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Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric for Grades 2/3

· I can develop a well written informative/explanatory piece that has focus, organization, evidence, precise language and vocabulary with good conventions.
	Learning Targets
	EXPERT - 4
	PRACTITIONER - 3
	APPRENTICE - 2
	BEGINNER - 1

	Statement of Purpose/ Focus
· I can write a response that includes focus and has purpose.
	· Main idea is clearly stated and is consistently developed with details
	· Main idea is usually clear, though unrelated information is present, with details following the topic
	· Sometimes the main idea is clear and details support the topic
	· Main idea is confusing and not focused

	Organization

· I can write a response that is clear and organized.
	· The main idea uses a variety of linking words and makes sense from beginning to end.
· Hooks the reader

· Strong closing
	· Usually the main idea uses linking words and makes sense from beginning to end.

· Introduction included

· Closing included
	· Sometimes the main idea uses linking words.
· Same words are used over and over

· Weak conclusion

· Beginning to end doesn’t support the topic
	· The main idea has few or no linking words.
· Ideas do not support the topic.

	Elaboration of Evidence
· I can write a response with support and evidence using sources, facts, and details.
	· Details always match the topic

	· Details usually match the topic
	· Details sometimes match the topic
	· Details are not included or do not match the topic

	Language and Vocabulary 

· I can write a response that clearly expresses ideas.
	· Vocabulary always makes sense to the reader.
	· Vocabulary usually makes sense to the reader.
	· Vocabulary sometimes makes sense to the reader.
	· Vocabulary is confusing.

	Conventions

· I can write a response that demonstrates strong conventions.
	· Few errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.

· Sentences are complete

	· Some errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation

· Sentences are usually complete
	· Frequent errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation.

· Sentence fragments and run-on sentences
	· Errors in spelling, grammar, capitalization, and punctuation make it difficult to read.

· Meaning is confusing

	Neatness

· I can write a friendly letter in my neatest writing.
	· Legibly written with no errors.
	· Neatly written, easy to read with only 1-2 errors.
	· Several distracting errors make portions difficult to read.
	· Many distracting errors make letter very hard to read.


Comments:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Learning Targets
	· Checklist for Informative/Explanatory Writing Paper
	Got It
	Not Yet

	Statement of Purpose/ Focus
· I can write a response that includes focus and has purpose.
	· Main idea with details
	· 
	· 

	Organization

· I can write a response that is clear and organized.
	· Introduction

· Closing
· Linking words (first, next, then, finally)
	
	

	Elaboration of Evidence

· I can write a response with support and evidence using sources, facts, and details.
	· Details match topic
	
	· 

	Language and Vocabulary 

· I can write a response that clearly expresses ideas.
	· Vocabulary makes sense
	· 
	· 

	Conventions

· I can write an opinion that demonstrates strong conventions.
	· Spelling

· Grammar

· Capitals

· Punctuation

· Complete sentences
	· 
	· 

	Neatness

· 
	· Written in my best handwriting

· Letters are formed correctly

· Capital and lower case letters used appropriately.
	· 
	· 
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