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Dear Reader,

Have you ever wanted to remember something and your memory can't hold on to
it? If there's a camera around, you might just take a picture to always have this
memory with you. In our class, we have been learning about photography and
capturing images of things we want to remember.

This year, we learned so much in photography. Before Outside the Lens, we did
not know about "vantage points" or "elements of design". We learned the types of
photography and the basics of how to use a camera. We also learned where the light
should be, how to use shadows, and where to stand.

When you open this book, you will see our favorite parts of us. VWe also explained
why this was the best part of ourselves. When you look at our piece, you will see
creativity, imagination, and uniqueness. Our photos bring out feelings, thoughts,
messages, and emotions. At the same time, our writing allows us to get absorbed into
our own words and thoughts.

Our pictures and writing will make you think and wonder. We are kids, so we are
always thinking about the world around us. Our imagination is immense! In our
pictures, you will notice that we took our time to plan and freeze a moment from the
past.

We've worked really hard on this book. All the pictures were taken by our fellow
students. We hope you learn a lot about us and about photography.

Your Photographers,

Room 9
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This book is a collaboration of the students of Explorer Elementary Charter School and
Outside the Lens, A Literary Through the Arts Project, celebrating the vision and voices
of children across cultures and around the world.

Copyright 2009. Explorer Elementary Charter School and Outside the Lens (TM). All
rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced in any way without the
expressed written permission of the creators.

For information on permissions, please contact:

Explorer Elementary Charter School
2230 Truxtun Road
San Diego, CA 92106

Outside the Lens Program
A Literary Through the Arts Project
www.outsidethelens.org
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