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Western Tanager wakes up to a bitter fall morning and feels the warm sun up 

against her dark yellow feathers. She looks at crisp, frosty Lake Tahoe. As the Western 

Tanager flies out of her nest to get her first yummy insect meal of the day, she sees that 

she has been spotted by a Red Tailed Hawk. Western Tanager dives down to seek 

protection, but the Red Tailed Hawk is fast and dives down after her. She is soaring 

through each tree trying to evade the Red Tailed Hawk. After giving chase the Red 

Tailed Hawk is gone as she dives into a group of trees. Western Tanager is lucky that 

she got away. 

While Western Tanager was calming herself down, Western realized that she was 

in an insect paradise. In the forest around her were beatles, dragonflies, grubs, cicadas, 

grasshoppers, caterpillars, spiders and more. She had to gather many bugs for she 

would be mating soon and would have hatchlings to feed. Western Tanager got to her 

nest of twigs and grass and put down her food, she was sure to have enough food until 

lunch. 

A few hours later, the curious Western Tanager heard a mating call. She flew to 

where the mating call was coming from. She saw a beautiful nest made out of twigs, 

stems, grasses, roots, horse hair, cow hair, moss, bark, pine needles, and even some 










