  y friends looked into t eir drinks  o 

ere do you ladies go to sc ool  e asked me  
luckily  take a college class so  took out my  and 
said cClenny College sir  e took a look at my 
pass and nodded is appro al
         t ink Aria is rig t  t s not rig t  ut o  

ould e e en get to t e capital  aid yra  er 
rot er is a non citizen  e and er are ot  alf 
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edis  ence er name  ut s e is also alf 
nigerian and t at s ere er rot er as orn  t 
must e ard to ear t at e could get deported 
e en t oug  e is trying to ecome a citizen   

a e money e can take a us to edge of middle 
county to t e city of C icago  t an take a train 
from t ere to eastern county to t e city of ila
delp ia t en take a train to t e capital   suggest
ed  Again t e ta le as silent t en yra raised er 

and   raised my and  alacia raised er and  
e all looked at ose  e looked at all of us and 

t en said Alrig t all do it
        e all stayed at t e caf  for  t o ours  dis
cussing at our plan as en e le  and ent 

ome to pack  en  got ome  ran up stairs and 
started packing  a unge umped up on my pillo  
and started to purr  e as pro a ly curious y 
 as ome so early  ut s e as appy  as  

ey a unge ll ill e gone for a ile  orry 
ut it s for a good cause   gra ed some clot es 

tons of clot es  some pa amas and anot er ood
ie   en into t e at room and gra ed essen
tials  my grapefruit acne as  my toot rus  
and toot paste  my air rus  and mascara ust 
in case  felt like earing it   put all of t at in my 
second pocket of my ackpack  As  ent ack to 
my room   looked o er at my picture of Adriana 
and me   put it in my ackpack  and alked ack 
to t e at room it  my lig t purple andanna  
 started to as  it  o ma er o  many times  
as  it  it still smelled like my grandmot er  t as 

my grandmot er on my fat er s side  As  ru ed 
t e ar of soaps   t oug t a out er  o s e 

as  and at s e ould say to me  e d pro a
ly elp me it  t is gi e us money for t e tickets  

 ranged t e andanna out  t en  put it to my 
face   miss you ormor
        en  as done packing  rote a note most 
of it in nglis  ut at t e end  rote in a secret 
language only my sisters and  kne  telling t em 
 ill call t em e ery nig t at  pm to let t em 

kno  m okay  en  eard t e t e door open   

kne  it as my dad ecause e did a e a meet
ing today   zipped up my oodie  put my ackpack 
on and ent do n stairs
        Aria at are you doing ome so early   
didn t e en see you on my ride ack  e said it  
a surprise smile   took a deep reat  ad t e 
immigration o cers came for ose   said strictly  

is us y eye ro s ent up  
  no  ut  t oug t er mom as in t e 
process of ecoming a citizen  
 es my friend and  are going to get t em 
to understand t at t ese la s are going against 
t e people  a look of fear as ed o er my tall 
skinny professor fat er  
 o  Aria  get it  you are upset a out los
ing your friend  ut t ere is no ay e are going 
to let you go to t e capital  t s dangerous  
 ad  oing outside is dangerous  e 

a e to co er our noses and mout s to e a le to 
reat

 ou are not going  e said raising is 
oice a it

 ad  you don t a e a c oice  you can 
ground me  make me go to my room  ut  ill go  
t ere is no ay  ouldn t
  stared intently into my fat er s eyes  is 
green eyes slo ly ge ng atery  e took a deep 

reat  ou re ge ng older no  and you need to 
make your o n c oices to follo  your o n pat  

is ouldn t e en e a discussion if your mom 
as ere  you e er go no   ran into my dad s 

arms ust as  did en  as a li le girl   pressed 
my face into is s irt  my arm tears soaking it  

is reat ing as s aking as e said   lo e you so 
muc  Aria  so so muc  o   ant you to listen  
f you get into trou le run  okay ust run   ga e 
im a tig t s ueeze and t en ran out t e door
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Aubrey 
THE BLOODY GAME

irteen ours  minutes and  sec
onds le  and it seems t at unter ere 

ill e a le to commit is crime  o  
on t e all c eer im on people

 e roaring cry from t e audience o er
elms my speakers  and s allo s in t e silence 

of my apartment  
 unter  unter  unter
 e camera 
s itc es ack to t e play
er s camera  or according 
to t e ost  unter s 
Camera
 t s o s unter  
standing rig t e ind 

is ictim  er name is 
Celeste  arlier t e ost 
descri ed Celeste as a 
single oman  in er mid 

s  unter looks do n 
at is and  e s s o n 
tig tly gripping a large 
kitc en knife  e looks at 
Celeste  and en e is a out to a ack t e om
an  it  er ack facing im  s e turns around 
and screams  i ed it  Celeste s and unter s 
scream  unter s knife sta s directly at Celeste s 
le  upper c est  e screams at suc  a orri le 

ig  pitc  t at  a e to co er my ears  er scream 
is s arp and so ig  pitc ed t at  t ink my glass 
of uice ill reak and s a er  At t is point  unter 
sounds as if e as started to cry and e seems to 

e apologizing
 m sorry  m sorry  m sorry
 e camera is s aking  meaning unter is 
s aking from impact  t ouldn t surprise me if 

e is  no person in t eir rig t mind ouldn t e 
traumatized  e camera s itc es ack to t e ost 

it  is ig pearly smile  
 ell  it looks like unter is almost done  
All e as to do is nis  er o  t on t take our 
friend ere too muc  e ort  did you see t at rst 
sta  ose trips to t e gym really s o ed up 
tonig t  am  rig t audience

 e camera stays 
at t e ost s face ile 
t e cro d roars it  
e citement  As t e ost is 
c eering t e cro d on   
can tell my face is lank  

ay e ecause m too 
tired  may e ecause e 
lost ope in people  
 k  et s see at ll 
our player do ne t
 e camera cuts 

ack to unter s camera  
and s o s im c ecking 
Celeste s pulse  t seems 

t at e pulled out t e knife out  since e s no  
s o n grasping a loody knife  is reat ing is 
s aky and ea y  it ad sounded ea ier en e 
seems to nd out t at s e s still ali e  unter slo
ly gets on is knees  e raises t e loody knife up 
in t e air and olds it t ere for a ile  ccasion
ally small droplets of lood drop onto Celeste s 
clot es  till reat ing ea ily  e is uiet  ut  
still ear im mum le  sorry  to t e oman  e 
cro d c eers and roars like ild animals  unter is 
crying en t e camera cuts to t e ost
 o  people  no  as t at e citing  

ur player unter ere  de nitely deser es is 

“ Hunter looks down at 
his hand. He’s shown 
tightly gripping a large 
kitchen knife. He looks 
at Celeste, and when he 
is about to attack the 
woman, with her back 
facing him, she turns 
around and screams

”
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gi  a er t at performance  ell it seems t at 
our target Celeste is no longer it  us  a er 
t at nis ing act unter s o ed us tonig t  

i e our player ere a ig round of applause for 
commi ng t e crime

e ost along it  t e audience are clapping 
and o ling  And all  am t inking a out is t e 
scream  Celeste s loud  ear piercing scream 
keeps replaying in my ead  like a roken song  
 turn o  my tele ision  get up from my couc  

and alk y my indo   look outside and t e 
streets are lled it  people  family  friends  
Cars dri e y my apartment uilding ery o en  

e city seems like it ne er sleeps  ere s 
al ays somet ing appening  good or ad  
somet ing  
 A small family catc es my a ention  
ooks like a fat er and mot er it  t eir young 

daug ter  ust came ack from t e amusement 
park  e girl is carrying a eart s aped  red al
loon  eminds me of en my fat er and  used 
to isit carni als and amusement parks  e 
small smile t at as planted on my face fades 
a ay it  t e realization of o  our orld 
runs  Anyone on t at street can e a criminal  or 
a ictim  
 er since t at one day  my ie  on t e 

orld as c anged   ru  my eyes  and ead to 
t e at room  t s ge ng kinda late   look at 
my clock and it reads   rus  my teet  
and nis  as ing my face   look at myself in 
t e mirror and stare at t e digit serial num

er ta ooed on my neck   touc  it  feeling t e 
ump of eac  and e ery single num er m 

de ned y   remem er t e day  got stamped   
ad ust turned t ree  ust a eek efore   le  

out t e candles on my cake  And t en  as 
resting on a medical ed it  andages on my 
neck   felt no pain   as asleep for t e surgery
 stared at myself  analyzing ot  my eyes  At 

ork  my co orkers a e complimented my 
eyes multiple times  e en a couple of customers 

en  roug t up t eir order  n my opinion   
ate my eyes  ated t em e er since  as   

no longer a e pri acy  m constantly atc ed 
y t em  e only time  can a e a peace of 

mind is ene er  sleep or close my eyes  
at  see  t ey see  at  can t see  t ey 

can t see  efore t e surgery  t e doctor told 
me t at t e reason  as ge ng surgery as to 

 somet ing   nodded  A er surgery  ile 
 as reco ering t e doctor told me at t ey 
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ed  e doctor e plained t e serial num ers on 
my neck and t e small cameras implanted in my 
eyes   nodded
  nis  ate er  ad to do in t e at
room and as soon as my ead touc es my pillo   
fall in a deep sleep  A nig tmare
  n t e dream  it s nig t time  y fat er is 
pacing ack and fort  ot  ands grasping tig tly 
onto is p one  m si ng on t e couc  crying si
lently  not keeping my eyes o  t e clock  et een 
us  a co ee ta le empty ut a clock perfectly 
centered on top of it  t is only e minutes e
fore  and e minutes efore  no longer ill 
see my fat er   am so deep in my t oug ts  t at  
don t notice im si ng rig t ne t to me  

t s okay ane  you can stop s aking  ou re going 
to e alrig t
  don t  notice  am s aking until my fat er 
points it out   look at im  is kind icy lue eyes  
 gi e im a ig ug  not anting to let go   could 
ear is eart eat  e may not act like it ut  e 

too is scared   can ear is fast eart eat  clear as 
glass and loud as drums  As my fat er pulls a ay  
 make a mistake and look at t e clock   y 

eyes iden and  ant to say somet ing ut  not
ing comes out  nstead my fat er gi es me a arm 
smile and gi es me one nal ug
 m ust si ng t ere and aiting it  im  
t feels like fore er until it appens  o  did  

kno   feel is ody get ea ier and ea ier  for 
e ery second it goes y  at s en  close my 
eyes and old onto im  as t e nig t passes
 ake up s eaty  my reat ing unsta le  ud

denly my p one as a noti cation  ased on t e 
sound  it is an email  till a it tired   slo ly reac  
for it   open my mail and at as sent  rings 
out t e same feelings t at  felt en my fat er 

as picked  
 ane oug e  erial um er   
Congratulations  you a e een c osen y t e lot
tery  ou a e   eeks  our crime  slaug ter t e 

family t at li e across from you  f you successfully 
accomplis  your crime  not only ill you e s o n 
in our orld famous s o  Crime C ase  ut also 

ill e recei ing a re ard for your ac ie ement  
i  ill ary on your performance  f you unsuc

cessfully accomplis  your crime  y t e end of t e 
time limit  t e container in you ill release t e 
poison and you ill die immediately  ood uck
 ear not ing ut silence  m frozen   can t mo e 

a single muscle  ot e en a link   am staring into 
empty space  until  recei e anot er email  ic  
snaps me out of it   clumsily open t e second 
email  t is time a timer is counting do n  

at do  do

 can t do t is

y me

at did  do to deser e t is

angit  angit  angit

at if 

 ust a e to
egin

 guess t e game starts no
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yaru   t s time to get up
 e gloomy gray sky made me ant to go 

ack to ed   y room darker t an it as at nig t   
 turn o er onto my side and look at t e poster 

on my door  reading     C  A  
C   A   at s rig t   C oose 
my dream   ou mean t e ones already c osen for 
me   at etic
 yaru   et to t e lecture all   ey can t 
start it out you unless  let t em kno  t at you 
can t go
 ust tell t em  on t go t en   o one 
really ants to e t ere e cept for t e eniuses    
get up from my ed and stum le o er t e un ant
ed items laying on my oor  All items o ned y 
l l l are considered lk l y te l d lk    icking a ay 

t e t e clot es and e erly to make my ay to t e 
door   redisco ered t e necklace t at mom as 

een trying to sell for eig t mont s no    decided 
to pick it up and put it on as  forcefully le  from 
my edroom   ust alking t roug  my ouse feels 
un anted it  all of it on t e oor    try to se
cretly rus  past my mom to get out of t e ouse 

ut
 ou re only going to ear a tank top and 
s orts
  turn around trying my est to smile  o   

m earing more t an t at  ut it s none of your 
usiness  rig t

 at   at necklace   ou t ink t at 
necklace is going to co er you up
  lea e t e ouse efore s e says anymore 
and ead t roug  my fa orite route to t e lecture 

all  oping to meet some of my most fa orite 
merc ants
 ey  yaru   ere s t at s eater  ga e 
you yesterday
     omeone took it from me   
 at s not nice   ic  kid as it   ll talk 
to t eir parents
 omeone from t e city   m not sure o 
it as
 mm   f it as someone from t e il

lage t en  could e done somet ing   orry t at 
appened  oney   ere  a e t is cute o ers irt 

 ust recently made   t s a ne  style t at kids are 
cra ing o er ecause of t e gala y design and it ll 
really go it  t at necklace you re earing   t s 

eautiful on you
  put on t e o ers irt and ead on do n to 
t e ne t store
 alele  yaru   o  are you t is morn
ing
 m doing ell   ust a li le c illy
  ere  dear   ese leg armers ill 
keep you from catc ing a cold
 anks  s  azzy erc ant   ll make 
sure t ese don t get taken as ell as t e ot er  
you e gi en me efore    uickly lea e efore 
s e says anyt ing else and snatc ed a pinc  of glit
ter on t e ay to t e lecture all    eld my and 
out in front of me as  run and let t e air do t e 

ork it  t e gli er   ile running   also found 
a elt on t e ay   u ng it on my aist efore 
entering t e lecture all   take a deep reat  and 
enter
 urn to page  and read a out your 
dreams   ou ill all e turning  sometime t is 
year  so it s good to c oose your dream efore t e 
most special moment of your life  am  correct
 close t e door it  a loud ang and eaded o er 

to my seat as origne eac er glares at me    can 
already smell er reat  cra ling into my ears

s  yaru   y are you late   id you forget to 
turn on your alarm last nig t  again
 o   as t inking too ard a out my 
dream t is morning as  as as ing up   lease 
e cuse my tardiness
 A   see   ll only e cuse it if it s a rea
sona le dream   o tell me  at is your dream  
Commoner
  ate it en s e does t at   akes me 

ant to s a e er ead rig t do n t e middle
 y dream is to e a singer   ere  can 
e press my feelings to anot er person t roug  
music   ay t e message t at cannot e e pressed 

YOU FOR YOU
Fua  



it out music
 ere as silence in t e room for a good 
minute
 yaru C   suggest you to look 
in t e ooks to c oose your dream   Alrig t e ery
one   et s continue our lesson and turn to page
  don t go y t e ooks    go y my guts   
t s my dream  not yours

 Again  t ere as silence in t e lecture all   
a lie i  a close friend of mine  ispered to 

me so ly  ut it  t e silence  e eryt ing sound
ed like a s out   at are you doing   ou kno  
you can t do t at  s e said
 s  eac er ere doesn t go y t e ook 
eit er    ga e a small smirk   age   eac
er   ust e enius   as to teac  t roug  t e 

ook page y page it  er students    A  
 AC   A   A   C A  

  A   A   C
 C  s e said it  er loud  

usky  stinky oice        
C  A    e uickly repositions er 

stance and clears er t roat   e rest of you may 
continue it  t e reading on page   e 
glares at me and uickly turns around to ead to 
t e door    get up and alk slo ly t roug  t e 
aisles ile t e ot er kids look at me as if m t e 

istress of all e il  orned itc   e only person 
d poke it  a needle is t at s  origne eac er   
 could care less    nally make my ay out of t e 

lecture all and
 Alrig t  ere is e  young lady
 o
 e man in t e dumps   ere is e
 ook  eac    really a e no id
 ust  ell me
 e looked like s e as a out to cry   er 

ands ere on my collar  clenc ed t e tig test 
t ey could get  and er legs ere slig tly s aking   

e as clearly upset
 s  origne  is t is man you are talking 
a out in t e ook
 e as silent   e looked me dead in t e 
eye
 ou must ne er tell any of t e ot er stu
dents a out t is talk  s e said ile opening t e 
door into t e lecture all    ead in slo ly ile 

t inking a out t e man from t e dumps   ust 
o is t is man from t e dumps

 ey  a lie looked at me it  a orried 
face  ou okay  
 ea  m ne   y   omet ing ap
pen
 ell  yea   ou ust alked out of t e 
lecture all it out permission and came ack in 
like not ing appened
  did
 Commoner  are you nally ready to turn 
to page  s  origne said it  a calm oice  

ecause if you are not t en  suggest you to lea e 
for t e day   e ga e me t e look of somet ing 

e ne er seen efore   omet ing like  it s only 
et een us

C apter 

 
  ake up to my alarm it  my eyes still 
drooping    A   en did  e er make an 
alarm t is early   urning to my le   look at my 
calendar   ay   ay   t s already ay 

t    uickly rus  outside my ouse  urdle 
o er t e dying rose us es in my neig or s 
yard  and clim  up t e illage s ill   cited e ery 
mont  for t is moment   sit at t e peak of t e ill 
and pluck at t e grass t at is le  t ere    ait  and 

ait  and ait   aiting    aiting    aiting   
  A sig t t at e eryone needs to see  some

t ing t at e eryone needs to do once in t eir life  
t at is    A       C  
         A  

A       
  lea e a li le disappointed since  ad to 
lea e so early   y neig ors don t really like me  
so t ey ust like to nd reasons to yell at me    

ead ack to ed and fall ack into sleep deeply

C A  

       
  y mom is already screaming

 ook at at day it is today   y li le 
girl is nally gro n up to take on er o n o   o 

at are you going to e   ell me  tell me
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 mm
 An intern   ou kno  t ey a e t e ig
est paying o  rig t   e looked at me it  suc  
a rig t face and giggled a lot   e doesn t really 
do t is unless s e sees money coming on its ay   

ut  guess  can t really lame er since s e gre  
up poor and still is poor
 o  actually    a e somet ing else in 
mind
  okay   at s okay   at s ne   ay

e a merc ant t en   eing a le to sell alua le 
t ings unlike us o a e to sell t e un anted  
rig t
 o   e looked a li le uneasy   ro a ly 

ecause s e couldn t see money in t e future any
more
 kay   o  at do you ant to e   e 
started to look at me a li le more serious t an 

efore    guess s e s e pecting me to say anot er 
career outside of our zone   efore you say any
t ing   ust ant you to kno  t at  support your 
c oice  okay
 at if  said  anted to e a singer
 e esitated  A mom supports t eir 
daug ter no ma er at   Come on   et ready 
and let s go to t e all
 e eaded out to t e lecture all for t e 
ceremony   or some reason  my ands started to 
s eat a lot   y as  so ner ous
 as ack
 Alrig t  ere is e  young lady
 o
 e man in t e dumps   ere is e
 ook  eac    really a e no id
 ust tell me
 as ack end
 o s t e man in t e dumps   uick
ly co er my mout  a er realizing  as t inking 
outside of my ead   uckily it as all under my 

reat  so no one eard me
 yaru   a lie as calling at me   et s 
go in toget er   e ead inside and sit at our 
designated seats   a lie as  seats a ay from 
me    started to feel ner ous again and t en sud
denly   lanked out

C A  
Alrig t  un   m lea ing out for t e usiness 

trip

o  long ill you e gone t is time
 don t kno   t d di erent eac  time   ou kno  

t at
s t at my dad    a en t seen im for so long   

can t remem er is face anymore
yaru   addy s going to go a ay for a li le it   
ommy ill still e ere t oug  okay
on t tell er t at if you don t kno  o  long 

you ll e a ay for   e ll e aiting for your return 
in a eek or t o

ook  oney    kno  you re upset t at  a e to 
go ack again  ut

t s for t e people    get it    kno
 remem er my mom eing mad at im  ut y 

can t  remem er is face   A  year old s ould 
e a le to remem er a family mem er s face  ut 

t en again   a en t seen im since t en
ll try to come ack in time for your ceremony  

okay    promise
 A   A     

  A  at t ey ill take
 y ears started to ring   id  fall asleep   

id  lose consciousness   at appened to me
 e  eslie Commoner tapped my s oul
der for my a ention  stA d up
  looked around and sa  e ery ot er stu
dent standing    stood up  my ears still ringing and 
my eyes s aking
 ou o ay
  looked at eslie and felt peace   ay e  

as t inking too muc  and y looking at er   as 
a le to stop t inking a out e eryt ing t at as 
stressing me out    as a le to stand rmly nally
 um er   lease come for ard and 
c oose your career   Allo  o ot to guide you t e 
rest of t e ay during t is process
 e did some kind of num er code or ust 
some code in general   oes e ery last name a e 
a di erent code   s t is o  t ey stop you from 
c oosing a career outside of your zone   y ears 
started ringing again     y is t is 
repeating in my ead    look do n at um er  
ulius i  typing in is code     at must 
e it   ut  o  did  kno  t at and y as it in 

my ead to start it
 CA  A  C  AC   C

A A    A   A    
AC  A C  A  A    A  

   A
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 um er   lease come for ard and 
c oose your career   Allo  o ot to guide you t e 
rest of t e ay during t is process

   a e to remem er t at num er   
 

 um er   lease come for ard and 
c oose your career   Allo  o ot to guide you t e 
rest of t e ay during t is process
All  a e to do no  is remem er t is code  so  
can access t e inging Career     e a le to 
access t is code and ecome a singer
 um er   lease come for ard and 
c oose your career   Allo  o ot to guide you t e 
rest of t e ay during t is process
  look at my seat num er ust to make sure 
it as me t at t ey ere talking to   A     
guess t at s me   get up from my seat and ead 
do n    feel t e eads turn and t e eyes stare   

specially s  origne
 C  ill you e a e today
  look at er and enter in t e passcode   

   locked in    as a le to see all of t e 
t ings t at i s could do    as amazed y t e 
many c oices t ey ere gi en   Actor  singer  
performer  contortionist  composer  producer  
director  lyricist  etc   o muc  more t an ust a 
c oice of eing a ater girl  to el girl  intern  and 
merc ant    decided to e a li le sassy to ards 

er  especially since  don t like er   don t kno   
Am    clicked 
 yaru   Commoner   o  did you get in   
And y did you do t at to your mot er
 y mot er    uickly look around t e 
lecture all to make eye contact it  er  ut  
couldn t nd er
 our mot er is on t e ground oor   e s 

aiting to see you efore s e as to go   ou 
s ould go see er efore it s too late
 ere are you taking er   is as ne
er in t e ook
 e ook doesn t need to reason t ings 
out it  you   ou s ould ust listen to it   ou 
s ould e picked a career t at ouldn t a e af
fected your family
 o one e er told me
 e told you to pick a career from your 
zone   s t at not enoug
  looked around for my mom again and  

still couldn t nd er   ere did s e go
 our mot er isn t ere anymore   e 

on t e for a ile eit er
 ut ere  s e
 e s okay   e s safe   e s in anot er 
place ere s e can ecome educated on o  to 
raise c ildren correctly
 A  A   A   o ot sure 
does a e some ner e to talk to me en m a
ing a mental reakdo n    go do n and take my 
seat   m a li le s aky from t e s ocking informa
tion gi en to me from earlier    don t t ink m t e 
only one t oug
 um er   lease come for ard and 
c oose your career   Allo  o ot to guide you t e 
rest of t e ay during t is process

e clicks in er code
 CA  A  C  A  
A   C A A    A   
A    A C  A  A   

 A     A
 e ent ack to er seat uietly  staring 
do n at t e oor
 As your teac er  errel trengt  m ery 
content t at you e c osen a pat  it in your 
zone   f only yaru could e like you   i erent 
at rst  t en c anging to similar   m ery proud   

o  um er   lease come for ard and 
c oose your career   Allo  o ot to guide you t e 
rest of t e ay during t is process
 a lie ent do n it  con dence   er 

air up  c est out  ack straig t like a ruler  
e eryt ing a out er as con dent   e typed 
in er code and  CA  A  C    
C A A    A   A    

CA   A  A    
A     A

 ank you  a lie   As your teac er  m 
sure you ll make it far in your career
 efore  ead to my seat   ust anted to 
say somet ing ery important
 lease do
 yaru   ou ill ne er make it to t e top 
if m ere   A i  and a Commoner cannot com
pare   o you get it no
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